”.- * % 
Wo $9. ws 


4 


ttt, _ x 6. >< Ln . - . * . ath. $ as 
— ENET 
Dy l _ —_ 


NEL Ne ed is SOTATOM . 
1&4 1 ; | 4 MN ; F ; R > "Bs JU Ta \ 


mp4 Here ts ——_—— is by a more univerſal agreement decried, than 
. | Conferences about Controverſtes of Religion : and na wonder, for 
they have been generally managed with ſo mach heat and paſſion, 
| ' parties being more concerned for Glory and Vidtory, than Truth; 
and there zs ſuch foul dealing in the accounts given of them. that it zs not 
ſtrange to ſee theſe Prejudices taken up aguinſt them. And yet it cannot. be 
denied, but if Men f Candor and Calmneſs fboald towſe about matters 
of Religion, without any other intereſt than to ſeekand follow Truth, there 
could not be a more effettual and eaſte way found for ſatisfying Scruples. 
rag tip ” andy one = _ "- in a day Fr des that a 
zs faid wn a diſcourſe. diſcreetly managed, does more uely meet with the 
doubtings and difficulties an bod is ets, Bon F4 poſſebly to be 
found in a Bock : and ſince almoſt all- Books difewt > = gs} of thoſe 
that differ from them, and repreſent their Arguments a5 weak, and their Opi- * 
nous 4s odious ; Conferences between thoſe of different Perſwaſins do re-* 
medy all theſs Evils. But after all the Advantages of thrs way, it muſt be 
C09 ed that for the greater part Men are ſo engaged to their Opintons by in- 
tereſt and ather ties, that. in.Conferences moſt Perſons are reſolved before-hand 
to yeeld to no convidtion, but ta'defend every thing : being only concerned 
70. ſay ſo much as may darken meaker Minds that are Witneſſes, and give | 
them ſome occaſion to triumph ;, at leaſt conceal any fail they may have re- 
ceived, by wrapping up ſome pittiful ſhift or other, in ſuch words, and pro- 
nauncing them with ſuch accents-of afjurance, and perhaps ſcorn, that they 
may'ſeem to come off with Vittory. © .- © 
- And it 7s no leſs frequent to ſee Mev. after they bave been ſo baffled, 
that all diſcerning Witneſſes are aſhamed of them, . yet being reſolved to make 
up with impudence what 74 a F Truth, as a Coward is gn 
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known to boaſt moſt, where he has leaſt cauſe; publi ts the 
have done, and tz every body they ſee how i ca in their Mouth d:1 
triumph over their Enemies : that ſo the praiſe of the defeat given may be 
divided between the cauſe and themſelves : and though in modeſty they may 
pretend to aſcribe all to Truth and the Fatth they contended for, yet in their 
Hearts they deſire the greateſt part be offered to themſelves. 

All " Conſiderations with a great many more did appear to us, when 
the Lady 'T. asked us if we would ſpeak with her fPurvs. and fone others 
of the Churth of Rome, as well for clearing ſuch Scruiples. a5 the ftrpetual 
converſe with thoſe of that Religion had raiſed in the Lady; as for ſatisfy- 
ing her Husband, of whoſe being willing to receive inſtruftion ſhe ſeemed 
confident.” Yet being well aſſured of the Ladies great candor and worth, and 
being willing to ſtand up for the Vindication and Honour of our Church, 
whatever might follow on it, we promiſed t6 be ready to-wait on h#faf her 
Houſe m__ advertiſement : without any- nice treating before-hand, what 
we | confer about. Therefore 'we neither asked who ſhould be Þr 
nor what number, nor in what Method, 'or on what particulars out diſcourſe 

ſhould run; but went thither carrying only one Friend aloig with 5 for a 
Witneſs. Tf. the Diſcourſe had - been left. ro our managing; we reſolved to 


ing, 
have inſiſted chiefly on the Corſebes in the norſhip of the Romas Church : 
$ 


to have ſhewed on ſeveral Heads that there was good cauſe to reform” theſe 
Abuſes ;, and that the Biſhops and Paſtors of thzs Church, the Cizal Authori- 
ty concurring, had ſufficient Authority for reforming it. "Theſe being the 
material things m Controverſie, which muſt ſatisfie every Perſon if well 
made out, we intended to have diſcourſed about then ;”-but being put to an- 

ſwer., we followed thoſe we had 10 deal with. | ” 
But that we may not foreſtall the Reader in any thing that paſſed in the 
Ladies Chamber, which. he will find in the following account, we had no 
fooner left her Houſe, but .we reſumed among our ſelves all had paſſed, that 
it might be written down, what ever ſhould follow, to be ublſhed if need 
were. . So we agreed to meet again three days after, to compare what could 
be written down, with: our Memories, . And- having met, an account was 
. read, which did. ſo exadtly contain all that was ſpoken, as far as 'we-could 
remember, that after a "> Additions, we all Three Signed "the Nar- 
rattve. then agreed to. Few days had paſſed, hen we found we had need of 
ell that care and caution, for the matter. had got wind, and was in every 
bodies Mouth. -Many of our beſt Friends know how far' we were from 
talking of it, for tall we were asked about it,” we ſcarce opened our Mouths of 
it to any Perſon. But when'it was ſaid that we had been baffled and foiled, 
it w5 neceſſary for us to give ſome. account of it : Not that we were much 
h CO11- 


enced in what might be thought 0 oe but that the moſt excellent cauſe 

. ou# Church wot I xa t-: ſuffer by thei mi ons f 

s.Conferents: -\Ant\the truth was,"there'was fo linde ſaid by the pon 
menwe. ſpoke-with, that was of fag, that we bad\ ſearce” any \6ctafion' - 
given us of ſpeaking about th rtance : So __ being but faintly 
aſſaulted, *we' had'no great ca of haefing bad we'been ever fo much 
mnclined to it.” At Itngth ha Gy with 3h Queſtions pat to us abont'it 
we \ſhewed ſome. of our Friends the) nr account” of -it. '\ And that thoſe 
of the'Church of Rome might hav?'no pretence to complain of any foul deal- 
ing 0n our part, we gy Copy of, it-to be aprit 'out; and on: the ig.” of 
April ſent it the Lady T. to be ſhewed to them. And one of us, having the 
honour to meet with her afterwards, defired her to-les her Husband j. the. 
others with him-know, that- @5'we Jud ſet down'wery faithfully all we could 
remember that they hed faid 5,,50-if they.could except-at any'part of this Nar- 
rative;: or\would add-any thing that the ee either did fay which we had forgot, 
__ have ſaid which themſelves 20t'FO = we dejired they might 

d 2t to the account we ſent them.. For Jo voked on it a5 a moſt-urireaſona- 
ble thing, that the. Credit of any Cauſe or Party ſhould depend on their Ex- 
temporary Faculty of Jpeaking, the quickneſs of their ney. or the rea- 
dineſs of their memory bo diſt iſcourſe about it : though'it will appear that in 
thrs Conference th! oy, or” the ans 5-2 and we all the diſc iſadvantage poſ- 
ſible : Since her new and were reſolved what they* would put #4 toy. of 
which we were utterly ignorant : Save that about an- hour before we went 
thither,, we had an advertiſement ſent us by a third" Perſon, that it was 
liks they would aſſaults about the Articles of our Church, particularly that 
of the bleſſed Sacrament. 

'. Having male thrs offer to the Lady of adding what they ſhould, defi ire, 
craving only leave that if they added any thing that\wws not ſaid, - we might 
be alſo allowed to add what we ſhoulil have auſwered if ſuch things had been 
ſaid, we  <Ngt to publiſh nothing till they had a, competent time given 
them, both. to make ſuch Additions tg the” Narrative, and to conſider the 
Pager -whereby we. hope 'we have made out according” to 'our undertaking, 
that the Dottrine . of the Church for. the firſt ſeven or" eight Apes 1.25 %01- 
Wo to Tranſubſtantiation : which we ſent 10-the' Lady on the Jeventeenth 
"of April to be communicated'to them.” And therefore, though our Confe- 
rence was generally talked: of,” att all Perſons deſired an actount of it 
might be publiſhed, yet we did lelay it till we Doula bear from them. 
And meeting on the twenty Ainth0 fp rl with/him ho 19'maiked N. N. 


in the — the Confereyce, 7 told\him,- the \ fooliſh talk' w2s made by 
their . Party abo 


ut this Conference, had ſet. ſo'many ou us, who-all called 
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&rine of the pore hong pet, uhſtantietion, He: confeſſed 6, had. wy 

por Payer ©. Buk by what. he then fad, it ſeemed they Fi nat. think 0; 

anjmer to it, 

. -- And ſo waved ſtill expecting to hear rom him. At length, on the twen- 
lieth of May, N. N. came to me aud told me ſome of theſe Gentlemen were 

out of Torn, and fare meuld-not take on hin to' give any thing tu writing. 

yet be defired me #0 taka natice "of | ſome Particulars he mentioned, which 1 

_— he would write down, that be might uot complaza of my miſrepreſent- 

what be ſaid. Thzs be declined ta do, Jo 1 told him 7 mould ſet it down 

the be way I could, and deſired him to call again that be might ſee if I 

had written it down firfull y, which be promjj _ to. do that ſame 

end was -45. 819d as. bis word, . and Tread ta\him what is ſubjoyned to the 
elation:of. the Conference, \which he acknowledged mas 4 faithful. account 

n Pe eons They be full, ſo. th of 

I have conſidered 'it T hope to the full, ſo. that it gave me more accafion 
canvaſſing the whole matter, And thus the Reader will jmd a great deal of 
Reaſor.to give an entire credit to this Relation, fince we haue proceeded. in 1 
with ſo much Candor, that it zs plain we intended not to abuſe the Creduli 
o any, but were. mlling t0 offer this Kccount to the cenjure of the aber. 
perey , and there being nothing elſe: excepted againſt it, that muſt needs. ſa- 

vole every, reaſonable man: that all zs true that he has, here offered to hrs 
_ 

And if theſe Gentlemen or any. of their Friends publi bon or con» 
trary Relations of this Conference, 'mitbout that. fair a way. of, pro- 
cedure which we bave abſerved: tomards them; we bop WR Reader wilt be 
Ja. jſt a5 to. conſider, \that:our {Method in pubbfbing this account bas been 
candid and plain, and. looks: like men that were dang an honeſt ſt thing, of 
which they were neither afraid \nor aſhamed : which cannat in reaſon be 
thought * any ſurreptitions . account that {ike a work of Darkneſs may be let 
he. abrigd, without the Name of any Perſon to anſwer for it on by. Conſet- 
ence or Reputatian : and that at leaſt he will ſuſpend his belief till a competent 
time be given to ſhew what wif akes Or erAars any  aeefaing may begualdy of f- 
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* Fe do nat expel? the Reader fball receive great Infliuttions fr 
that he wi fied hen cuer we came td diſeout alfhvo wor: 26 
1 dearly wen of from ts uteri fs ito fe of on 
lowing axy thing was ſugpeſted,” But we Pops exery Reader wifl be fo juſt to 
us 428 10 ackno 2 was aong of dur fault, that we tid #ot\cau»as things 
more exattly, for we propoſed many things of great Importance to $#drfconrfed 
on, but could newer bring them to fix on any thing. And thzs did fully ſa- 
tisfie the Lady T . when ſhe ſaw we were ready to have juſtified our Church 
in all things, but that they did ſtifl decline the entering into any matter of 
weight : 'Y that it appeared beth to her and the reſt of the Company, that 
what boaſtings ſoever they ſpread about as if none of us would or durſt appear 
in a Conference to windicate our Church, all were without ground ; = the 
Lady was by the blefſing of God further confirmed in the Truth, in which 
| we hope God ſhall continue her to her Lifes end. | 
But we hope the Letter and the two Diſcourſes that follow, will grve the 
Reader a more po entertainment. In the Letter we give many. ſhort 
bints, and ſet tlown ſome ſelelt Paſſages of the Fathers, to tos they did not 
believe Tranſubſtantiation. Upon all which we are ready to joyn zJue to make 
good every thing in that Paper, from which we believe it zs apparent the 
Primitive Church was wholly a ſtranger to Tranſubſtantiation. | 
It was alſo judged neceary by fome of our Friendsthat we ſhould to pur- 
Poſe, and once for all, expoſe and diſcredit that unreaſonable demand of ſhew- 
Ing all the Articles of our Church in the . expreſs words of Scripture : upon- 
which the firſt diſcourſe was written. | - 
\ Ah it being found that no anſwer was made to what N.. N.. ſaid, to 
ſhew that it was not poſſible the Dodtrine of Tranſubſtantiation could have 
crept into 'any Age, if thoſe of that Age had not had it from their Fathers, 
and they from theirs up to the Apoſtles days, thzs being alſo ſince our Confe- 
rence-laid home to me by the ſame Perſon, it was thought fit to give a full 
account how this Dodtrine could have been brought into the Chu, that ſo a 
' change may appear to have been not only poſible, but alſo probable, and 
therefore the ſecond diſcourſe was written. | 
theſe Diſcourſes have not that full finiſhing and Life which the Reader 
would deſire, be muſt regrate his Masfertune in this, that the Perſon who 
4s beſt able to have written them, and given them all poſſible Advantages 
out of that waſt ſtock of Learning and Judgment he is Maſter of, was ſo 
taken up with other work cut out for him by ſome of theſe Gentlemens Friends 
of which we ſhall ſee an excellent account very ſpeedily, that it was not poſ- 
fible for him to ſpare ſo much time for writing theſe ;, ſo that it fell go 
OLners 
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tings, but\ muſt give 
great "diſtance + Therefore a can 4x 741 ' 
performed was op by bis Direfion and : rs to fone de- 
gree will again- pchrage the Reader, and ſo 1 leave him to the peruſal of 
what follows... EC y I Ty 
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CONFERENCE 

| S. and M, B. went to M. L.T's, as they had been defired by L, T. to confer with ſome 
| D Perſons upon the Grounds of the Church of England ſeparating from Rome, and to 

| ® ſhew how unreaſonable it was to go from our Church to theirs, 

About half an hour after them, came in S&. P. T, Mr. WW. and three more. There were prefent 
ſeven or cight Ladies, three other Church-men, and one or two more. When we were al! ſet 
D. S. ſaid to S. P.T. that we were come to wait-on them for juſtifying our Church ; that he 
was glad to ſee we had Gentlemen to deal with, from whom he expe&ed fair dealing, as on 
hg? other hand he hoped they ſhould meet with nothing from us, but what became our Pro- 

10n, « p yy - 

S, P. ſaid, they had Proteſtants to their Wives, and there were other Reaſons too to make 
them wiſh they might rurn Proteſtants; 'therefore he defired to be farisfied in one thing : and 
ſo took out the Articles of the Church, and read theſe Words of the Sixth Article of the Holy 
Scriprures z [_ So thar whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not ro 
be required of any man that it ſhould be believed as an Article of Faith, or be thought requi- 
fire or neceſſary ro Salvation. ] Then he turned to the twenty eighth Article of the Lord's 
- Supper, and read theſe Words, [_ And the mean whereby the-Body of Chriſt is received and 

eaten in the Supper, is Faith: ] and added,' he defired to know whether that was read in 
Scripture or not, and in what place jt was to be found. - + Ws 

D. S. ſaid, He muſt firft explain that Article of the Scripture; for this method of proceed- 
ing was already ſufficiently known and 3 he clearly ſaw the ſnare rhey thought to bring 
him in, and the advantages they would draw from it, But it was the Cauſe of the Church he 
was to defend, which-he hoped he was ready to ſeal with his Blood, and was not to be given 
up for a Trick. - The Meaning of the fixth Article was, That nothing muſt be Received or Im: 
poſed, as an Article-of Faith, but what was eirher expreſly contained in Scripture, or to be 
deduced and proved from'it by a clear Conſequence: ſo that if in any Article of our Church 
which they rejeed, he ſhould either ſhew ic in the expreſs Words of Scripture, or prove it 
by a clear Conſequence, he performed all required in this Article. If they would receive'this, 
, and fix upon iras the meaning of the Article, which certainly it was; then he would go on 

to the proof of that other Article he had called in queſtion. | ' 

M. W.faid, muſt ſee the Article 1n-expreſs Scriprure, or at leaſt in ſome places of Scri-- 
pture which had been ſo interpreted by 'the Church, the Councils or Fathers, or any one 
Council or Father. And he the rather pirched on this Article, becauſe he judged it the 
only Article, in which all Proteſtants, except the Lutherans, were agreed. 

D. S. faid, Ir had been the art of all the Hereticks from the Marciomtes days, to call for ex- 

refs Words of Scripture. It was well known, the Arrians ſet up their reſt on this, That their 
| ine was not condemned by expreſs words of Scripture; but that this was ſtill rejzeRed by 
the Catholick Church, and that Theodoret had written a Book, on purpoſe to prove the unreaſo- 
nableneſs of this Challenge; therefore he deſired they weld not inſiſt on that which my 


<(2) ; 
bp ro ſee if the other Article could not be proved from Scripture, though.ir .were nor con- = 
tained in words. © A : Ke mo 
M.B. A that all the Fathers, wriring againſt the Arrians, brought their proofs of 
the Conſubſtanciality of the Son, fram the Scriptures, rhough i was nat contained in the cx- 
preſs words of any place. And the Arrian Council, that reje&ed the words” Equifubſtiantial 
and Conſubſtanrial, gives that for the reaſon, that they were not in the Scripture, And thar 
in the Council of Epheſus, S. Cyril brought in many propoſitions againſt the Neftorians, with a 
vaſt colle&ion of places of Scripture to prove them by ; and though the quotations from 
Scripturg. coritained not thoſe propoſicions in- expreſs wordsJ yer the Council was fatisfied 
from them, and cotwemned the Neflorians. Therefare ir was moſt@nreaſonalile, and againſt 
che PraQice of the Catholick Church, to require expel wards of Scriprure, and that the Ar- 
ticle was manifeftly a disjunRive, where we were to cfiuſe whether of the two we would chuſe, 
either one or other. q OE | | 
S. P- T. faid; Or was not in the Article. HERD 8 DT iy 
M. B. faid, Nor was a negative in a disjunQive propoſition, as Or was an affirmative, and 
both came to the ſame meaning. Me WT © | Bn Ke: 
M. W. fad, That'S. Auftin charged the Hererick to read: whathefaid im the Scyipture; 
confubſiamialiy which he #id i peutouſly ſexe; thought he might in difpuiing urge Her 
ialty whi be) y affert; & e might in diſputing urge an He- 
retick with it on ſome other account. + FM a 
D. 8. faid,” The Scripture was to deliver to us the Revelation of God, in matters neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation ; bur it was an unreaſonable thing to demand proofs for a negarive in ir; for 
if the Roman Church have ſer up many Dodcrines, as Articles of Faith, withour from 
the Scriptures, we had cauſe enough +0 reje& theſe if there was no clear Proofs of them from 
Scripture ; but to require expreſs words of Scripture for a Negative, was a5 unjuſt, as if Me- 
 bomet had faid, the Chriſtians had no reaſon to reje& him, becauſe there was no place in 
© Scripture that called him an Impoſtor. Since then the Roman Church had ſer up the Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation, and the fice of the Maſs, without either expreſs Scripture or good 
Proofs from ir, their Church had cauſe to reje& theſe, ARNE E3 Eo odhs 
-M. W. faid; The Article they deſired to be farisfied in was, if he underfiood atty thing, a 
poſitive Article, and nor a negative. 85.7 0 To PI f15 07 Me at | 
M. B. faid, The poſitive Afticle was, that Chriſt was received jn rhe Holy Sacrament; 
but becauſe they had (as eur Church judged ) bronght im the Doarine of the corporal pre- 
ſence withour all reaſon, the Charch- made that Explanation, to caſt ont the other ; © that 
upon the marrer it was 2 negative, He added, thar it was alfo unreaſonable ro ask any-one 
ace to prove 4 Dodrine by ; for the Fathers in their Proceedings with the Arrians brought 
a great Colle&ionof Places,  which'gave lipht to one anorher, and all concurred to prove he 
Article of Faith that'was in Comtroverſie : fo if we bronghr ſuch a conſent of many Places. 
of Scripture 8s proved our: Doftrine, all being joyned together, we perform all thar the Fa- 
thers thought rhemſelves bound to do in the Hke caſe, Ws F TEt, 
D. 5. rhen at great length told them, The Church of Rome and the Church of England dif- 
fered in many great and weighty points 3 thar we were come thither to ſee, as theſe Gentlemen 
profeſied- they; deſired, if we could offer reaſon for them to turn Proteſtants, and as the 
Ladics/profeſied a defire'to be further eſtabliſhed jn the Doarine of the Church of England; In 
order -to-which,” none could-think it a proper Method to pick our ſome words inthe obſcure 
corner of an Article, and call for civreh) Serfpraces for them. But the fair and fir way was to 
examine whether the Church of England had'not very good reaſon to feparare from the Com- 
munion of the Cimrch of Rome; therefore, ſince it was for truth, ty which our Souls are ſo deep-' 
ly-concerned, that we enquired, he defired they would joyn iffue to examinecither the grounds 
on which the Church of England did ſeparate from-the Church of Rome, or the Ananriey by, 
which ſhe did *t: for if there wes both good reaſon for- it, andif theſe who did it, had a ſuf- 
figiem Authority to do it, then was the Church of England fully vindicated. ' He did appeal 
| . to 


_ 


"or not, but did heartily acknowledge with _ Civility that he was a very fair dealer in 
| - | | 


<P) 


all 


edged, : 

D. S. faid, Upon the terms inthe ſixth Article he wasready to undertake the twenty eighth 
Article to prove it clearly by Scripture. | 
' M. W. ſaid, Burthere muſt be no Interpretations admitted of. 


M.. B. ſaid, It was certain the Scriptures were' not given to us, as Parrots zre taught to | 


ſpeak words ; we were endued with a faculty of nnderſtanding, and we muſt underſtand 
omewhat by every place of Scriprure. Now the true meaning of the words, being that which 


God would teach us in the won ger; which way ſoever that were exprefled, is the Doarine , 


revealed there 3 and it was to be confidered, that the Scriptures were at firſt delivered ro 
plain and fimple men, to be made uſe of by all without diftin&ion:: therefore we were to look 
unto. them as they did ; and fo S. Paul wrote his Epiſtles, which were the hardeſt pieces of 
the New Teſtament, to all in che Churches to whom he dire&ed them * 

M. W. ſaid, The Epiſtles were written upon emergent Occafions, and fo were for the uſe of 
the Churches to whom rhey were dire&ed. : , 

D. S. ſaid, Though they were written upon .emergent Occaſions, yet they were written 


by Divine Inſpiration, and/as a Rule of Faith, not only for thoſe Churches, but for all Chr- 


ſtians. : 
Bur as M. W. wasa going to (j 


' M4, C. came in, upon which we all roſe up till he was fer; So being ſet, after ſome Ci- 


viliries, "& £1 : 
D. S. refamed alittle what they were about, and told they were calling for expreſs Scrip- 
eures to prove the Articles of our Church by. +2 | 
M. C. ſaid, If we be thout Scriptures, OE ROO OY pabthe Tearrans who 
_——_ unds them aright ; otherwiſe the Conteft muſt be | 
S. ſaid, He had propoſed a matter that was indeed of weight; therefore he would firft 
ſhew, that theſe of the Church of Rome were not provided of a ſufficient or fic Judge of Con- 
M.” C. faid, That was not the thing they were to ſpeak to ; for though we defiroyed-the 
Church of Rome all to yer except we built up our own, we did nothing ; therefore 
he defired ro hear what he had to ſay for our own Church ; he was not to meddle with the 
Church of Rome, but ro hear and þ EY he conſd ſee reaſon to be of the Church of 
England, for may de i might be ſomewhat in his way. ger es: 1 
"D.8. fad, Be would .. anti any» it would be wtis way to be of the Church of England, 


what 
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EE: X p f ( 4 Y ) ; 
-what he had pregoted, ; any thatnow he had indeed fer us in the right way, and the tfarh 
- was we Were cxtream glad to get out of the wrangling we had been in before, and+to'come ro 

| wear of marters chat were of im + So after ſome Civilities had paſſed on-both:; ſides, 

D. 'S. aid, The Biſhops and Paſiors of the Chureh'of: England, finding a (apr abuſes 
crept into the Church, larly-in the worſhip, of God, which was chiefly infiſted v 
in the Reformarion, ſuch asthe Images of the blefied Trinity, the Worſhip whereof was ſer 
up and encouraged ; The curning the Devotions we ought to offer only to Chriſt, to the 
bleſſed Virgin, rhe Angels and Saints; Thar the worſhip of God-was in an unknown Tongue ; 
That the Chalice was taken from the People, againſt the expreſs words of the Inftiturion ; 
. That Tranſubſtanriation and the Sacxifice of the Mafs: were ſet up; That'our Church had 

\- reaſon to judge theſe to be heinous abuſes, which did much endanger the Salvation of Souls ; 

on ts ve mg Paſtors of the Church and being afliſted in it by the Civil Powers, they had 

both good: and ſufficient Authority to reformthe Church from theſe Abuſes, and he left 
it to M._C. to cliuſe on which of theſe Parciculars they ſhould diſcourſe, . . 

MM. B:; ſaid, The Biſhops and Paſtors having the charge of Souls were bound to feed the 
Flock with ſound Dodtrine, according to the word 'of God. So S. Paul when he charged the 
Biſhops of Epheſus to feed the Flock,and to guard it againſt Wolves or Seducers ; he commends 
them to the word of Gads Grace, which is the Goſpel. And in his Epiſtles to Timothy. and Ti- 
t5,whereia the Rules of the Paſtoral c are ſect down, he commands Timothy, and in him 
all Biſhops and Paſtors, to hold faſt the ine and form of ſeund words which he had deli- 
vered, and rells him, the Scriptures. were able ro make the man of God perfe&. If then the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of this Church found ir 6a an by any unſound Doarine, or Idolatrous 
Worſhip, they were by the Law of God and the charge of Souls for which WETE- ACCGun- 
table, obliged to throw our theſe Corraptions, and reform the Church;. and this the rather, 
that the firſt Gueition propoſed in the Conſecration of a Biſhop, as it is in the Ponrifical, is, 
Wy thou reach theſe things which thou underſtandeſt ro be in rhe Scripture, to the People 
committed to thee, borch by thy DoQrine and Example 2? To which he anſwers: I will. 

M. C. ſaid, We had now offered as much as would be the ſubje& of many days diſcourſe, 
and he had but few minures to ſpare : therefore he defired to be informed what Authori 

"thoſe Biſhops had ro judge in marters which they found not only in this Church, but in a 
Churches round about them, ſhould they have preſumed to judge in theſe marters. | 

D. S. ſaid, It had been frequemly the Practice of many Nations and Provinces -t6 meet in 
Provincial Synods, and reform Abuſes. For which he offered to prove they had both Autho- 
rity and Prefident. But much more in ſome Inſtances he was ready to ſhew of particulars 
that had been defined by General Councils, which they only epplict to their Circumſtan- . 
ces; and this was never queſtioned bur Provincial-S might do. 

M. C. deſired to be firſt farisfied, by what Authority they could eut themſelves off from 
the Qbedience of the Sec of Rome, ih King Henry the VIII. his days. The Pope then was 
booked on as the Monarch of the Chriſtian World in Spirituals, and all Chriſtendom was one 
Church, under One Head, and had, been fo for many Ages ; So that if a Province or Coun- 
ery would cut themſelves from the Body of this Nation; for inſtance, Wales, that had once 
diſtin& Princes, and ſay we acknow no right Wilkam the Conquerour had, fo that we re- 
jea' the Authority of rhoſe deſcended from him ; they might have the ſame Plea which this 
our Church kad.” For the day before that A& of Parliament did pals, after rhe 20. of Henry 
the VIII. the Pope had the Authority in Spiricuals, and they were his Subje&s in Spirituals-: 
Therefore their . he had none, could nor take his Authority from him, no more 


than the Long Parliament had right to declare by any At, that the Sovereign Power was in 
the Peoples hands, ; yan of which they cut off the Kings Head. 
.. D. S. faid, The firſt General Councils, as they eſtabliſhed the Patriarchal Power, To-the 
. * Priviledges of ſeveral Churches were preſerved entire to them, as inthe caſe of Cypriss 3 that . 
the ale) were not within the Patriarchal JurigdiQtion of Rome; that afterwards 
the Biſbops of Rome, ſtriking id with the Intereſls of the Princes of Exrope, and watching and 
| | improving 


ſ) On It 
Hwproving all Advantage up by degrees through many Apes into-thatheight of Aurhori- 
rk whiehthey ma nl my cs iſtly acquired'ir; and parcicularly in en, wore where, 
fron William the -Conquerot's days, as their illegal and oppreflive Impoftions were a 
conſtant Grievance to the People, ſo our Princes and Parliaments were ever putto ſtruggle with 
_ them. Bur ro aftronr their any ed Thomas Becket, who was a Traitour to the Law, muſt 
be made a Saint, and a day kept forhim; in which they: were to pray to God for Mercy through 
his Merits, It continuing thus for ſeveral Ages, in the end a vigorous Prince ariſes, who was 
reſolved to aſſert his own Authority. And he, looking into'the Oaths the Biſhops ſwore to the 
Pope, rhey were all found in a Preminire by them. Then did the whole Nation agree to aſs 
ſerr their 0vn freedom; and their Kings/ Authority, 'And "twas conſiderable; that t very 
Biſhops, char in Queen Maries days did moſt cruelly perſecute choſe of the Church of England, 
and advance the Intereſts of Rome, were the molt zealous Aſſertors' and Defenders of what 
was done by King Henry the VII. Therefore the Popes Power in England, being founded on 
no juſt Title, and being managed with” ſo much me there was both a full Authority 
and a great deal of nw for rejeRting it. . And if the Majpy Generals, who had their Authori- 
ty from Cromwel!, might yer have declared for the King, who had the true Title, and againſt 
the Uſurper; ſo the Biſhops, though -they had-ſworn to the ay yet that being co to 
_ —_— they ow'd the King, ought to have afferted the Kings Authority, bad rejected 
ope's, F Dots f w je 
M. 8. aid, It ſeemed M. C, founded the Popes Right to.the Authority he had in England 
chiefly upon Preſcription. But there were two things zo be ſaid to that 3 Firſt, thar no Pre- 
ſcription runs againſt a divine righr, In the clearing of Titles among Men, Preſcription is in 
ſome Caſes a good Title :. Bur if by:the Laws of God the Civil Powers have 4 fupream Autho- 
rity over their SubjeRts, then/no Preſcription whatſoever can void this. Beſides; the Biſho 
having full Authority and Jurisdi&ion, this could not be bounded or limited by any Obedi- 
ence the Pope claimed from them. Futther, -there can be no Preſcriprion in this caſe, where 
the Ulurpationhas been all along conteſted and oppoſed. We were ready to prove, thar in che 
firſt Ages all Biſhops were accounted Brethren, Colleagues, and fellow-Biſhops with the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome. - That afterwards, as-he was declared Patriarch of the Weſt, ſo the other Pa- 
rriarchs were equal in Authority to himin their ſeveral Patriarchates. That Britain was no part 
of his Pacriarchare, but an exempt, as Cyprus was. That his Power as Patriarch was only for 
receiving Appeals, or calling Synods, and did not at all encroach on the Jurisdi&ion of other 
Biſhops in their Sees ; and that the Biſhops in his Patriarchate did think they might ſeparate 
from him., A famous Inſtance of this was in the ſixth , when the Queſtion was about 
the zria Capitula, for which the Weſtern Biſhops did generally ſtand, and Pope Vigttus wrote 
in defence of them; bur Juftinian the Emperour having drawn hint to Conſtantinople, he con- 
ſented with the Fifth Council to the condemning them. Upon which at his rerurn many of the 
Weſtern Biſhops did ſeparate from. him. And as Vi#or, Biſhop of Times tells us ( who-lived 
at thar time) That Pope was Synodically Excommunicated by the Biſhops of Africk, Iris true, 
in the eighth Century the Decretal Epiſtles being forged, his Pretentions were much advanced: 
yet his univerſal jurixditon was Gonreſted in all Ages, as might be proved from the known 
inſtance of Hincmar, Biſhop of Rheims, and many more. Therefore, how ſtrong ſoever the Ar- 
gument from Preſcription may be in Civil GBP, it is of no force here. ; 
1700. years ſtory, but I know not whetr we 


M. C. ſaid, Now we are got into a conteſt 


ſhall ger our of it. He confefled there was no Preſcription againſt a divine right, and acknow- 
ed all Biſhops were alike in their Order, but not in their Jurisdi&ion; asthe Biſhopof 0x- 
"was a Biſhop as well as the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, and yer he was inferiour ro him in 
JuriſdiQtion: Bur deſired to know, what was inthe Popes Authority that was ſo intolerable. 
D. $. ſaid, That he ſhould only debate about the Popes.Jurisdi&ton, and to his queſtion, for 
one Particular, That from the days of Pope Paſchal the II. all Biſhops ſwear Obedience to.the 
. Pope, was intolerable Bondage. | | 


M. C. 


(6 


| you scknoniedge thy before tht Oaet yas impoſed 
FRI 6h a cime wherein we lay the Pop bu hp be 

» and he would prove by Proteſtant Wriners that a5 grear Power 

hatever - his is Patriarchal Power was, he had none over Britain : For it was 

the Chriſtian Faith from che Roman Church, 2s appeared from the very 
of ufin che Monk, 

.. uk P.T. laid, Did not King Lucius write to the Pope upon his receiving the Chriſtian 
M. C- faid, He would Wave all that, and ask, If the Church of England could juſtifie her 
_ the obedience of the Biſhop of Rome, when all the reſt of the Chriſtian World ſub- 

mitted to it? 

- D.S. fajd, He wondered to hear him ſpeak ſo: Were not. the Greek, the Armenian, the Ne. 

- florian, and the Abifſen Churches ſeparated from the Romen 

. M. C. ſaid, He wondered as mugh to hear him reckon the Heforians among the Churches 

that were condemned Hereticks. 

- ' D. $. faid, It would be hard for him to prove them Neflorians. 

M..C, asked, why. he called them ſo then ? 

| D..S. anſwered, Becauſe they were generally beſt known by that Name. 

E I. ſaid, Did not the Greek Church reconcile it felf to the Ramen Charch at the Council 
Florence ? = 

| D.$. ſaid, Some of their Biſhops were partly rrepanned, partly threatned into ir; but their 

CIT od canciones m-de < ſo to this day. 

M. W. ſaid, Many of the (mn tnck were daily recoticiled. tothe Church of Rome, and 

_ many of the other Eaſtern Biſhops had fone their Obedience cache Pope: 

_.D, S, ſaid, They knew there was enough to be ſaid to theſe things, that theſe Arts' were now 

pretty well diſcovered: bur he infiſted to prove, the Lſurparioris of Rome were ſuch as were 

* Inconſiſtent with che ſupreme civil Authority,and ſhewed the Oath in the Pontificale, by which, 

—_— I the Fe cnmend « Bil ts to Rome, and his King forbid it, he obey the 
ope, King. 

MC, ſaid, Theſe, things were very I BE ed that the jv ſhould be Supream in Civils, 
and the Pope in Spiricuals ; fo thar if the Pope that were Civil, the King 
== tone Pon Sy wh 

M. B (aid, By the words of the Oath, the Biſhops were ro receive and help the Pope's Legates 
both in coming and going. Now ſuppoſe the King declared it Treaſon to receive the Legare, 
05.26 $146 cake; Gate Bibops are ſworn to obey the Pope, and this was a Caſe that fel] out often. 

D.S. inſtanced the Caſe of Queen Mary. 

M.. C. ſaid, If he gpmes with falſe Mandazes he is nora Legate. - | 

.N..8, aid, & Suppale, as has fallen. aur an hundred times, he comes with Bulls, and well 
Þs ny ne IRA OREN. 00 car Tos. Unminzons, here the Biſhops muſt 

r be Traitory, or Perju 

M. C. {aid; All theſe things muſt be underſtood to have tacire Conditions in them, though 
they be not expreſſed, and gave'a Simile which I have forgor. 

D. S. ſaid, Ge pole Non yea Second deviied-thas Oath on purpoſe to cur off all thoſe 
Reſerves of their Duty, to their: Princes. nmr, wary II EIT Þ6 x that 
no Oath of Allegiance was;ever conceived jn more expre | 

M. B. ſaid, It was yer more plain from the Words 6 tar preeed that Caſe about Legares, 
thay they ſhall be an no Counſel to ds the any ingury, and ſhall reveal none of his: ſecrets. By 
which a Proviſion was clearly made,-ther if the Pape did engage in_avy HOT mh 
any Prince, the Riſhops were to aſlift the Popes ws their fworn Subjeds, to be faithful Spies 
and Correſpondents to give Intelligence. As he was ſaying this, Z. 7, did whiſper D. 5. who 
preſently told the Company, That the Ladies, at whoſe defire we came thither, entreated a> 

« wou 


| (7) | 
would ſpeak to things thar concerned them itore, and diſcourſe on the Grounds on-which' the” 
Reformation proceeded 3 and rherefore fince he had before named ſome Ff moſt} confide-' 
rable ; he deſired #6 might diſcourſe about ſome of theſe, © "=, 
- Mii fail, * Name any thing itt the Roman Church that is expreſly contrary to. Scriptures; 
bur bring for your Expoſitions of Scripture to oe ir by, for we will nor admit of theſe, _ . 
M. B. wked, If they did nor acknowledge thar it was only by che Mediation of Chriſt that 
-our Siris were pardoned, and eternal Life given to-us. Y | 
M, C. anſwered, No queſtion of it at all. ons | : | 
M. B. ſaid, Then have we nor good reaſon to depart from that Church, that in an Office of 
ſo great and daily-uſe as was the Abſolution of Penitencs, after the words of Abſolution enjoyns' 
the following Prayer to be uſed (whictr he read onrof their Ritual) (The Paſſion of our Lord, 
Jeſus Chriſt, rhe Merits of the Blefled Virgin Mary, and of all the Saints, and whatever good 
thou haſt done, or evil thou haft ſuffered; be to thee for the remiſſion of Sins, the encreaſe of 
Grace, and the reward of Eternal Life] fram. whence, it plainly follows, that their Churchaſ-' 
cribes the pardon of all Sins, and the eternal Salvation of their Penitencs, 'to the Merirs of che 
bleſſed Virgin and the Saincs, as welt the Paflion of our bleſſed Saviour, . _ 
M.C. ſaid, Here was a very ferere Chat pu in againſt their Church without any reaſon, 
for they believed that our fins are pardoned, an 


p our fouls are ſaved, only by the Merirs of Je- 
ſus Ghrift; bur rhar ſeveral things may concur in ſeveral orders or Fab to produce the ſame ef- 
feats: ſo althqugh we are pardoned and ſaved onfythrough Jeſus Chriſt, yer, wichout Holineſs 
we ſhall never ſee God; we muft alſo fuffer whatever Croilcs he tries us with. So that theſe, 
i another fenſe, procure rhe pardon of our ſins, and eternal ſalvation. Thus in like manner the 
ers of the bleſſed Virgin and the Szints are great heſps to our obtaining theſe : therefore 
though theſe be all j rogether im rhe ſame Prayer, yet it was an unjuſt Charge an. their 
Church AEOny make them <qual in their value or efficiericy. RD TIS | 
- M. 8. ſaid; The thing he had chieffy excepred againſt in thar Prayer, was,. that theſe things 
are aſcribed to the Merits of the bleſled Virgin and the Saints. Now he had only ſpoken of their 
Prayers,and he pores ro-aIt if rhe natural meaning of cheſe words was not that he charged on 
them, and the ſenſe the other had offered was not forced, STE 

M, C. faid, By Merits were underſtood Prayers, which had force and merit with God. 

M. B. ſaid, That could not be, for in another Abſolucion,. in the Office of our Lady, they 
pray for Remiſſion of fins through rhe Merits and Prayers of the bleed Virgin : o that by Me- 
rits muſt be meant. ſomewhar elſe than their Prayers. . | 6 

-M.E. faid, That: as by our Prayers on earth we help one anothers ſouls, ſo by our giving alms. 
for one another we might do the ſame; o alſo the Saints in Heaven might be helpful ro us by 
cheirPrayers and Merits. And as foon as he had ſpoken this he got to his feer, aid he was 
tm- grear haſte, and much bufineſs lay on him that day; but ſaid to D, S, Thar when he plea- 
ſed, he would wait on him, and diſcourſe of the ather particulars at more length.” 

-..D: 8: aſſured trim, that whenever he pleaſed to appoint ir, he ſhould he ready to give him 
a-tneeting. — And fo he went away. © = © bh p a 4 

- "Then we all ſtood and talked to'one another, without any great order, near half a hour, the 
Diſcourſe being any; the Nags-head Fable, - | : &s : 

D. S&. appealed to lick” Regrſters, and challenged the filence of all the Popiſh Wri- 
ters all Queen Zkzabethys Reign, when ſuch a ſtory was freſh and well known: and if there had 
been any colour far it, is it poſſible could keep it up, or conceal it?  _ : "In 
-:S; P. Fe faid, Alf the Regiſterswere forged, and that it was not poſſible to ſatisfe him in it, 
no more than to prove he had not four fingers on his hand: and being deſired to read Dr.Bram- 
Þallf's Book abaur it, he ſaid he had read if (ix times over, and that it did nor farisfic him... 
 M. B. asked him, How could any matter of Fa that was a hundred years old be proved, if 
the pablick Regifters, and the inſtruments of publick Notaries were rejeted? and this the more, 
that this being a marter of fa& which could not be done in a corner, nor eſcape the know- 
ledge of their Adverſaries, who might” have drawn great aud juſt advantages from publiſhing 
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"0 + carne Seton hom Fr) Fake] oohpas £5 -"opemiy that. it was only 

r makiz | land, ice in Eaw. 6, time the Book of Ordination was 
JOY of Common-Prayer; from whence Bi Bonner took: 

| to den heir Ordination,. as not according ro Law; and added, that s, who 

in Queen £/izabeth's tinie denied the validity of our Ordinarion, never alledged _ ſuch ſtory., 

But as we were talking freely of this, 

M. If, ſaid, once or.twice, they. were ſatisfied about the chief Deſign they had in that meer- 

ing, to ſee if there could be alledged any place of Scriprure ro prove that Article abour the 

blefſed Sacrament, and ſaid ſomewhat that looked like the beginning of a Triumph. - Upon 


|. D. $.defired all might fie down again, that they on put that matter to an iſſue: ſo a 
Bible was brought, and 

D. S. being 6. with much ſpeaking, deſired MB. to It. 

MB. co the-6th Chap. of Paper dehes words, Whoſo eateth my Fleſh, 

and drinketh my ng hath eternal Lafe ds were, p05 Ws APCOreing to the com- 


mon _ſnrerpretation of their. Church, bo be and added, The faoramencal Manducation. 

This M.W. , Only M. B. had faid, nn tai al pr words:ſo, and . 

M. W. ſaid r all had notdone fo, which 

M. B. did acknowledge, but ſaid i D was the received Expoſition i in their Church, and ſo fra- 
med his Argument, Eternal Life is ou ro every. one chat receives Chriſt i in the Sacrament.- 
Bur by Fai hos Brig ger crernal Li 


therefore by Faith only we receive Chriſt in the Sa- 
crament. e, be ſaid, unworchy Receivers muſt be ſaid to. have erernal Life, which is: 
a contradiaion, for as ſuch they are uhder Condemnation z. yer the unworthy Receivers have; 
the external Manducation : thetefore that Manducation that gives eternal Life with it, muſt be 
internal and ſpiritual, and that is by Faith. 

A Perſon, whoſe Name I know not, but ſhall henceforth mark him N. N. acked what M. B. 
meant, by Faith only? - 

M. B. ſaid, By Faith he meant ſuch a believing of the Goſpel, as carrief along with i ir Evan- 
gelical Obegience : by Faith only, he meant Faith as oppoſite to ſenſe. 

D. S. asked him if we receive Chriſt s Body, and Blood. by our Senſes? 

" N.N. ſaid, we did. 

D.S. aked which of the ſenſes, his Teſte, or Touch, or Sight, for that ſeemed firange 
ro him? 

N.N. faid, we received Chriſt! s Body with our ſenſes, as well as we did the ſubſtance of 
Bread ; for our ſenſes did, not receive the flibſtance of Bread : and did offer ſome things to il- 
ſuftrare this, both from the Ariftotel:an and Carteſian Hypotheſss. P 

D. S. ſaid, He would not engage in that Subtlety which was a Figrefſon from the main: Ar- 

ment, but he could not avoid to think ir a ſtrange Allerrion, to ſay we received Chyiſt by our 
nr—__ yer to ſay he was ſo preſentthere,that none of our ſenſes could poſlibly perceive him. 
But to the main Argument. 

M. I. denied the Minor, that by Faith only we have eternal Life. 

M. B. proved it thus, The Sons of God have eternal Life, but by Faith only we become the 
Sons of God : therefore by Faith only we had eternal Life, | 

M. i. ſaid, Except he gave them both Major and Minor in expreſs words of Scripeure, he 
would reje& the Argument. | 

"'M. B. ſaid, Thar ef he did demonſtrate that both the Propoſitions of his Argument were in 
the ſtri&eſt Conſtruftion poſſible equivalent to clear.places of Scriprure, then his Proofs were 
good ; therefore he defired to know zvhich of the two Propoſitions he ſhould prove, cither 
that the Sons of God have eternal Life, or that by Faith only we are the Sons, of God. 

M. W. faid, He would admit of no conſequences, how clear ſoever they ſeemed, unleſs he 
brought him rhe expreſs words of Scripture, and asked if his conſequences were infallible. * 


D.S, 


| _ DN. $. ſaid, If the Conſequence was certain, ir was ſufficient; end he defired all would take 
notice thar they would not yield toclear Conſequences drawn from Scripcure, which he thought 
Cand he believed all impartial People would be of his Mind ) was as great an advantage to any 
cauſe, a5 could be.defired :. So we laid afide that Argument, being {acisfied that the Article of 
our Church, which they had called in queſtion, was clearly proved from Scripture. . 
 ThenN, N. PRO ſpeak of the corporal preſence, and deſired ro-know upon what 
nds we rejected it. | Cs No at's : 
9M. B. ſaid, If we have no better reaſon to believe Chriſt was corporally preſent in the Sa- 
crament, than-the Jews had to believe that every time chey did. ear, their Paſcha, the Angel 
was paſling by their Houſes, and ſmiring the firſt born of the Agy/ians ; then we have no rea- 
ſon arall ; bur ſo itis that we have no more reaſon. .. Farkol | | 

N. N. denied this, and (aid we had more reaſon. | RY = 

.M. B. ſaid, All the reaſon we had to believe jr was, becauſe Chriſt ſaid, This ts my body ; 
but Mes ſaid of the Paſchal feſtiyity, This is the Lords Paſſover ; which was always repeated 
by che Jews in that Anniverſary. Now the Lords Paſſover was the Lords paſſing by the Tira- 
eſires when he ſlew the firſt born of 'Mgypr. If then we will underſtand Chriſts words ip the 
. ftri&ly literal ſenſe, we muſt in the ſame ſenſe underſtand the words of Moſes : Bur if we un- 
derſtand the words of Moſes in any other ſenſe, as the commemoration of the Lords Paſſover, 
then we ought to underſtand Chriſts words in the ſame ſenſe, 

The reaſon is clear ; for Chriſt being to ſubſtitute this Holy Sacrament in room of the 106+ | 
iſh Paſcha, and he ufing in every thing, as much as could agree: with his bleſſed defigns, | 
forms as near the Jewiſh Cuſtoms as could be, there is noreaſon to think he did uſe the words, 
this, is my body, in any other ſenſe than —__ did, this is the Lords Paſſover, - 

N. N. ſaid, The diſparity was grear. Firſt, Chriſt had promiſed before-hand he would 
girethem his body, Secondly, It was i flible the Lamb could be.che Lords Paſſover in. the 

ireral ſenſe, becauſe an afion that had, been paſt ſome hundreds of years before could not be 
performed every rime they did eat the Lamb, but this is not fo.. Thirdly, The Jewiſh Church 
never underſtood theſe words literally, but the Chriſtian Church hath ever underſtood theſe 
words of Chriſt licerally. Nor is it to he imagined that a I__ in ſuch a thing was poſble, 
for how could any ch pinion have crept in, in any Age,. if it had not been the Dorine 
of the former Age? ER ; : a oe 
. M. B. ſaid, Nothing he had alledged was of any force. For the firſt, Chriſts promiſe im- 
ported no more than whar he' performed'in che Sacramental inſtirution. If then.it be proved 
that by ſaying,” This 7s my body,- he only meant a Commemoration, his promiſe muſt only re- 
Jare ro his Death commemorated .in the Sacrament. To the ſecond, the literal meaning of 
Chriſt's words is as impoſſible as the literal meaning of Moſes's words ; for befides all the other 
impoſſibilities that accompany this corporal Preſence, it is certain Chriſt gives us his body in 
the Sacrament as it was given for us, and his Blood as it was ſhed for us, which being done 
only on the Croſs above 1600 years ago, it is as impoſſible that ſhould be literally given art every 
. Confecration, as it was that the Angel ſhould be ſmiting the AZ#gyprians every Paſchal Feſtivity, 

And here was a great miſtake they went on ſecurely in ; that the body of Chriſt we receive in 
the Sacrament, is the Body of Chriſt, as he is now glorified in Heaven ; for. by the words of - 
the Inſtirution it 1s clear, that we receive his Body as it was given for us when his Blood was 
ſhed on the Croſs, whichbeing impoſlible to he reproduced now, we only can receive Chriſt 
by Faith. For his third difference, rhat the Chriſtian Church ever underſtood Chriſt's words 
ſo, we would willingly ſubmit to the decifion of the Church in the firſt ſix Ages. Could any 
thing be more expreſs than Theodoret, who arguing againſt the Eutychians that. the Humanity 
and Divinity of Chriſt were not confounded nor did depart from rtheirown ſubſtance, illuſtrates 
ir from the Eucharith in which the Elements of Bread arid Wine do not depart from their owh 
Subſtance. * WE 

M. W. ſaid, We muſt examine the Do&rine of the Fathers not from ſome occaſional men- 
_ tion they make of the Sacrament, but when they treat of ir on. Defign and with Delibera- 

tion. Bur to Theodoret he would oppoſe S. Cyl of Feraſulem, who in his fourch Miſt, Catechiſm 

- ſays 


| | ( 1o)) 6 | ; 
| fays expreſly, Though thou fee it to be bread, yer befieve it is the Flefh arid the Blood of the 
yy 3 = } y - 5 . 
Led Jeſus; doubr 2 not, fce he had ard, 79 #017 Body.” And for a proof, inftances Chriſt 
D. S.faid, He had propoſed a moſt excelſern Rule for examining the Doftrine of the Fathers 
in this matter, nor to canvafe whar they faid in eloquent and pious Treaties or Homilies to 
work on Peoples Devotion, in which cafe ic is nacural-for all Perforis to uſe high Expreffions; 
bur we are to ſeek the real ſenſe of this Myſtery when they are dogmarically treating of it and 
the other Myſteries of Religion where Reaſon and not Eloquence takes place, If then it ſhould 
appear, thar at rhe ſame time both a Biſhop of Rome and Conftantinople, and one of thi great- 
4 Bifhops in Afich did in afferting rhe My s of Reffgion 82 comnright againft-Tranſub. 
ftantiation, and afſert chat” the ſubſtance of the Bread and” Wine did remain ; he hoped all 
would be ſatisfied the Farhers did not believe as they did. . 4 | | 
 M. W. defired we would then anifwer rhe Words of Cyrit.. © | 
M. B: ſaid, It were a yery unreafonable rhing to enter mto a verbal Diſpute about the Paſ. 
ſages of the Fathers, eſpecially rhe Books nor being before us ; therefore he promiſed an An- 
ſwer in Writing to the Teftimony of 'S. C777. Bur now the marrer was driven to a Point, and 
we willingly undertook toprove, that for eight or nine Centuries afrer Chriſt the Fathers did 
not believe ranſubſtantialbir , bur raught plainly the ray; fe Farhers generally call the 
Elements Bread and Wine after rhe Confecrarion, 'rhey call thern Myiteries, Types, Figures, 
Symbols, Commemorarions, and Sjpns of rhe body and blood of Chrift: They generally deli- 
ver, that the wicked dg nor receive Chrift m the Sacrament, which fhews they do not believe 
Tranſubſtantiation. All this we undertook. to prove by undeniable Evidences within a very few 
days or weeks. 610%, Fes i 4 
M. W. faid, He ſhould be glad'to fee rr. _— X 
D: S. faid, Now we left upon har Point which by the Grace of Gpd we ſhould perform 
very ſoon; but we had offeted to farisfic ttiem'm the other grounds of the Separation from the 
Church of. Rome: _if they. defired to be farrher mformed we ſhould wair on chem when they 
pleaſed. ont. gage gig : 3308 
4 So we all roſe up and took leave, after we had been there about three hours. The Diſcourſe 
was carried on, of both fides, with great Civility and Caltnnefs, without Heat or Clamour. 


« 
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This.zs as far as my Memory, after the mo$ fixed attention when preſent, and 
careful Recolledtiun ſince, does ſuggeF-to me,. without any Biaſs or Parnality, 
not having mg in' any one material thing as far as my memory can ferve me : 
Thzs 1 declare as I fhall anſwer to God. 4 

| Signed as follows, 


Gilbert Burnet. 


This Narrative was read, and Ido hereby atteft the truth of it.” 
|; Edw. Stillingfleer. 


Being preſent at the Conference, 1 do, according to my be memory, judge thrs a 
- ju and true Narrative thereof. + | 
| | Will. Nailor. 


(uy). ohh 
The Addition which N. N. deſired might be fibjoined to the Relation 


of the Conference if it were publiſhed, but wiſhed rather that nothing 


at all might be made publick, that related to-the Conference. 


= Lqparpries _ EY 0s _ to take ing g's was, That our eating Chrift's 
* 8 drinking oth as really give everlaſting life, as Almſgiving, or any other 
good Works grves it, where the bare external Aion, if ſpparated ck a good Fant 
and Principle, is not acceptable to God. So that wt mit neceſſertly underftand theſe. words of our 
Saviour with this Addition of Worthily, that whoſo eats his fleſh and drinks hns blood in the Sacra- 
ment Worthily, hath everlaſting, life ; for, he ſaid, he did not deny but the believing the Death of 
Chri# was neceſſary in communicating, but it 1s not by Faith only we receive his body and blood, For 
as by Faith we are the ſons of God, yet it is not only by Faith, but alſo by Baptiſm, that we become 
the ſons of God;' ſo alſo Chril# ſaith, He that believerh and is baptized ſhall be ſaved; yet this 
doth not exclude Repentance and amendment of Life from being neceſſary to Salvation : therefore the 
untverſality of the Expreſſion, whoſo eats, does net \exchutte the neceſſiry of eating worthily that we 
may have everlaſting life by it. And fo did conclude, that fince we believe we all our Faith: 
in the Holy Scriptures, we muſt prove from fame clear Scriptures, by Arguments that conſiſt of a Ma- 
jor and Minor, that are either expreſs words of Scripture or equivalent to them, that Chrif was no 
otherwiſe preſent in the Sacrament, than ſpiritually, as he is received by Faith. - And added, That it 
was tmpertinent to bring Impoſſiblittes exther from ſenſe or reaſon againlt this, if we brought 110 clear 
Scriptures again$t it. k - SA2A | . 

- To this he alſo added, Thar when D. $..asked bum by which -of his ſenſes he received Chriſt 
'in the Sacrament, he anſwered, That be might really receive Chris hody at his month, though 
none of his ſenſes could percerve him, as a Bole'or Pill is token mn & Syrup or any other Liquor ; {» that 
I really ſwallow it over though my ſenſes do nat tafle tt : in lihe manner, Chrift is received under the 
accidents of Bread and Wine, ſo that though our ſenſes ao nat perceive at, yet þe:is really taben in at 


our Moth, and goes down into our Stomach, 


ANSWER. 


Aving now ſet down the ſtrength of N. N. his Plea upon ſecond Thoughts, I ſhall next 
examine jt. The frets of all lies in this, Whether we muſt neceflarily ſupply the 
| Words of Chriſt with the addition of worthily; he affirms ir, I deny ir, for theſe 
Reaſons. 

Chriſt in this Diſcourſe was ro ſhew how :;much more excellent his Dotrine was than was 
Mofes's Law, and that Mojes gave Mam from Heayen:to,nouriſh cheir Bodics, nowithſtanding 
which died in the Wilderneſi : bur Chrift was to give them Fogd to their Souls; which 
if they did cat they (hoxtd never die, far itthould give them Jife ; where it is apparent, the bread 
and nouriſhment muſt be ſuch, as the life was, which being internal and {pirirnal, the other 
muſt be fach alſo: and verſ. 47. he clearly explains how that Food was received, He that be- 
keveth on me bath everlaſting life. Now having ſaid before that this bread gives life, and here 
ſaying that believing gives everlaſting life, ir very reaſonably follows, thar believing was the 
receiving this Food; which is yer clearer from. verſe 34. where the Fews having deſired him 
evermore'to give them that bread, he miſwers, verſe 35. 1 arm the bread of Life, be that comes to 
me ſhall never hunger, and he that believeth on me ſhall never thirſt, Which no man, 'that is nor 
ſtrangely prepoſſefſed, can confider, burhe mult feett is an Anſwer to their Queſtion, and ſo 
in i he 7efls town, that their coming to hun, and _—_ was the mean of receiving _ 
Bread, 2 n 
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. And here it muſt be conſidered, that Chriſt calls himſelf Bread, and fays,that a Man muſt eat 
thereof, which, muſt be underſtood figurativeh ;'and if Figures: be admnreed in- ſome 'parts'of 
that diſcourſe, .ir is unjuſt to reject 75 a ifing the ſame Figures to other parrs of ir," In fine, 
. Chriftcelk chem this Bread was his Iſh which he'was to give for the Life of the World, which 
can be applied to nothing bur the offering up himſelf on che Crots. . This did, as it was no 
wonder, ſtartle the Jews, fo they murmured, and ſaid, How can this Man give us his Fleſh to 
eat ? To which Chriſts Anſwer 1s fo clear, that it is indeed ſtrange rhere Id remain any 
doubting about ir. He firſt rells chem, except they eat the Fleſh and drink the Blood of the Son of 
Man, they had n»-Life in them.. Where on the way mark, that drinking the Blood is as necetlary 
as.eating the Fleſh; and theſe words being expounded of rhe Sacrament, cannot bur diſcover 
them extreamly guilty who do'not d#ink the Blood. - For ſuppoſe the DoEtrine of the Blood's 
concemitaring the Fleſh were true ; yet even in thar caſe they only eat the Blood, but cannot 
be ſaid to drink the Blozd. Burt from theſe words it is apparent Chriſt muſt be ſpeaking chietly, 
it not-only of the ſpiritual Communicating: for otherwiſe no man can be ſaved, thar hath nor 
receivedthe Sacramenr. The -words are- formal and poſitive, and Chriſt having made this a 
—_—_— of Life, I ſee'not haw we dare promiſe Life' ro any that. hath: never re- 
ceived It. »: - IKER | ; oo wont 
And indeed it was no wonder that thoſe Fathers who underſtood theſe words. of the Sa- 
crament, appointediit ro be givento Irifanrs immediately after they were baptized ; for that 
was a nece{ſary conſequence that followed this expoſition of our Saviours words, And- yer the 
Church of Rome will not deny, bur if any die before he is adulr, or if a Perfon converted be-in 
Tuch Cjrcumſtances:rhar it is not poſſible for him to receive the Sacrament, and fo dies with- 
our it, he may have everlaſting Life :-rherefore they muſt conclude, that Chriſts Fleſh may be 
eacen by- Faith even without the Sacrament. | ; 
_- Again in the nexr verſe he ſays, Whoſo eateth my Fleſh, and erinketh my Blood, hath eternal 
Life. Theſe words muſt be underſtood in the' fame 1ſenſe they had in the former verſe, they 
being indeed the reverſe of ir. Therefore ſince there is no addirion of worthily neceſſary to the 
fence of the former Verſe, neither is it neceffary in this. But it muſt be concluded Chriſt 1s 
here fpeaking of -a thing without which none can have Life: -and by which all have Life: 
therefore when ever Chriſts Fleſh is eaten, and his Blood is drunk, which is moſt fignally 
. done in-the Sacrament, there eternal Life muſt accompany 1tz and ſo theſe words muſt be un- 
derſtood,. even in-relation to rhe Sacrament, only of the ſpiritual Communicating by Faith. 
As when it is ſaid, a man is a reaſonable Creature: though this is ſaid of the whole man, Body 
and. Soul z yer when we ſee that upon the Ditſolution of Soul and Body-no Reafon or Life re- 
wains.in the Body, we from thence poſitively conclude the Reaſon is ſeared only in the Soul; 
rhough the Body has Organs that are neceflary for its Operations : So when it 15 ſaid we eat 
Chriſts Fleſh, and drink his Blood in the Sacrament, which gives eternal Life ; there being 
ewo things in it, the bodily eating- and the ſpiritual communicaring ; though the eating of 
Chriſts Fleſh is faid ro be done in the worthy receiving, which conſiſts of theſe two, yet fince 
we may clearly fee the bodily receiving may be without any ſuch Effe&ts, we muſt conclade 
that the opting of Chriſts Fleſh is only:done by the inward Communicaring 3 though the ocher, 
that is the bodily part, be a divine Organ, 'and' conveyance of it. And as Reaſon 15 ſeated on- 
ly in the Soul, 1o the caring of Chriſts Fleſh muſt be only inward and ſpiritual, and fo the 
mean by which we receive Chriſt in the Supper is Faith. ” bt | 
All this is made much clearer by the words that follow, my Fleſh is Meat indeed, and my 
blond is drink indeed. Now Chriſts Fleſh'is ſo caten, as iris meat; which I ſuppoſe nong will 
queſtion, it being a proſecurion of the ſame difcourſe. Now ir 1s not meat as taken by the 
Body, for they cannot be ſo groſs as.to ſay, - Chriſts Fleſh is the Meart of our Body ; therefore 
ſince his Fleſh is only the Mear of the Soul and-ſpiritual Nourithmenr,: it is only eaten, by the 
Soul, and ſo received by Faith, Its | 
Chriſt alſo ſays, He that eaterh my fleſh and drinks my blood dwells in him and he in bim, This 
is the definirion of that cating and-drinking he had been fpeaking of; ſo that ſuch er 
welling 


(13) ; 
dwelling in him, fuch alſo muſt be the caring of him 5 the one therefore being: ſpiritual,  in- 
| - and by fairh, the other muſt be ſuck alſo. -And thus ir is as plain as can be, from the 
words of Chrift, that he ſpake nor of a carnal or corporal, but of a ſpiricual eating of+his Fleſh 
by Faith. All this is more confirmed by the Key our Saviour gives of his whole Diſcourſe, 
when the Fews were offended for the hardneſs of his ſayings, It is the Spirit that quickneth ( ar 
giveth the Life he had been ſpeaking of ) the f:ſh 'profiteth nothing, the words I ſpeak unto you- 
are ſpirit, and they are Life, From which it 15 plain he tells chem'ro underſtand his words of 
a ſpiritual Life, and in a ſpirirual manner. 
ur now I ſhall examine N. N. his Reaſons to the contrary. | | 

'His chief Argument is, that when eternal Life is promiſed upon the giving of Alms, or other 
; good Works, we muſt neceſſarily underſtand ir with this Proviſo, thar they were given: with a 
-- good intention, and from a good Principle : therefore we muſt underſtand theſe words of 
our Saviour ro have ſome ſuch Proviſo in them. | 

All rhis concludes nothing. Ir is indeed certain when any promiſe is paſt upon an external 
ARton, ſuch a reſerve muſt be underſtood. And fo St. Pal tells us, if he beftowed all his goods 
to feed the Poor, and had no Charity, it profited him nothing. And if it were clear our Saviour 
were here ſpeaking of an external action, I ſhould acknowledge ſuch a proviſo muſt be under- 
ſtood ; bur thar is the thing in queſtion; and I hope I have made ir appear Our Saviour is 
ſpeaking of an internal a&1on, -and therefore no ſuch proviſo is to be ſuppoſed. For he is. 
Feating of thar eacing of his Fleſh, which muſt neceflarily and certainly be worthily done,. 
and (o that objeRion is of no force. He muſt therefore prove, that the eating his Fleſh is pri- 
marily and fimply meant of the bodily eating in the Sacrament ; and not only by a denomita- 
rion, from a Relarion to it; as the whole nian is called reaſonable, though the reaſon is ſeared 
in the Soul only, . | « 

What he ſays to ſhew that by Faith only we are not the Sons of God, fince by Bapriſim alſo. 
we are the Sons of God, is-not co the purpoſe : for the deſign of the Argument, was to prove 
that by Faith only we are the Sons of God, ſo as to be the Heirs of erernal Life. Now the- 
Baptiſm of the adult ( for our debate runs upon thoſe of ripe years and underſtanding ) makes. 
them only externally,-and Sacramentally the Sons of God : for the inward and vical Sonſhip 
follows only upon Faith. And this Faith muſt be underſtood of ſuch a lively and' operative 
Faith, as includes both repentance and amendment of Life. So that when our Saviour ſays, 
he that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, that beheving is a complex of all evangelical 
Graces ; from which ir appears, that none of his Reaſons are of force enough to conclude rhar 
the univerſality of theſe words of Chriſt ought to be ſo limited and reſtricted, 

For.whar remains of that which he defired might be taken notice, of, that we ought to 
prove that Chriſts Body and Blood was preſent in the-Sacrament only ſpiritually and nor cor-. 
porally by expreſs Scriptures, or by Arguments whereof the Major and Minor were cither ex- 
preſs words of Scripture, or equivalent to them: ir has no force at all in it. | 

I have ina full diſcourſe examined all thar is in the Plea concerning the expreſs. words of 
Scripture 3 and therefore-ſhall ſay nothing upon that head, referring the Reader to. what he 
will meet with on that Subje& afterwards, . But here I only defire the Reader may conſider, 
our Conreft in-this particular is concerning the true meaning of our Saviours words, This 7s my 
body , in which it is very abſurd to ask for expreſs words of Scripture, to prove that meaning 
. by. For if that he ſetled on, as a neceſſary method of proof, then when other Scriptures are 

brought to prove that to be the meaning of theſe words; ir may be asked how can we prove 
the true meaning of that place we bring to prove the meaning of this by ? and fo by a- 
© progreſs for ever we muſt contend about the true meaning of every Place. Therefore when. 
we enquire into the ſenſe of any controverted place ; we muſt judge of ir by the rules of com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon, of Religion and Piety, and if a meaning be affixed ro any Place 
contrary to theſe, we: have good reaſon to reje& it. For we, knowing all external things 
only by our Senſes, by which only the Miracles and Reſurre&ion of Chriſt could be proved, 
widch are the means God has given us to.conyerle with, and enjoy his whole Creation ; and. 
{ the 
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evidence our ( pobeny ſuch, as naturally determines our Perſwaſions, ſo that after 
we cannot donbr: if chen a ſenſe be offered to any place of Scripture that does overthrow. all | 
this, we have (ufficienc reaſon on chat- very account eorejeR ir, If alo any meaning be faſten- 
cdona of Scripture that deſtroys all our tions of things, -is contrary to the moſt 
univerfally receiv'd Maxims, ſubverts the Notions of matter and accidents, and in a word, 
confounds-all our cleareft Apprehenfions ;3- we-muſt alſo reje& every ſuch gloſs, fince it con- 
tradi rhe evidence of that which is God's Image in us. : 
If alſo a ſenſe of any place of Scripture be propoſed that derogates from the. glorious Exal- 
tation of the humane Nature of our bleſſed Saviour, we have very juſt reaſons to rejett it, even 
rhough we could bring no confirmation of our meaning from expreſs words of Scripture: there- 
fore this:Diſpute being chictly about the meanipg of Chriſt's Words, he that ſhews beſt Rea- 
ſons ro prove rhat his (enlc 1s conſonant to Truth, does all that is necellary 1n this caſe. 
But after all this, we decline not to ſhew clear Scriptures for the meaning our Church puts 
on theſe words of Chriſt, It was Bread that Chriſt took, bleſſeq, brake, and gave his Diſciples. 
Now the Scriprure calling it formally bread, deſtroys Tranſubſtantiation. Chriſt ſaid, This 3s my 
Body, which are declarative, and not imperative words, ſuch as, Let there be light, -or, Be thou 
whole. - Now all declararive words ſuppoſe that which they affirm to be already true, as is moſt 
Clear; therefore Chrift pronounces what the Bread was become by his former bleſling, which 
did ſan&ifie the Elements : and-yer after that bleſſing it was ſtill bread. _ Again, the reaſon and 
end of a ching is that which keeps a proportion with the means toward it; {o that Chriſt's 
words, Do this in remembrance of me, ſhew us, that his Body is here only in a vital and living 
Commemoration and Communication of his Body and Blood. Farther, Chriſt telling us, it 
was his Body that was gruen far 1s, and bis Blood ſhed for us, which we there receive; it 15 appa- 
rent, he is ro be underſtood preſent in the Sacrament; nor as he is now exalted in Glory, but 
as he was on the Croſs when his Blood was ſhed for us. - 

And in fine, 1f we conſider that thoſe to whom Chriſt ſpake were Jews, all this will be more 
eaſily underſtood : fer it was ordinary for them to call the Symbol by the Name of the Original 
it repreſented. So they called the Clara between the Cherubims, God and Fehovah, according 
to theſe words, O thou that dwelleSt between the Cherubims : and all the ſymbolical Apparitions 
of God to the Patriarchs and rhe Prophets, were ſaid to be the Lord appearing to them, Burt that 
which is more to this purpoſe, is, -thar. the Lamb chat was the fymbol and. memorial of their 
Deliverance out of Egypt, was called the Lord's Paſſover, Now though the Paſſover then was 
only a Type of our Dehverance by the Death of Chriſt, yet the.Lamb was In proportion corthe 
Pailover 1n Ezyp, as really a Repreſemtarion of ir, as the Sacrament is of the Death of Chrilt. 


'. Andit is no more to be wondered that Chriſt called che Elements his Body and Blood, though 


rhey were not ſo corporally, but only myſtically, and ſacramentally ; than that Moſes called the 
Lamb the Lord's Paſſover. So that it is apparent it was common among the Jews to. call the 
Symbal and Type by the Name of the Subſtance and Original. Therefore our Saviour's Words are 
to be underſtood. in the ſenſe and ſtile that was uſual among thefe to whom he ſpake, it being 
the moſt certain rule of underſtanding any doubrful to examine the ordinary ſtile 
and forms of ſpeech. in that Age, People, and Place, in which ſuch Phraſes were uſed, 
This 1s ſignally confirmed by the Account which Maimonides gives us of the 
ſenſe in which eating an4 drinking 15 oft taken in the Scriptures. Firſt,he ſays, it More News- 
ſtands in its natural ſgnificarion, for receiving bodily Food: Then becauſe there chim Par, 
. are two things done in eating, the firſt ts the deſiruRton of that which is caren, © 1c. "0. 
ſo that ir loſetl: irs firft form 3 the crher 1s rhe increaſe and nouriſhment of the : 
ſubſtance of the Perſon that eats: therefore he obſerves that Eating has two other ſignifications 
in the Langvage of the Scriptures: the one is deflru#ion and deiolation; ſo the Sword is [aid 
to eat, Or as we render it, to devo ; fo a Land is ſaid to eat its Inhabitants, and fo Fire is ſaid 
to ear or wore wh: The _ oy it c _ 5 a rgjate RE pre hog a Intel- 
lefual Apprekenſions, by which the form ( or ſou mans con the perfeton that is in 
them, pn body is preſerved by food, For proof of this, he cites divers o_ out of we _ 
. 4 EIA» 
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Teſtament, as 7/a. 5 5. 2. come buy and eat, and Prov. 25. 27. and Prov. 24. 13. he alſo adds, thae 
cheir Rabbins commonly call Wiſdom, 0m dar cires ſome of their Sayings, as, come and eat 

in which there is much fat, and that xr eating and drinking is tn the Book of the Pro- 
verbs, i is nothing elſe but Wiſdom or the Law, $9 alſo Wiſdom is often called Water, Ia. 55, 1. - 
and he concludes, rhat beceuſe this ſenſe of eating occurs fo often, and i ſ» manife$t and evident, as 
if it were the primary and mt "oy fpgnification of the Word, therefore Hunger and Thirt do alſo 
land for a privation of Wiſd'm and Under/tanding, as Amos.8. 21. To this he alſo refers that of - 
chirſting, P/al. 42. 3. and J/a. 12. 3. and Jonathan paraphraſing theſe Words, Ye ſhall draw 
water out of the Wells of Salvation, renders ir, Te ſhall receive a new Deftrine with joy from the 
ſele## ones among the Fu$t, which is farther confirmed from the words of our Saviour, Zohn7. 37. 

And from theſe Obſervations of the Learnedeſtand. moſt Judicions among all rhe Rabbins, 

we fee that: the Jews underſtood the Phraſes of cating and eating of fleſh in this ſpiritual and 
. figurative ſenſe of recenving V/iſdom and Taitrn#icn, So that this being an uſual form of Speech 
among them, it is no ſtrange thing ro jmagine how our Saviour, being a Zew according tothe 

Fieſh, and converfing with Fews, did uſe theſe Terms and Phraſes in a ſenſe that was common 
to that Nation. - : 

And from all theſe ſet together, we are confident we havea great deal of Reaſon, and ftrong - 
and convineing Authormies from the Scriprures, to prove Chriſt's-words, This is my Body, are 
robe underſtood ſpirittally, myftically, and facramenrally. Ke > OE 

There remains only to. he conſidered what weight there is in what NN. ſays. He anſwered 
to D. S. That Chri maght be received by our ſenſes. though n1t perceived by any of them, as a_ bole is 

- ſwallowed over, though owrtaſte does not reliſh or perceive it. That Great Man 15 fo very well fur- 
niſhed with Reaſon and Learning to juſtific all he fays, that no other body needs interpoſe on 
| his account. Bur he being now buſie, it was not worth the giving him the trouble, to ask how 
he would reply upon ſo weak an» Anſwer, ſince 1ts ſhallowneſs appears at the firit view: for is 
there any pp be made berween an-Obje& that all my tenſes may perceive, if I have 
a mind to jr, that I ſee with mine eyes; and touch, and feel in my mouth, and if ir be roo big, 
and my Throat roo narrow, I will feel ſtick there; bur only to guard againſt irs offentive taſte, 
I fo: wrap or convey it, that I relith nothing ungrateful in it : and the receiving Chriſt with 
my ſenſes, when yet none of them eirher do, or can, though applied with all poſſible care, 
diſcern him? So that it appears D. S. had very goodreafon to fay,* it feemed indeed ſtrange ro 
him, to ſay, that Chriſt was received by our ſenfes, and yet was fo preſent that none of our 
ſenſes. can perceive hin-: and this Anſwer to it is bur mere tritling. 


Crgy 3 * 


Here follows the Paper we promiſed, wherein an Account is given. of 
the DeFrine of the Church for the firſt Eight Centuries inthe point 

: of the Sacrament, which i; demonſtrated to be contrary to Tran- 
ſubſtantiation; written in a Letter to my Lady T. | 


Madar:, | "- 


\ | « Ladiſhip may remember, That our Meeting at your Houſe on the Third Inſtant, 
: ended with a Promiſe we made, of ſending you ſuch an account of rhe Tenſe of the 
- Fathers for the firſt ſix Ages, as might ſufficiently ſarisfie every impartial Perſon, That 
they did mt believe TranſubRtantiation. This Promiſe we branched our 1n three Propoſitions: firſt, 
That the Fathers did hold, That after the Confecration the Elements of Bread and Wine did 
remain unchanged is their ſubſtance. The ſecond was, thar after the Conſecration they called. 
the Elements the Types, the Antitypes, the Myſteries, the Symbols, the Signs, the Figures, and 
rhe Commemorations of the _ and blood of Chriſt; which certainly will fatisfie every un- 
prejudiced Perſon, That they did nor think the Bread and "Wine were Mnihilated, -and that in 
their room, and under their accidents, the ſubſtance of the body and blobd of Chriſt was there. 
Thirdly, we ſaid, That by the Do&rine of the Fathers the unworthy Receivers got not the body 
and the blood of Chriſt; from which it muſt neceſlarily follow, That the ſubſtance of his body 
and blood is nor under the accidents of Bread-and Wine; otherwiſe all theſe thar unworthily re- 
ceive them cat Chriſt's body and blood. Therefore, to diſcharge our ſelves of our Promiſe, we 
ſhall now give your Ladiſhip ſuch an account of the Do&rine of the Fathers on theſe Heads, as 
we hope ſhall convirice thoſe Gentlemen, that we -had a good warrant for what we faid. 

The firſt Propoſition is, The Fathers believed that after the Conſecration the Elements were flill 
Bread and Wine. The Proofs whereof we ſhall divide into three branches: The firſt ſhall be, 
That after the Conſecration they uſually called them Bread and Wine. 'Secondly, Thar they 
exprelly aſſert, that the ſubſtance of Bread and Wine remained. Thirdly, That they believed 
the Sacramental Bread and Wine did nouriſh our bodies. 

For proof of the firſt, We defire the following Teſtimonies be confidered : 

Fuftin Martyr ſays, Theſe who are called Deacons diftribute the bleſſed Bread and Wine Apolog. 2. 
and Water to ſuch as are preſent, and carry it to the abſents, and this nouriſhment is by us 3p 
called the Eucharift. Anda lictle after, We ds not receive theſe as common Bread, or common Drink ; 
for as by the word of God Jeſus al our Saviour being made Fleſh, had both Fleſh and Blood for our 
Salvation, ſo we are taught, that that food by which our blood and fleſh are nouriſhed, by its change, be- 
ing bleſſed by the word of Prayer which he gave us, is both the fleſh and the blood of the Incarnate 
Zeſus. Thus that Martyr, tht wrote an hundred and fifty years after Chriſt, calls the Eiements 
Bread and Wine, and the nouriſhment which being changed into Fleſh and Blood nouriſhes them. And 
ſaying, zt is not common Bread and VVine, he ſays, that it was ſtill ſo in ſubſtance 3 and his illu- 
ſtrating it with the Incarnation, in which the Humane. Nature did not loſe nor change its ſub- 
ſtance mn its union with the eternal Word, ſhews, he thought not the Bread and Wine loſt rheir 
ſubſtance when they became the fleſh and blood of Chriſt. 

The next Witnels ts Irene, who writing againſt the/alentinians, thardenied the Lib .4.adv. 
Farher of our Lord Jeſus to be the Creator of the World, and alſo denied the Reſur- Her. c. 34. 
re&ion of the B>1v,confures both theſe Herefies by Arguments drawn from the Eu- 
charift. To the firlt he ſays, Ifthere be ansther Creator than the F ather of our Lord, then our offering 
Creatures to him, argues him covetous of that which is not his own, and ſo we reproach him rather than 
bleſs him. And adds, How does it appear to any of them, that that Bread over which thanks are given, 
ir the bady of his L1rd, and the Cup of his blood, if he be not the Son of the Creator, And he 
argues againſt their Saying, our bodies ſhould nor. riſe again that are fed by the body and 
blood of Chriſt : for, fays he, that bread which is of the Exrth, hating had the Invocation of © 
God” over it, 7s no more common bread, but the Excharift, conſiſling of two things, an earth- 


ly 
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% eden tewnh; Jo Buds ther necvethe Kghorif ant i naſty bake rhe Fae 
my? Lib.: — "Brave! &, 145 igainſt Acocier, that Chriſt was -Not.con- 
-cravy.xo the Creator,::among other : Lives brings to-ſhew, that Chriſt made nfe of 
the Creatures, and. neither reje&ed Water, Oil, Milk, or Hony, he adds, tdther did be rijebt 
Bread, by which hi 14priſents bis own Body. ' And further 'fays, (Lib. 3: adv. Marc. ci 19.) Cbri 
calls Bread bis Body that from thence you may Mer purer be gave the Figure of his Body tothe Bre 
Origen ſays, ( Lib. 8, cont. Celſum, ) We tat of the Loaves ſet beſore us, with Thanksziving and Proy- 
2rs 0ver what is given tou, which" bythe Prayer art- become a certain holy Body, that Sos thoſe 
Who uſe them LIE 4 rr purpoſe, calle tbe Brea 
Sr. Cyprianſays; (Epiſt. 975.) Criſt calls that was compounded of nizny qr dins gjaek to- 
mrs fo Grape ad Brie, is Ban: hy Fens ow Fi ; ee which 
x prifſed oit of many s and Berrits, ' 00 e s our Floth which is together 
Gre rein Mink ho onl the - : 1; : a7 
| writing aga e who only ut Water in C ice, ( Epi 63. he ſays, Sin 
Chriſt ſaid, Tun the trut Vine, -the Elvod of init is wo io (2s dr: en0 296 fide 
Blood by which-w4 are vedoened nd quekene huts Chalice is ag Wineis wen is | heal the Blood 
J—_ ſorwid. And char whole Epiſtle is allzo:the Game 
(5 Anchorat ?) ſays, Clift in the Supper voſt and two theſe chings, and baving gives 
ſaid, 'This is my, cc. Now wefee 7s tur norlthe it, neither to bis Incarnate 
Like, Mor art Deity, nor the Eineaments of is Memhers, for it is vound, and without fling fſetiing 
«s 10415 Vertue, And this he ſays, to ſhew how: Manmay be Gd x0be madeafter rhe image 
of Got, - Arr a7 be norffkehim. = 
..Gxtg n, (in Ora. de Bup. Cir.) hewing howcommenehings may be-ſandified, as 
Vater. i Baptiſm, the Srones of an Altar and Church dedicared > heads, 8o alſo Bread 
in the Bagimtap is emmes, up oir the yr bis confers e TE aatrode 2nd is the Body 
ſo the Myſtical Ol, fo the Wine before the Bleſſmg, ave things of tittle value, Ut after the & oi 
of the-Spwit, both of them work exteliently.. - Healſo adds, That the Prieſt by his Bleſſing is ſeparatel 
and ro 5þ from which ir appears, he no more believed the Change ofthe Subftance of the 
Ro —_ into che emerged ma broke or ORs. Mie Medion 
Lib.'De Bene. P atHiavcc cap.:9. which was 5 $, 
This Brad Chrift- gave 'bis Apoſtles, Hick might deidei to the People that belicued, and pris 
it to us to day, which the Prizft conſetrates in his Words, - this Bread is made the Food of . "he-Sdats 
*Se, Chryſoftome '(Homil; 2.4. in-Epiſt. ad Cor.) op theſe Words, The Bread which we brake, is 
3t nor the. Communion of the Body of Chriſt 2 ſays, What is the Bread 2? The Body of Chriſt. What are 
they-maile who take it? The Body of Chriſt. From whence ic appears, he thought theBread was 
ſo the Body of Chrift, as the worth m— Oey: which 1s not by the Change of their Sub- 
ſtance, birk the Sandtification'of their N 
St. From Tepip 2d 2 ſays, Let ws bear ff the Bread whith Chriſt brake and gavt his Diſs 
ples, to bethe Body of onr Lord 
'And he fays, (Coment.. S. Mat. 26.) After the Typical Paſcha was s fulfilled, Chriſtrook Bread 
that comforts the Heart Man, and went to the trut Sarramme of the Paſcha, that as Melchiſedeck . 
wr the hank had done offering Bread and Wine, ſo be "mght alſo repreſent the Truth of bis Body and Blood. 
Where he very —— cath the Elerhents Bread and Wine, and a Repreſentation of Chriſt's 
Body and 
'$. Auftin (asheis cited by Folemtiu de Beptiſmo- and' divers others) in his Exhortation to 


theſe rhar werenewly baprized, | of this Sacrament, ſays, That whicb-you-ſet-is the Bread, 
and the Cup whith your Eyes witnejs : but that -which your Faith oe inftrufted in, 3s, that the 
Bread is the Body of Chriſt, and-tht Cup is his Blood, And then he propoſesthe Objetion, how 
that-could be? - And ariſwers it thus; Theſe things are _— oalle pig mann ont thing is. 


ſec, end. another is. nnderſtood ': What you ſet bas a-bodily Fn yvog but what you -underſtaud. has & 


pineal Fruit 4 ani Tf you will underſtand the Body of Chr bear what the Ape ſays tothe. _ 
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Te ove tht Boily of Chriſt and bis Members :- 1j therefore you-be the Bady and. Membirs of Chrift, you 
Fa is placed onthe Table of the Lord, and you receive the Myſtery of the Lord. Atid at. large 
4 this, to ſhew how rhe Faithful are the Body of Chriſt, -a'the Bread:is made up of 
*many Grains ; from whence ir appears, that he believed, - that the conſcrated Elements were 
+ And ſpeaking of St. Paul's breaking Bread at Froas, he ſays, (Epift. 86.) bring to break Bread 

that night, as.it is broben in the Sacrument of the Body of Chriſt,. . He alſo ſays, (Serm.g. De Niverſ.) 
.Fbe Encharift is our daily Bread 5; but let us ſo rtctiut it, that not only our Belly but our Mind be refre 
ed by it. - Beſides,in a great many.places St. Auitin calls che Exchariit, the Sacrament of Bread and 
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- * And ſpeaking of things, made uſe of ro ſignify ſomewhar elſe, he adds for one, (Liþ..3. De 
_ Jrinit. c, 10.) The _— is made for this, is conſumed in our receiving the Sacrament. _ allo toms 
Lib. 19. De Civ. Dei.) Toeat Bread is in the New Teftament, the Sacrifice of Chriſtians, He likewiſe 

ays, (Lib. Cont. Donat; C. 6.) Both Judas and Ptter rectived a part of the ſame Bread out of the (ame 

| band of ow Lord. © % | ry ; ; 

And thus from twelve Witnefles that are beyond all Exception, it does appear, That the 
Fathers believed the Elements to be ftill Bread and Wine after che Conſecration. © We have 
not brought any Proofs from the Fathers that are lefs known or read, ' tor then we muſt have 
twelled up this Paper beyond what we intend ir. One thing is ſo contiderable, that we cannor 
forbear to defire it be taken norice of; and that is, That we fee.thoſe great Fathers and DoRors 
of the Church call the conſecrated Elements,withour any mincing of the martrer,Bread & Wine; 
but when they call ir the Body and Blood of Chriſt, they often uſe ſome mollifying and le(s hax- 
dy Expreflion. So St. Auftin ſays, (Serm.. $3. Dt Verb. Dom.) Almoft all call the Sacrament bis 
Body. , And again fays, ( Lib. 3c De-Frinit. c.' 4.) We call that only the Body and Blood:of Chrift, 
which being a of the Frudts of the Earth, and conſtcrated by the Myſtical - Prayer, we rightly receive 

- for aur Spiritual Health jy the Commemoration of the Paſſion of our Lord for us.- And he ſays, (Epiſt. 
23- 4d Bonifac.) . Aſter ſome ſort the Sacrament af the Body of Chrift is bis Body, and the Sacrament of bis 
Blood is the Blood of Chrift.- And alſo ſays, (Serm. 2. in. Pſal. 33.) He carried bimſelf in his- own 
Hands in ſome ſort, when be ſaid, This is my Body. © —__ ox 

St. Chryſoftom ſays, (Epift. ad Ceſar.) The Bread is thought worthy to be called. the Body of oyr Lord. 
And on. theſe Words, The Fleſh luſteth againit the Spirit, among the improper accepcions of 
Fleſh, fays, C Comm. in Epiſt, ad Galat..c, 5.) The Scriptures uſt to call the pfterier hy the name of 
Eteſh, and ſomitimes the Church, ſaying, She is the Body-of Chrift. |. | 
:  Fertullian ſays, ( Lib. 4. cont, Marc. C, 40._) Chrifi calls the Bread his Bo.ly, and a little after, 
be names the Bread bis Body. | ; 

Wdore Hiſpal. fays, ( Orig. lib. 6. c. g._) We call this aftiy bis Command the Body and Blood of 
Chyift, which being made of the Fruits of the Earth, 4s ſanflified and made a Sacrament, : 

Fheodoret ſays, ( Dialog. 1._) In the giving of the Myſteries, Chrift called the Bread bis Body, and 
the mixed Cup bis Blood, And ſays, ( Dialog, 1._) He who called bis Natural Body.Corn and Bread, 
ard alſo calls bimſelf a Vine, liktwiſe bonoured theſe viſible Symbols with the names of bis Body and Blood.. 
- But we now go to bring our Preofs for the next Branch of eur firſt Propoſirion ;.in which we 
afſert, That the Fathers believed that rhe very Subſtance of the Bread and Wine did remgin 
after the Conſecration, By which all che Proofs brought in'the former Branch. will receive 
a further Evidence 3, ſince by theſe ir will. appear the Fathers believed the Subſtance of the 
Elements remained; and thence we-may well conclude, that wherever we find:mention made 
of Bread and Wine after Conſecration; they mean of rhe Subſtance,' and not of the. Accidents 
of Bread. and Wine. For-proofof this,, we ſhall only bring the Teſtimonies of four Fathers, 
that lived almoſt within one Age, and were rhe. greateſt: Men of the Age. Their Authority is 
as generally received, as their Teſtimonies are formal and decifive : And'theſe are Po Gel, /R 
ws; St.. Chryſoſtom, . Ephrems- Patriarch of Antioch, and Theodorer, whom we ſhall find delivering 
2 us the Dofrine. of the Church in their Age, with great Conſideration , upon a very.weigh- 

ky Oceafic:1.: So that jt ſhall appear that this was for char Age the DoQtcine generally received 

both.in the Churches of Rome and.Conſtantinoplt,, Antioch, and Afia the lefs, = ve 


\ 


We ſhall 


| Nextthis Patriarch of Conſtantinople, let us hear Ephrem the Patriarch of Antioch give his Te- 
ſtimony, as it is preſerved by Photizs;" (Cod. 22g.) who ſays thus :- In like manzer (having be- 
fore xreated of rhe two Narures unired in Chrift ) the Body of Chrift, which 3s received by t'18 Faith- 
ful, does riot depart from its ſenſible Subſtance, :and yet remains inſeparated from toe Intelleual Grace : 
$0 Baptijm becoming wholly Spiritual, and one, it preſtrvts its own ſenſible Subſtance, and does not loſe 
that which it was before. - : bone 

Totheſe we ſhall add, what Th:odoret ( Dialog. 1.) on the ſame occaſion ſays againſt rhoſe, 
who from that - the Word was made Fliſh,helieved,that in the Incarnation the Divinity of 
the Word was changed into the Humanity of the Fleſh,He brings in his Hererick arguing abour 
ſonie Myſtical Expreſſions of the Old Teſtament, thar relared to Chriſt : Ar lengrh he comes 
to ſhew, how Chriſt called bimfelf Bread and Corn, ſo alſo in the delivering the Myſteries, Chrift called 
the Bread his Body, and the mixed Cup his Blood ; and our Saviour changed the Names, calling his Body 
by the name of the Symbol, and the Symbol by the name of bis Body. And when the Heretick asks 
the reaſon whyrhe Names wexe ſa changed, the Orthodox anſwers, That it was manifeft to ſuch 
as were initiated in Divine things ; for he would. have thoſe who partake of the Myſteries, not look to the 
Nature of thoſe things that were ſeen, but by the Change of the names, to believe that Change that was made 
through Grace ; for he'who called his Natural Body'Corn and Bread, does likewiſe honour the viſsble Sym- 
 bols with the name of bis Body and Blood ; not changing the Nature, but adding Grace to Nature : And 
ſo goes on toask his Heretick, wherher ht thought the boly Bread was the Symbol and Type of bis 
Divinity, or of his Body and Blood 2 And the other acknowledging they were the Symbols of bis 
Eody and Blood : He concludes, that Chriit had a true Body. 

The ſecond Dialogue is againſt the Extychians; who believed, thar after Chriſt's Aſſump- 
tion, his Body was ſwallowed up by his Divinity : And there the Extychian brings an Argument 
to prove that Change from the Sacrament ; ir beirig granted, that the Gifts before the Prieſt's 
Prayer were Bread and Wine. _' He asks how it was to be called after the SanRification? the 
Orthodox anſwers. the Body and Blood of Chriſt z and that he believed he received the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, From thence the Hererick,as having gor a great advantage,argues; That as 
rhe Symbols of the Body and Blood of our Lord were ont thing bejore the Prieftly Invocation, and after that 
were changed, and are different from what they were : So the Body of our Lord, aſter the Aſſumption, was. 
changed mto'the Divine Subſtance, Bur the _ replies, that he was catched in the Net by laid for 6- 
weld - -. thers 3 
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4 ugainſt the Exychian, as they _ from the abſue- 
9 wa muranon-of-the Humane - Nature : of: Chriſt -inco: his 
this ſubſtenrial converſion ofthe: — Sovanaric Chrift's Body, 
vayama "And we can as : little doubt; bur the Ezyyhians 
bad water rwbne tin onthemſdves, with theſe Anſwers, if that Dodrine had 
been thenreceived, Iris true, it would feem from the laſt Paſſage of Theodore, rhat the Zy- 
tychiansdid believe ſome ſuch change 3 bur that could nor be, for they denied the Being of the 
ghee ſo could not think any hing was changed into thar which ay believed was 
Therefore-weare to ſuppoſe him arguing, from ſome coramonly- received cnpurtinns; 

which the Father ex 
In fine, The defign-of thoſe Fathers being to prove, thar the tener mightbe unired 
withour the change of either of their ſubſtances in the Perſon of Chriſt, ic had been inexcuſys 
ble Folly in them, to have argued from the facramental Myſteries being. unired to the Body 
and Blood Oy if they had nor believed they retained their former Subſtance ; for had 
they believed Tranſubſtantiation, what a goodly Argument had it been, to have aid, Becauſe 
after the Conſecration the Accidents of Bread and Wine reinain;therefore the Subſtance of the 
Humanity rernained ſtill, tho unired to rhe Divine Nature in Chriſt? Did ever Manin his Wits - 
arpne inthis faſhion? Certainly, theſe four Biſhops, whereof three were Patriarchs, and one 
of rhefe a Pope, deſervedto have been hifſcd our of | rhe World, as Perſons thar underſtood 


Bot what it was todraw a Conſequence, if they had argued foas they did, and believed Tran-.. 


ſabſtantiarion. Bur-if you allow them ro believe (as certainly they did) that mthe Sacra» 
ment the real Subſtances of Bread and Wine remained, tho after the SanRification, by the 
— the Holy Ghoſt, they were the-Body and Blood of Chriſt, and were to be called 
fo ; therrthis is a moſt excellent ittaſtrarion of rhe Myftery of the Incarnation, in which = 
Kumar Nature retains frs-proper-and true Sybſtance, tho after the Union with the: Divini 
Ehriſt be called God, event as ks was Nan, by.yirrue ofhis Union wich the Eternal. word. ©: 
And this ſhews how-unreaſonable'it is ro-pretend, rhar becauſe Subſtance and Nature are 
ſqmerimes uſed even for accidental Qualkies,chey ihould be therefore underftood fo in the ci= 
ted places 3 for if you rake them in thar eſe, you defttoy the force of the Argument, which 
eheings very ſtrong one, will by this means become a moſt ridiculous Sophifin. Yer we 
indeed- beholdentothofſe a —_— ſhew,. thar Subſtance and Nature ftand 
Often 
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Hd inthe Eighh\Cencary balleve, That the ſubſtance of: he Br 
1ſt;, andthatic was only the Image-of Chriſt's Body : and if in this > 
nition they {pake nor mare confogantly to-rhe Doftrine'of the former Ages, than their Ene- + 
mies at Nice did, lerwhat has beenſſet down, andſhall be: yer adduced, declare.. - 
Sako weadrancetothorkirdBoanch of our firſt Aſſextion,chatche Fathers believed that 
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are.c refs and ane. ſo che Deſign onwhicktte ufes them- will. cy none ofthoſe. | 
they commonly rely on. 

 Tixtallian, yg (Lib, de Reſon, C.8 <6) the Fleſh is fed with the Body and Bigod of Criſs. | 

. St, Auſtin (Sermy. de Divaſ;) after he had called the Euchariſt pm daily Bread, he exhorts 
us ſo.to receive; it; . that nat only our Bullies, but our Minds might be refueſeds by it. 

_ Ipdore of Sevil (ays, The Roſen of the ___ Bread. nowihes the outward. Man or, as Bertram 
Cites ard hr & that we receive externally inths Sacrament Li the Body aud Blood of Chriſt, s pro- 

tor the B 
gf” = let us fee —"h the 16th Council of Toledo ſays.1n Arno 6 33s condemning thoſe that 
did not offer in the Euchariſt entire Loaves, but only round Crufts 3, they did: appoint, one entire Loaf 
carefully prepared to be ſet on the Altar, that it might be ſanftified by the Priefly Beredifiion.and order, . 
that what remained after Conunynian, - ſhould be either put in ſone Bag, or, if it wag medful, to ext it up, - 
that it might not oppreſs the Belly of him that took. it with the burden of an eavy ſurcharge 3, and-that it : 
might not go to the Digeſtion, but that it might feed bis. Soul with ſpiritual Nouriſhnent. From which 
Words, one of two Conſequences: will neceſſarily follow ; - eirher that.rhe Conſecrared Ele- - 
ments do really nouriſh the. Body,which-we intend to prove from them 3: or-that the Body of - 
Chriſt is not in the Elements, butas they are Sacramenrally uſed, which we acknowledg many. 
of the Fathers believed, Bur the laſt Words we cited of the Spiritual Nouriſhment, ſhew : 
thoſe-Fathers did nor think. ſo ; and if they,did, we. ſuppoſe thoſe we deal with will ſee, ' thar 
to believe Chriſt's Body is only jn the Elements when uſed, . will clearly leave the Charge of E; 
dolatry. on thas Church in their Praceſhons;, and oxhcr. Adoraziqus of rhe Hoſt,  .. | 

Bur none. is {6 expreſs.as- Origen, (Comment. in Mat, c. 15, who-on theſe wards, *73s not: 
that which 61ters within 4 Man which atfpies a Man, Gays, If eony thing that enters by the Mouth, 
goes into the Belly, and is caſt into the Draugit ; then the Food that: zs ſanttifed by the Word of. God,. | 
and by. Prayer; g0es alfa to the Belly, "ng $9 mhgt- 35 waterial in it, and from thence to the-Draught 3 but * 


bp he i Prayer has 1086, Ade: vir; thy 3648 af fut 6g; groporpien to oy Faith, aud is the nazn har the X 
nder-" 
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Commeinoration, Repreſentarion, che Myſteries, and the Sicrzmetra of the Body and Blood 


Body and Blnod. e ſame Exprefſions are alſo in Bede, Alcabne, and Druthmar, that lived in 
the Eighth and Ninth Centuries. Burt what Sc. Auſtin ſays elſewhere (Lib. 3. de DofF, Chr. 
C: 16.) 4s very full in this marter, ' where, -rreating-of the. Rules by- which we are to judg 
svhat Expreſſions in Scriprure are figurative, and whatnor,' he gives this for one Rule : If ay 
place ſeem to command a"Crime or horrid Adtion, it is fignrative; and to inſtance it, cites theſe 
avords, Except ye eat the Fieh-and drink the Blond of the Son of Man, you bave no Life in you; which 
(fays he) ſtems to command ſome Crime, 'or horrid Aion, therefore it is a Figuee, commanding us to 
communicate'in the Paſſion of our Lord, and ſweetly and profitably to lay up ia our Memory, that his 
Fleſh was crecified and wounded for us. - Which words are ſo expreſs and fall,-that whatever 
- thoſe we deal with-may think of "them, we are fure we cannot deviſe how any one could 
have delivered our DcArine more formally. - Parallel to theſe are Origer's words,-(Homil. 7. 
in Lev.) who calls the anderſtanding the Wirds of our Saviour, of eating bis Fleſh aud drinking bis 

Blood according to the Letter, a Letter that kills. be ob Bad KORG 6 
Fhe ſame St, Auftin calls the Encharift, a Sign of Chriſt's Body, in his Book-againſt Adiman- 
es, (Lib.cont, Adimant, manich. C: 12.) who ſtudicd to prove that the Author cf the Old and 
| | | New 


cgriments; he uſes.chis, Thar 
is ſe or Soul, comrary to the New Teſtament : To 
n anſwers,' That it was ſo called, ror that it was truly the. Soul or' Liſe, but the Sign of 


been the moſt imperrinent Tlluſtration 'rhar ever was, and had proved- juſt againſt him, thar 
the Sign muſt be aneand che ſame with that which is ſignified by ir. + 2 (UT llfeee 
.--For the Sacrament beitig (called: the Type, rhe Antirype,..the : Symbol and Myſtery of 
Chriſt's Body and'Blood:: The ancient Lirurgies, and Greee Fathers uſe theſe Phraſes fo fre- 
quently, char fince it is not ſo much as denied, we 'judg we need not laborioully prove it. 
-Fherefore we pak over: this, believing ic will +be g1 :3. for if .it be denied; we undertake 
to prove” them' ro have been uſed not only on ſome occaſions, bur to have been the conſtant 
Seyle of the Church. Now that Types, Antitypes, Symbols, and Myſteries, are diſtin&'from. 
that which rhey ſhadow forth, and myſtically. hold our, we believe can be as little diſpured. 
In this:Senſe alt the Figures of the Law are called Types of Chriſt-by the Fathers, and both 
#he Bapriſmal Water and the Chriſm are called Symbols and Myſteries.. And tho there was not 
'that occaſion for rhe Fathers ro diſcourſe. ca wee 'oft, which -every. body received-bur 
-once;' and was adminiſtred ordinarily burow a days of: the Year, as. they had.to ſpeak 
of the Excharift, which was daily conſecrated ; fo that it cannor be imagined, there | be 
neat ſuch a humber.of-places abour the one as about the/orher 3 yer -we-fear not to undertake 
£0 prove, :there be many places among the:Ancients, that do as fully expreſs a change of the 
BaptiſmalWarer, as of the Euchariſtical Elements. From whence ir, may.appear, 'thar their 
great. Zeal to prepare Perſons to a:duer value of rheſe -holy:Aftions, and:'that they ' might 
(not look; ori them. as a vulgar Ablution, or an ordifiary\'Repaſt, 'carried them ro many large 
- and high Expreſſions, which cannox bear a lireral meaning, ''And firice they with whom we 
| dealare fain to fly ro Metaphors and Allegories for clearing of 'whar the Fathers ſay of Bap- 
riſm; it is a moſt unreaſonable ching to complain of us'for ufing ſuch Expoſitions of whac 
they ſay about the Euchariſt, = | BIS pOLnS, » 
. * Bur thar we may hor leave this wicthour ſome Proof, we ſhall ſer down the words of Fa- 
-cundus,”.( Deſenſ, Conc. Chaiced. lib; 5.) who fays, The: Sacrament of Adoption, that is Baptiſm, may 
be called Adoption, i as the : Sacrament of this Body and Blood, "which is in. the conſecrated Bread and 
Cup, is called his Body and Blood ;, not that the Bread 7s properly bis Bbdy, or the Cup properly bis 
- Blood, but becauſe they contain in them the Myſtery of bis Body and Blood ;-and hence it was that our 
Lord called the Bread. hat was bleſſed, and the Cup which he gave bis Diſciples, his Body and Blood. 
Therefore as the Believers in Chrift, when they receive the Sacrament af. bis Body and Blood, are vightly 
ful to havi received: his Body and Blood ; ſo Chriſt, when bt received the Sacrament of rhe Adoprion of 
Sons, may be rightly ſaid to have ytctived the.1 Adoption of. Sons, - And we.leave every one' to ga- 
ther from theſe words, .if the cired Earher could believe Tranſubſtantiation, and it he did not 
think rhar Baptiſm was as rruly the es nr the. Sons of: God, as the Euchariſt was his 
- Body and Blood, which theſe of Remeacknowledg is only to be meantin a moral Senſe. 
- Thar the Fathers called this Sacrament the Memorial and Repreſencation of the Death of 
.Chriſt, and of his Body-thar was broken, and his Blood that was ſhed, we ſuppoſe will be 
. as little — for na Man that eyer looked.into any of: their Treatiſes of the Euchariſt, can. 
.  'St. Auſtin. fays, (Epiſt. 23. ad Bonifacs) That Sarraments-miiſs haut ſome Similitude of theſe things - 
of which they be OS otherwiſe go could nor'be Satraments. Sohe ſays, the Sacrament of the 
"Body" of Chriſt is after ſame manner his Blood; So the Sacrament-of Faith (that is Bapriſm) is Faith, 
| "Bur more exprefly, ſpeaking of the Eucharift-as a'Sacrifice of Praiſe, he ſays, (Lib. 20. 
cont. Fauſt. Mantch. c. 21. ) The Fleſh and Blood of this: Sacrifice was promiſed. before the coming of © 
Cbrift by the Sacrifices of the Types of it *: In the Paſſion of Chriſt, it was dont in the Truth it: ſelf - 
Aud after his Aſcent, is celebrated. by . the Sacrament of the remembrance. of it.. But he explains this * 
more 
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And adds, wdrrſtand ſpiitiatly nee $roartagt wrnbty oh 

Jou;art not to:eat 3-01:20- drink this Blood whichi thiy. ant tohud, who ſhall. aratify nee * ray Fog 
*acommended. x Sarrament:to.yos, which bevy fpiviruaily: mederfiond, ſhatl:qichenizas'; and: tho lit be 
Neoefſary that: it be celebrated -uifibly, 'yet it muſt. be-kinderftoodtixuiſibly. > From whichir ii2as plain 
can be, that Sr. Aefin believed thar in. the:Tuchariſt wedo;norear thee marural ron Non 
drink. the narural Blood of ppm _ chat wedoironly ma Sacrament, and: 


Sat-afe acre at ialirkds will Dt a Re EF od 
'Sacrgmenr a6) a Memorial thar. ied Grits 6 his. abſence: For_cho it . yor mar 
follows, that whiatrfocyer is commemorated: ur —onqrgiuges WoR"_ wi 
Evident, if we firid:the Fathers anatie ſuch :onatc- 

So Gexdentius (Fra#.i1 Ex.) ET ng Gift -of bis New Teſtumabt, bole 
that Night be was: :to ihe /cyuciſſeat, be: liſt as the Pita g. of ie Prin bis 105 the. 
for out Journey wito which -we 'are Fea: this way of ow Life, and d til -we 20 toilnm. out af 
his World.;-for -he -moutd baue bis Banefits remain with us : He wauld have our'Son's: tobe: © abopays 


JandHified by his precious Blood, -and by the Image of bis own Paſſion. 


: Primidfins (Comm. in' Epiſt.# Cor.) s the Sacramiit t0- a Pledg, (which one, whin he 


#6 dying, leaves to. any whom ht-laved. Manycorhet places may be brought,” to few | how-whe 


Fathers (| ne Memorials nad Repreſentations a5 oppokre 20 the Truzh and Prefenue of 
on_ which 1s repreſented. 
Att thus we doubrnorburwe have broughrProok, which; in thee Judgment of albclar: are 
po, png muſt demonſtrate the-trurh of chis our ſecond Propoſition, which we leave, 
n'to the rthigd, ' which was; - 

—_ the Daftrine. of the. Farhers, the mniwerchys Kerdivers did: riot. yoorive! "Chris 
Body Blood-jnthe Sacxamenc.. /. For this" our firſt Prot .is'raken-from:-Origen, '(Comc3n 
Mat;© 1:3.) who afeer hehaid ſpoken at che Sacraments being earcn, and paſling'rothe Belly, 
atlds, Theſe things we have ſaid of the typical: and-ſymbotice! Body; but many:things may brſa3d of the 
Word-tbat' was wade Fleſh, :and ther true Food, mebom: whaſtrorr eats; the flrull live for dunr:; "bon; 
n0wiektd-Perſon can tat © foraj it twert poſſible that any tines wicked, fould eat the Word that 
was made Fleſh,” fince'be is the Word, and the Living ; Break it hadneetribetn written, Whaſo dats this 
ence beriveen rhe rypical:aid finn- 
bolical Wy Ce received in ys, (4m. and the NY Tithe oovy no wicked Perſen 
__ And healfo fays, '(om.:g.. in. Aft. "twa? are Geog, oud dec chas 

down from Heaven 5 und the Wicked eah-Dead Bread, whichvs Death, 
"7 Tex Bifbop/of #21024; 'thar,as 15 -believed, lived-near Origen's rime, (Ht b. . ShraDaek) 
avs, as, he 15-Cired- by Rutberires) Biſhop:of Verma) There 46 canſe to ſur, :thut hnowrrhbots the 
, decaoteat the:Fieh of 'our Lord, nor drink bis Blood, (tho the ſeems to wibothens 
— the Faithſul a REL Ln 6 that tats my Le eg ASIF, _ in 
Aga 1 m bit. -. | | 
Sr. 
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Sr. Ferom on the 66th of [ſaiab, ſays, Thy that are not hoſy in Body and Spivit, do neither eat 
the Fleſh of Jeſus, nor drink. bis: Blood ;-of which bs ſaid, - It that #ats my Flo, 2nd drinks my 
Blood, batb Eternal Life,” And; on the. 8th Chapter of Avſea,; he ſays, They eat . not has &leſh, 
*zwhoſt Fleſh is the Food of them that bzlizve, To the ſame purpaſc-he-writes in his Comments on 
the, 224 of Jei2my, and on the 10th of Zichariab.. | | 


.. St. Auſtin ſays, (Ti att. 26.11 Foan.,) He: that does not abide in Chrift, and in whom Chriſt docs 
 'not abide, certainly does not ſpiritually eat bis Fleſh, nor drink his Blood, tho be may viſibly and car- 
nally break. in his Teeth the Sacrament” of the Body and Blood of Chriſt : But bz rather eats and 
drinks the Sacrament of ſo great a matter to his Zudgment, "AP PRERENY £4 | 
- ; And ſpeaking of thoſe, who by their .Uncleanneſs become the Members of an Harlot ; he 
ſays, (Lib. 21. deCiv. Dei c. 25.) Neither ape they to be ſaid to. eat the Body .of Chriſt, b:cauſe they 
are not his Members. And beſides, he adds, He that ſays, whoſe eats my Fleſh, and drinhs my Blood, 
abides in ms,” and I in-bim ; ſhaws what it is, not only .in a Sacrament, but truly to eat the Body of 
Chriſt, and drink bis Blood. To this we ſhall add, char fo oft cited Paſſage ; (Traf?,g4. in Fan.) 
Thoſe did eat the Bread that was the Lord ; the other ( he means Judas ) the Bread of the Lord 
againſt the Lord, By which he clearly infinuates, he did believe the unworthy Receivers 
did nor receive the-Lord. with che Bread. And that. this hath been.che. conſtanc Belicf of 
che Greek Church to, this day, ſhall be proved, if nx be choughr neceſlary, for clearing this 
matter. .. Coat Soy a8 act ws © + HR#; SNPS 
© "And thus far we have ſtudied to make good what we undertook to proye : . But if we had 
enlarged on every Particular, we muſt have ſaid a. great deal more; to ſhew from many an- 
ble F ridencny, that-rhe Fathers were Strangers to this new.Myftery. . Ic is clear from 
their Writings, that they thought Chriſt was only ſpiritually preſent 3 that. we- did eat bis Fleſh, and 
drink. his Blood only by. Faith, and not by our bodily Senſes, and that: the words of eating bis Fleſh, 
and drinking bis Blood, vere to be underſtood FTEASs Ir is: no les clear, that they confugered Chriſt 
' Þriſent only as he was on the Crofs, and not as he is now in the Glary of the Fatber : And from hertte 
it was,. that they came to order their, Euchariſtical Forms ſo, as that the Euchariſt might repreſent the 
whole Hiftory of Chriſt from his Incarnationto his Aſſumption. Beſides, they always ſpeak of Chriſt 
as abſent from us, according to his Fleſh and Human Nature, and only preſent in bis Divinity and by his 
Spirit ; which they could not have ſaid, if they had thought him every day preſent on their 
Altars in his Fleſhand Human Nature; for then he were more on Earth than he js in Heaven, 
ſince in Heaven he is circumſcribed within one place. , Bur according to this Do&rine he 
muſt be always in above a Million of, places upon | ar ſo that it were very ſtrange to ſay he 
were abſent, if they believed him thus preſenr. | 
Bur to give yet further. Evidences of. the Fathers not believing this Duarine, let us but re- 
fle& a little on the Conſequences that neceſſarily follow ir : which be, 1. That a'Body may 
be, by the Divine Power, in more places at once. 2. That a Body may be ina. place with- 
out Extenſion or Quantity 3 fo a Body of ſuch Dimenſions, as our blefſed Lord's Body, can be 
in ſo ſmall a room as a thin Wafer 3 and not. only ſo, bur that the whole Body ſhould be en- 
rirely in every crumb and point of that Wafer. . 3. That a Body can be made. or produced 
in a wag chat had a real Being before, and yer 1s. not brought thicher, bur produced there, 
4+ That the Accidents-of any Subſtance, ſuch as Colour, Smell, Taſte, and Figure, can re- 
main without any Body or Subſtance in which they ſubfiſt. 5. Thar our Senſes may deceive 
us in-their cteareſt and moſt evident Repreſentations. 6, Great Doubts there are 'what be- 
comes of the Body of Chriſt after ir is received ; or, if # ſhould come-to be corrupted, or 
to be ſnatched by a Mouſe, or eat by any Vermine. All. theſe are the natural and neceſſary 
Effedts of -this DoQrine, and are nor only .ro be perceived by a contemplative and ſearching 
Underſtanding, but are ſuch as ſtare every body. full jn the Face : and hence ir is, that fince 
this was ſubmitred to in the Weſtern Church, the whole Do&rine - of Philoſophy, has 
been altered, and new Maxims and Definitions were found out, to accuſtom the Youth while 
raw and eaſy to any Ns pena ro receive thefe as Principles,*by which cheir Minds being 
full of thoſe firſt Prejudices, might find no ny ro belteve this. | 
Now 
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Now it is certain, had the-Fathers believed this, they who took a great deaFof pains to 
reſolve all the other Myſteries of our Faith, and were fo far frem being ſhort or defe&ive ih 
i, char they rather over-do it ; and that nor-only about the Myſteries of the Trinity and 
Incarnation, bur abour Original Sin, the Derivarion of-our Souls, the Operation-of the 
Grace of God in our Hearts, and the Reſurre&ion of our Bodies, ſhould yer have been fo con- 
ſtantly filent in thoſe Myfterics, tho they ought rather ro have been cleared than the other, 
Becauſe in the other Heads the Difficu) culties were more ſpeculative and abſtrated,” and ſo 
Scruples were only incident to Men of more curious and diligent Enquiries. But here it is 
otherwiſe, where the, matrer being an Obje&.of rhe Senſes, every Man's Senſes muſt have 
raiſed in himall or moſt of rhofe Scruples: And yer the Fathers neither intheir Philoſophi- 
al Trearifes, nor in their Theological Writings, ever artempe the unridling thoſe Difficulties. 
Bur all this is only a Negative; wx Fn wedo appeal to any one 'that has diligently read the 
Fathers, Sr. A»ftin in parricular; If he can perſwade himſelf, that when all other Myſteries, 
and rhe Conſequences trom rhem,were explatned with fo-great Care and even Curioſity, theſe 
only were things of ſo caſy a Digeſtion, that about them rhere ſhould have been no Scruple 
at all made. | I" - . 
- But itis yet clearer, when we find the Fathers nor cn filent, bur upon other occaſions de- 
hvering Maxims and Principles fo dire&aly contrary co theſe Conſequences, withonr any re- 
ſerved Exceptions or Proviſions for the ſtrange Myſteries of Tranſubſtantiation :. They tell 
ns plainly, Creatures ave limited to one place, and ſo argued againſt the Heathens belitving thrir Infe- 
riogr Deities were in the ſeveral” Statues conſecrated to them : From this they prove the Divinity of 
the Holy Ghoſt, that be did work in many places at once, and ſo could not be a Creature, which can 
only be in on? plate, Nay er poſitively reach us, that Chrift can be no more on Earth, yo 
his Body is.-in Heaven, ard # but in one place. They alſo do tell us, That that which. hath no 
Bounds nor Figure, and canyot 'bt touched. nor ſeen, cannot bt a Body, and; that all Bodies are extended 
in. forme place, and that Bodies cannot exift aſter the manner of Spirits, They alfo cell us'in all 
ehcir Reafonings againſt the Ecernity of Matrer, That nothing couldbe produced that bad a Being 
before it was produced, They alſo teach us very formally, That none of the Qualities of a Body 
could ſubſiſt, except the Body it ſelf did 'alſo ſubſift. And for the Teſtimonies of our Senſes, 
they appeal to them on a{l occaſrons as Trfallible ; and tell us, that it tmded to reverſe the whole ſtate 
of our Life, the order of Nature, 'amd to blind the Providence of God; to ſay, be bas givm the 
Knowledg and Enjoyment of all his Works to Liars and Decejvers,. if our Senſis be falſe, Then we 
maſt doubt of onr Faith, 'if the Teftimony of the "Ey:s, Hands-end Ears were of a Nature capable to 
be drctived. And.intheir Conteſts. with the Marcionites and others abour. rhe Truth of Chriſt's 
Body,. they. «ppea! always to the Teſtimony of the Senſes 'as infallible : Nay, even treating of the 
Sacrament, they ſay, it was Brrad as their Eyes witneſſed, and truly Wine, that Chrift 4id conſecrate 
for the Atemory of bzs Blood ; telling, that in this very particular we ought not to doubt the Tiſtimoiy 
our Senſes, 
ke this whole marter yer plainer;. Ic is certain, that had the Church in rhe firſt 
Apes believed this Dorine, the Hearhens and Jews 'who charged them with every thing they 
could poſſibly invent, had not pafled over this, agatnſt which all the Powers of Reaſon, and 
the Aurhorittes of Senſe, do riſe up.” They charge them for believing a God that was born, z 
God of Fliſh, that was crucified and buried. They laughed at their Belief of 2 Judgment te 
come, of endleſs Flames, of an Heavenly Paradiſe, and the Reſurreftion of the Fleſh, The firſt 
Apologiſts for Chriſtianity, Tuſtin, Tirtultian, Origen, Arnobizes, and Cyril of Alexandria, give 
us a full account of thoſe Blaſphemies againſt our.moſt holy Faith ; and rhe laſt hath given us 
what Julizn objected in his own words, who having apoſtatized from the Faith in which he 
was initiated, and was a Reader in the Church, muſt have been well acquainted with, and 
inftru&ed in their Doarine and Sacraments. He then who laughed ar every thing, and in par- 
ticular at. the Ablution- and Sandtification in Baptiſm, as conctiving it a thing impoſſible that Water 
ſbould cleanſe and waſh a Soul : Yer neither he, nor Celſus, nor any other ever charged on the 
Chriſtians.any Abſurdities from their Belief of Tranſubſtanriation, This is, it is true, a Ne- 
$4955 _-_ gative 


gative Argument ; yer when'we'conlfider the Malice of choſe ingenions Eneanes ef: our Faith, 
and heir. Care ro expoſe all the Doarines and-Cuftoms of: Chriſtians, 009 ESI them-in ng 
place charge the ſtrange Conſequences of rhisDodrine on-them 3 we 'mult.trom thence con. 
clude, there was no ſuch Do&rine then received: for if it had been, they, ar leaſt Julian, 
muſt have knownit; and if they knew ir, can we think they ſhould not have made great 
noiſe abour it ? IN Us - oy 
- We know fome think their charging the Chriſtians with the eating of Human Fleſh, and 
Thyeftian Suppers, related to the Sacrament: bur thar cannot be, for when the Fathers anſwer 
that Charge; they teilrhem to their Teechir: was a plain lie: and do nor offer to explain i; 
with any relation to the Euchariſt, which they have done)if they had known. it was 
founded on their Do&rine of receiving Chrift's Body and Blood-inirhe Sacrament. : Bur: the 
truth is, thoſe horrid Calumnies were charged onthe Chriſtians from the execrable and abo- 
minable Pra&ices of the Groſticþs, who called themſclves Chriftzans.z. and the Enemies of the 
Faith, either believing theſe. were the PraRices of alt Chriſtians;;.or being deſirous go have 
others think ſo, did accuſe the whole: Body of -Chriſtians.as-ghilty of theſe; Abominarions, 
So thar- ic- appears, thoſe Calumnies were-not ar all raken-up'from the-Eucharift, and there 
being noching elſe thar is fo much- as ſaid ro-have any relations rhe Euchariſt, charged 
on the Chriſtians, we may well conclude from hence; ithar:chis /No&rine: was not received 
then in che Church,” * © w2 1.10 90 £97 ren 04g $i 
- Bur another Negative Argument is, . That. we find Herefics rifing..up. in all Ages againſt all 
the other Myſteries of our Faith,. and ſome: downright denying them, others explaining 
rhem very ſtrangely 3. and it: is indeed very-natural ro anunmorrified and corrupt Mind, ro 
reed all Divine Revelation, more particularly thac which either choaks his common 'Nori- 
ons, or the- Dedu&ions of appearing Reaſonings 3 bur moſt of all,. all;Men; are apr to: be 
ftartled, when rh&y are told, ' They” muſt believe againſt che cleareſt Evidences of See 3 for 
Men were never ſo meek and rame, as cafily ro-yeild to ſuch things, How comes itthen 
chat for the firſt, feven Ages there were no Hereſies nor Herericks abour this ? We are ready 
ro' prove, that from the Eighth and Ninth Centuries, in which this Do&rine began to appear, 
chere has been inevery Age great Oppoſition made to'all the Adyances for ſetring it up,._ and 
yer theſe were but dark and Rm in which Implicit Obedience, and a blind Sub- 
. zeQion to what was generally propoſed;* was much in Credit. In rhoſe. Apges,. the Civil 
Powers being ready to ſerve the Rage' of Church-men-againſt any. who ſhould, oppoſe it, ir 
- was not ſafe for any to appear againſt it, ' And yer it cannot be denied, bur from the, days 
of the ſecond Council of Nice, which made a great ſtep towards THanfubſtantiation, till the 
fourth Council of Lateran, there was great Oppoſition made to it by che moſt Eminent 
Perſons in the Latin Church; and how great a part of Chriſtendom has departed from the Obe- 
dience of the Church of Rome in every Age tince thar time, and upon thar account, is well 
enough known. | | 4 ; "*) 
Now, is it to be imagined, that there ſhould: have been ſuch an Oppoſition to'ir theſe nine 
hundred Years laſt paſt, and yer that it ſhould have been received the former. eight hundred 
Years with no Oppofition, and that it ſhould nor have coſt the Church the trouble of one Ge- 
neral Council to decree jr, or of one Treatiſe of a tather to eſtablifh ir, and anſwer tnoſe 
Obje&ions thar naturally ariſe from our Reaſons and Senſes againſt ir ? wy 
Bur-in the end there are many things which have riſen our .of this Dodrine as. its natural 
Conſequences, which had it been ſooner taught and received, muſt have been apprehended 
ſooner, - and rhofe are ſo many: clear Preſumprions of the Novelty cf this Doftrine 3, The 
Elevation, Adoration, Proceſſions, the Do&rine of Concomitants, with a vaſt Superfztacign 
of Rires and Rubricks about this Sacrament are lately. fprung up. The Age of them is well 
| known, and they have riſen inthe Latin Church our of this DoQrine, which had ir been 
ſooner received, we may reaſonably h chink muſt have been likewiſe ancienter, Now 
for all theſe things,-as the Primirive Church knew them not, fo on the other hand, the great 
fimpliciry of their Forms, as-we find them ea Martyr, and Cyril of Feruſalem in- 4 
—_ 2 Apcſto. 
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: apoſtolical Conſtirutions, andthe prer ended Drnis-che. Areopagite,- are far from: that Poinp: 


ich the larrer Ages thar believed this 'Doarine brought in; the Sacraments being given in 
both kipds, being put inthe Hands of che Fairhful, wary. 5.09 rhe Children-for many Ages, 
being ſent by Boys or common Perſons ro ſuch as-were' dying,-the"eating up what remai 
(which in ſome places were burnt, in orher places were. conſumed -by Children, or by the 
Clergy ;) their making Caraplaſms of-it; their mixing the conſecrated Chalice with Ink to: 
fignche Excommunicarion' of Herericks. Theſe, wirth'a:great many more; are ſuch Convi- 
Rions to one, thar has carcfully compared the ancient Forms with the Rubticks and Rires of 
the Church of Roms, {ince this DoArine was (er,up, . that it 13 as diſcernable as any thing can» 
be, thar the preſent Belief of rhe Church of Rome is different from the Primitive Doctrine, 

And thus far we haveſet dowti'the Reaſons thar perſwade us thar Tranſabſtantiation was 
not the Belief of thefirſt ſevenor eight Centuries. of the Church. If. there be any parr of 
what we have aſſerted; queſtioned, we have very formal and full Proofs ready to ſhew for 
them 3 though we thought it nor fir ro enter into the particular Proofs of any thing, but whac 
we midertook ro- make our when.we wairedon your'Ladyſhip. _ r147ts 5; 

Now there remains but one:thjugrobe done, which we alſo promiſed ; and that was to clear 
the'Words of St; Cyril of Feruſatem; We acknowledgirhey: were wuly cited ;. but for.cleari 
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- 'ofthem, we ſhall neither dlledgany hi tothe leſening the: Aurhority. of thar Father, thoug | 


we find but a ſlender CharaQeer given of him by Epiphazizs and others : Nor ſhall we. ſay any 
rhimg'to leſſen the Authority of theſe Carechifms, though much might be. ſaid.. Bur it is plain, 
St. Cyril's Deſigri in cheſe Catechiſms, was only ro pofſeis his Neopbites with a juſt and deep ſenſe 
of theſe holy Synibols Burevenin his 4th Catechiſm he cells. thetn,:-not to confder it as mery 
Bridd'ind Wint, for it ie-the Body and Blood of Chit, ,' By: which it appears he: thought.it was: 
'Breail {Hll, though not mer Bread;:": exqutaole Ms  unz3»tCes To cnnfiub df os 45 | 
". Ahd he gives us elſewherea'very formal. Accouritin whar Senſe he rhought ir was Chtiſt's 
Body and Blood 3 which tie alſo infinyares-4n this 4th:Carechiſin ;. For in his firſt Miſt, Care- 
chiſn; whe! he exhorrs his young Chriſtians co avoid all thar belonged tothe Heatheniſh Ido- 
latry, he tells, that on the'Solemnities of #b:ir Idols thty bad Fleſh and Bread, which by the Eroocation 
of the" Devils were defiled,” as the Bread and Wing of the Encharist before the boly Invocation of the bleſe 
fed Tiinity- was have Bread and Wine 3 but'- the Invocation being: mailt, the Bread becomes the Body of 
Chrif, © In likt: manner, (als he, thoſe Vickuals of »the Pony of Satan, which of thtir own Nature are 
common or hare Viftuals, by the Invocation of the Devils become prophane. 

- From this Illuſtration, which he.borroweid from 7nftin Martyr his fecond Apology, itap- 
' that he thonaght the Conſecration of the- Euchariſt was of .4 like ſort or manner with the 
Profitarion of the Tdolatrous Feafts';fo rhat as the ſubſtance of the one remained ſtill unchan- 
ged, ſo alſo according to him muſt rhe "ſubſtance of the other remain. Or, if this will nor 
ſatisfy chem, let us ſee to what elſe he compares this change of the Elements by the Conſecra- 
tion: In his third Miſt. Catechiſm, treating of the Conſecrated Oil, he fays ; As the Bread of 
the Eucharift after the Invdcation of the Holy Ghof,us n< more common Bread, but tht Body of Chriſt; ſo 


" this boly Ointment is no more bare Ointment, non, a ſome may ſay, common ; but it is a Gift of Chrift, 


and the Preſence of the Holy Ghoſt, and becomes euergetical of his Divinity. And from thele places 
let it be gathered whit can be drawn ffom St, Cyri's Teſtimony, And thus we have perfor- 
med likewiſe what we promiſed, and have givena clear Account of St. Cyri”s meaning from 
himſelf; from whoſe/own. words, and from theſe things which he compares with the Sancti- 
fication of the Elements in the Euchariſt, it appears he could not think of Tranſubſtantiation ; 
otherwiſe he had ncither compared it with the Idol-Feaſts, nor the conſecrated OY, in nei- 

ther of which there can be fuppeſed any Tranſubſtantiation.. | Ne 
Having thus acquitted ouf felves;of 6ur Engagement before your Ladyſhip 3 we ſhall con- 
clude this Paper with our moſt earneſt and hearty Prayersto the Father of Lights, that he may 
of his great Mercy receem his whole Chriſtian Church from all Idolatry 3 That he may open 
the Eyes of thoſe, 'who' being carnal, look only at carnal things, and do not rightly conſider 
the 'excelleut Beauty of tias our moſt holy Faith, which 3s-pure, ſimple, and ſpiritual : And 
oz | thar 


that he may confirm all thoſe whom he has called to the knowledge of the Truth 3 ſo that tei- 
ther the Pleaſures of Sin, rior the Syares of this World, nor the Fear of the Croſs, tempt 
them to- make ſkipwrack of the Faith .and a good Conſcience. And that .God may pour out 
Abundance of his Grace -on your Ladyſhip, ro make you ſtill continue in the Love and Obedi- 
exce of rhe Truth, is the carneſt Prayer of, © | 
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CET A | 
D:L SCOURSE 
| | To ſhew : 
How unreaſonable it is, To ask for Expreſs Words of 
Scripture in proving all Articles of Faith : And that a juſt 
and good (onſequence from Scripture is ſufficient. 


"Twill ſeem a very needleſs Labour to all conſidering Perſons, to go about the expoſing 
and baffling ſo unreaſonable and i1|-grounded a Prerence, That whatever-1s not read in 
- Scripture, 15 not to be held an Article of Faith, For in making good this Afertion, they 
muſt either faſten their Proofs on ſome orher Ground, or-on thewords of our Article; 
which are theſe, Holy Scripture containeth all Things neceſſary to Salvation: So that whatſoever 
i5-not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any Man that it ſhould be believed 
as. an Article of Faith, or be thought-requiſite or neceſſaryto Salvation, | | 
Now it is ſuch an Afﬀront'to every Mans Eyes and Underſtanding, to infer from theſe' 
Words, Thar all our Articles muſt be read in Scripture, that we' are confident every Man 
will cry Shame on any that will pretend to faſten on our Church any ſuch Obligation from. them, 
If theſe unlucky Words, Nor may be proved thereby, could be bur daſh'd our, it were a. won 
Cauſe. But we deſire to know what rhey think can be meanr by theſe Words? or what elſe 
can they ſignify, bur that there may be Articles of Faith; which though they be nocread in- 
Scripture, yer.are proved by ir. There be ſome Propoſitions ſo equivalent to others, that. 
they are bur the ſame thing ſaid in ſeveral Words ; and theſe, rthongh not read in Scripcure, 
et are contained in ir, ſince whereſoever the one is read,the other muſt neceſſarily be under- 
- Other Propoſitions there are, . which are a neceſſary reſult either from two places of. 
Scripture, which joined rogether yield a third, as a neceſſary Iflue 3 according ro that erernal 
Rule of Reaſon and Natural Logick, Toat where-tuer two Things agree in any Third, tity. muſt = 
: agree 
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Finns enfetors.” * There VE lfo other Propofirions thar ariſe our of one fingle pl 


Triptufe by a natural DeduRion 3; as if Jeſus Chriſt be proved from any place of Scripture 
the Creator of the World, or that Ht is to be worſhipped with the ſame Adoration that is due to the 
Great Goa, then ir neceflarily follows, that He is the Great God 3” becauſe He does the Works, 
and receives the Worſhip of the Great God, $o it is plain, that our Church by theſe Words, . 
Nor may be proved thereby, . has ſo declared Her ſelf in this Poinr, that ic is either very great - 
want of Conſideration, or ſhameleſs Impudence, to draw any ſuch thing from our Articles, 

But we being informed, that by this lictle Art, as ſhuffling and bare ſo ever as.it muſt ap- 
pear ro-a juſt Diſcerner, many have been diſordered, and ſome prevailed on; We- ſhall fo 

. open and expoſe ir, that:we hope it ſhall appear ſo poor and trifling that every Body muſt: be 
— of 1t. «It hath already ſhewed ir ſelf in Fraxce and Germany, and the Novelty of it 
rook with many, till it came to be canvaſſed 3 and then it was found ſo weak, that it was nnj- 
verfally cried downand hifs'd off the Stage. Bur now that ſuch decried Wares will go off 
no-where, thoſe thar deal inthem, try ifrhey can vent them in this Nation. 

Ir might be imagined, that of all Perſons inthe World rhey ſhould be the furtheft from 

refling us to reje& all Articles of Faith that are not read in Scripture 3 ſince wheneyer that 
45 received as a Maxim, The Infallibility of thiir Church, tht Authority of Tradition, the Supremacy of 
Rome, the Worſhip of Saints, with a great many more muſt be caſt our. It is unreaſonable 
= for thoſe who have curſed and excommunicated us, becauſe we rexe@ theſe Doarines, 
which are nor ſo much as pretended to be read.in Scripture,to impoſe an us the reading all our 
Articlesin theſe holy Writings. .. -.. RS a : 

Bur.it is impudent to hear Perſons ſpeak thus, who have againſt rhe expreſs and formal 
Words of Scripture,ſer up the making. and worſhipping of Images ; and theſe nox only of Saints, 
(though that be bad enough) bur of the Bleſſed Trinity, the praying in an unknown Tongue, and the 
taking the Chalice from the People. Certainly. this Plea in ſuch Mens Mouths 1s not to be recon- 
.ciled to the moſt. common rules of Decency and Diſcretion. What ſhall we then conclude of 
Men that would impoſe Rules on us, that neither themſelves ſubnur to, nor are we obliged to 
xeceive by any Doctrine or Article of our Church ? F 

© Bur to give this cheir Plea irs full Screngeh and Advantage, puny 0 a fair hearing all-may 
juſtly conclude irs Unreaſonabl we. ſhall firſt ſer. down all can be ſaid for it, 

Tz the Principles of Proteſt ants the Scriptures are the Rule by which all Controverſies muſt be judged. 
Now they baving no cert ain way to dirett them in the Expoſition of them, neither Tradition, xor the Defini- ' 
tion of the Church : Either they muſt pretend they are Infallible in their Deduttions, or we baut ng reaſon 
£0 make any account of them, as being Fallible and Uncertain, and ſo they can never ſecure us from -Error, 
nor be 4 juſt ground to jound our Faith of any Propoſition ſo proved upos : Therefore no Propofetion thus 

"proved, can be. acknowledged an Article of Faith. This is the breadch and lengrh of cheir Plea, 
which we ſhall now examine, ER 8. - 

. Andfurſt; If chere be any Strength in this Plea, ir will conclude againft our fubmitring to 
he expreſs Words of Scripcure as forcibly : Since all words, how formal ſoever, are capable 
of ſeycral-Expoſitions. - Either they ate ta be underſtood literally, or figuratively ; either 
they are to be underſtood poſitively, or ifiterrogarively : With a great many other Varieties, 

.of which all Expreſſions are capable. So that if the former Argument have any force, fince 

.£yery Place is capable of ſeveral meanings 3 excepr we be infallibly ſure which is the true 
meaning,. we by the ſame paricy of Reaſon to make no account of the moſt expreſs and 

formal Words of Scripture ; from which ir is opporent, that what noiſe ſoever theſe Men 
make of expreſs Words of Scripture; yer if they be true to.cheir own Argument, they will as 
lictle ſubmit to theſe, as to DeduBtions from Scripture : Since they have the ſame REiſon to 
queſtion rhe true meaning of a place, that they have to reje& an Inference and DeduQtion from 
ir. And thisalone may ſerve to ſatisfy every body that this is a Trick, under which there 
lies no fair dealing ar all. . | We, | 

-- - Bucto anſwer the Argument to all Mens Satisfattion, we muſt conſider the Nature of the 

"Soul, which js a reaſonable Being 3 whoſe chief Faculty is co diſcern the Connexion of thang, 


' and ro draw out ſuch Inferences as flow from that Connexion. Now, though we are liable 

to great Abuſes both in our Judgments and Inferences; yer if we apply thefe Faculties with 
due care, we muſt certainly acquieſce in the reſulr of ſuch reaſonings; otherwiſe this being 
God's Image in us, and the Standard by which we are to try rhings, God has given us a falſe 
Standard 3 which: when we 'have with oof pprane care managed, yet we are Rin expoſcd to 

: Fallacies and Errors. This muſt needs refte& on the Veracity of that God, that has made us of 
ſuch a Nature, that we can never be reaſonably aſſured of any thing, 

- Therefore it muſt be acknowledged, that when our Reaſons are well prepated according 
ro thoſe eternal Rules of Purity and Vertue, by which we are fitted to confider of Divine 
Matters; and when we carefully weigh things, we muſt have ſome certain means to be aſſured 
of what appears to us. And though we he not Infallible, ſ6 thar ir is till poſſible for us by 
Precipitation, or undue Preparation, to be abuſed into Miſtakes 3 yet we may be well afſfured- 
that ſuch Connexions and Inferences as appear to us certain, are infallibly true, 

. If this be not acknowledged, then all our Obligation to believe any thing in Religion will 
vaniſh. For that there zs a God-; That be made all things,and zs to be achnowledged and obeyed by his- 
Creatures; That our Souls ſhall out-live their Union with our Bodies, and. bs capable of Rewards and © 
" Puniſhments in anotber ſtate ; That Inſpiration is a thing poſſible ; That ſuch or ſuch Altions were above the 
Power of Nature, and were really performed, - Ina word, all the Maxims on which the belief, ei- 
ther of Natural Religion, or Revealed, isfounded, are ſuch as we can have no certainty about 
them, and by conſequence are not obliged to yield ro them 3 ifour Faculty of reaſoning in irs 
clear Dedu&1ons is nor a ſufficient Warrant for a ſure belief, x 
But to examina little more home their beloved Principle, that their Chwch cannot ery ; Muſt 
rhey not prove this from the Divine Goodneſs and Veracity, from ſome Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, from Miracles and orher extraordinary things they pretend do accompany their Church 2? 
Now in yielding affent to this DoQrine upon theſe Proofs, the Mind muſt be led by many 
Arguments, through a great many DeduQions and Inferences. Therefore we are either cer-- 
rain of theſe Deduftions, or weare not. If we ave certain, this muſt either be. founded on 
the Authority of the Church expounding them, -or on the ſtrengrh of the Arguments.” Now 
we being to examine this Authority, not having yer ſubmitted co it ; this cannot determine 
our Belief rill we ſee good Cauſe for ir. ' Butin the 'difcerning this good Cauſe ' of believing. 
the Church Infallible, chey muſt fay that an uncontroulable evidence of Reaſon is ground- 
enough to fix our Faith on, or there can be no certain ground+to believe the Church Infalli- 
ble. So that it is apparent we muſt either receive with a firm perſuaſion what our Souls pre-- 
- ſent to us as uncontroulably true; or elſe we have no reaſon to believe there is a God, or to- 
be Chriſtians, or to be, as they would have us, Romaniſts, 
And if it be acknowledged there1s cauſe in ſome Caſes for us tv be determined by the clear 
evidence of Reaſon in'irs PR and Inferences z Then we have this Truth gamed, rhar. 
| our Reaſons are capable of making true and certain Inferences, and that we have good Cauſe to 
be determined in our Belief by theſe z and therefore Inferences from Scripture ought to di- 
re& our Belief. Nor can any thing be pretended againſt chis, but what muſt ar the ſame time 
overthrow all Knowledg and Fairh, and turn us ſceptical to every thing. - nit 4 ave 
« We deſire it be in the next place confidered, what is the-end and uſe of Speech and Wri- 
ting, which is to make known our Thoughts ro others ; theſe being artificial figns for convey- 
ing them to the underſtanding of others. Now every Man that-ſpeaks pertinentiy;as he deſigns 
'to be underſtood, ſo he chooſes ſiich Expreſſions and Arguments as are moſt proper to make. 
himſelf underſtood by thoſe he ſpeaks to ; and the clearer he ſpeaks, he ſpeaks ſo much che 
betrer : And every one that wraps up his meaning in obſcure words, he either does nor di- 
ſtinly apprehend that about which he diſcourſes, or does not defign that thoſe to whom he 
ſpeaks, ſhould underſtand him, meaning only. to amuſe them. - If likewiſe he ſay any thi 
rom which ſome abſurd Inference will eatily be apprehended, he gives all that hearhim a fall 
ficient ground of Prejudice againſt what he fays. For he muſt expe& that-as 1us Hearers 
ſenſes receive his Words or Characters,” fo-nece{arily fome -Figureor Notion-muſt be at rh. 
tame 


—_— 


. for-which he 
certainly and clearly they 


ſame time imprinted on their Imagination, or preſented +0-their Reaſon ; this being the end 
- ; andthe more genuinely that Is words'exprefs his meaning, the-more 
7 to whom he dire&s them apprehend.ir.” Ir-muſt alſo beacknow- 


ledged, tha all Hearers muſt neceflarily paſs:Judgments'on what they hear, if: they do think 
Ri importance a$to examinir. And this they muſt do by that narural Faculty of making 
Judgments and DeduRQions, the certainty whereof we have proved'to be the: Foundation of 
all Faith and Knowledg. * 7-7 i? : 9908 wb? 61715 
Now the chief Rule of- making true Judgmenes, is, to ſee what Conſequences certainly 
follow on what is laid before us.;-If the be- found abſurd or impoſſible, we muſt reje& 
that from which they follow as ſuch. _ | NS rn 
Further ; becauſe no Man ſays every thing that can.be thought or ſaid to any Point, bur 
only ſuch things as may be the Seeds of further Enquiry and Knowledg 4n their. Minds to 
whom he ſpeaks; when any thing of great Importance 1s _— all Men do -naturafl 
Fl 


conſider what Inferences ariſe out of what 1s ſaid by a nec 


© 


ry Connexion: And if theſe 


Dedu&ions be'made.with due cate, they:are of the ſame force, and muſt be as true as that 
was from which they are drawn. be nin 1 ND age '3 — 


Theſe being 


ſome of the Laws of Converſe,” which every Man of common-Senſe muſt 


know to be true; can any Man think, that when God was revealing by-inſpjred "Men: his 
Counſels ro Mankind, in Matters that concerned their eternal Happineſs, he would-do ic 
in any other way than any honeſt Man ſpeaks to another, that is, plainly and dinſtin&ly.- 
There were particular Reaſons why Prophetical Viſions muſt needs be obſcure ; bur.when 
Chriſt appeared on Earth; rho many things were not to be fully opened till he had triumphed 
over Death and rhe Powers of Darkneſs ; yet his defign being to bring Men to God, what he - 
ſpoke in order to that, we muſt think he intended that they to whom he - ſpake ic} mighr 
underſtand it, otherwiſe why ſhould he have ſpoken it tothem?. Andif he did inrend they 


ſhould underſtand him, then he muſt have' uſed ſuch Expreſſions as were-moſt -proper for 


conveying this to their Underſtandings 3 and. yer they were of the meaner fort, and of yery 

ordinary Capacities, to whom he addreſſed his- Diſcourſes. If then ſuch as they were, mighr 

ood him ; how ſhould it come abour that now there ſhould be ſuch a wondrous - 

Myſteriouſneſs in the Words of Chriſt and (ou per ( For the ſame* Reaſon by which irc 
3 


. have und 


' is proved that Chriſt deſigned to'be underſt : 
clude as ſtrongly that the Diſcourſes of the Apoſtles in Matters 


and ſpake cum bo that defign, will con- 
that concern our Salvation, 


are alſo intelligible.) We have a perfe& underſtanding of the Greek Tongue z and, . tho 
.ſome Phraſes are nor ſo plain ro us which alter every Age,: and ſome other Pallages that re- | 
late ro ſome Cuſtoms, Opinions or Forms, of which we have no perfe& Account left us, 
are hard to be urderftood :. Yet what is of general: and univerſal concern, may, be as well 
underſtood now as it was then; for Senſe is Senſe ſtill. - - So- that ir muſt be acknowledged, 
y ſtill underſtand all that God will have 'us belieye and do in order to Sal- 


And therefore if we app 
deſire and ſearch for Truth! 
ſtandings, and preſent Divine Tryths to them; that we may believe and follow-rhem : Theg 
both from the nature of our own Souls, and from the- deſign and end of Revelation, we may 
be well affured thar it is not only very poſſible, bur alſo very eaſy for us to find ouv Truth. - 

. - We know the pompous Obje&tion againſt this, is, How comes it then that there are ſo many 
Errors and Diviſions among Chriſtians ? eſpecially thoſe that pretend the greateſt Acquiintance with 
'Seriptures ? To which the Anſwer is ſo obvious and plain, that we wonder any body ſhould be 
ors ox; on by ſo fallacious an Argument. - Does not- the Goſpel offer Grace to all Men'to 
lead holy Lives, following the Commandments of God? And is not Grace able to build 
them up, and make them perfe&.in every good Word and Work? And-yet how does Sin 
and Vice abound in the World? If then the abounding of Error proves the Goſpel does 


that Men ma 


vation. 


#9 offer certain ways to preſerve us from it, then the abounding 'of Sin will alſo prove 


ly-and uſe our Faculries aright, joyning with: an unprejudiced 
earneſt Prayers, that God by his Grace may ſo open our Lnder- 


there 


$ Cy 


there dre no-certain; ws in the: GoſpeLto-avaid iz. ; Thetefore a5-the Sins! Blaikibd gevies: 
| rally: live-in, leave no--imp -at:the 3. ſa;neither.do, the imany>Hereſins. and 
Schiſins conclude chat. el offers -no.certain. ways-of ,artaining the Knowledg: of-all> 


| Truth... Holineſs is every whir as neceflary: to, fre rhe Face'of God as Knowledg 

i5,.and of the ryo is: the more neceſſary ;-lince low degrees of -Knowledg, with an high 
meaſure of-Holinefs; arc infinitely- preferable to higit degrees. of Knowledg wich a low mea- 
fure of Holineſs." 1f then every Man-have a ſufficient help-given him ta be holy, why may. 
we not much; rather-conclude he has a ſufficient\help-co; be knowing in ſuch:things as are 
neceſſary £0 dire his Belief: apd Lite,, which:is ale :thing2?- And: how. ſhopld it be. an-Im-, 
putation on Rehg! there ſhould nor-be-an infallible way to end all Comroverſies,when + 
there is no-infallible way. to ſubdue the:earrupr Luſts and Pathous of; Men, {cc the one is 
more oppoſite tothe Deſign and Life of Religion -rhan the other ? ©. 1 + (1 
' In ſum; there is. nothing more ſure than thar the Scriptures offer. us as certain ways of 

atraining the Knowledg of what is neceſſary to. Salvaxion, as of doing the Will: of God. 
But as the depravation. of our Natures makes us negle@ the Helps towards an holy Life ; ſo. 
this and our other Corruprions, :Luſts and: Intereſts, ' make us; eirher nor to: diſcern Divine - 
Truth, or not embrace it. So that Error and Sin.are the Twins of the ſame Parents, ' Bur 
as eyery Man that improves his: natural Powers, and.implores and makes uſe of the Supplics. 

of the Divine Grace,: ſhall be enabled ro ferve God acceprably;j fo rhar tha he fail 'in many 
things, yer he continuing tothe end in an habir and courſe of well-doing,- his Sins ſhall be for- 
given, and himſelf. ſhall be ſaved : So upon the fame grounds we are aſlured, thar every one 
r applies his rational Faculcies to the ſearch of Divine Truth, and alſo. begs the Illumination. 

of che Divine Spirit; ſhall, arcain ſuch Knowledg 3s is necefſary-for his erernal Salvation: And 
if he be involyed-in.any Exrors, they thall nor be laid <0; his charge. | 
_ -And from:theſe we hope it-will appear, that every Man-may attain all neceſſary Knowledg, ; 
if he be not-wanting to himſelf . Now, whena Manarttains this Knowledg, he-acquires it, and ! 
muſt uſe it as a rational Being, and ſo muſt make; Judgments upon ir, and draw Conſequences . 
' from it; inwhich he has the ſame Reaſontobe aflured, that.he has-to know the rrueemeaning 
of Scripture z and therefore as he has very good Reaſon to rejzeR any meaning of a place of 


Scripture, fromwhich by. a-neceſlary Conſequence: great Abſurdicics and. [mpoſlibilicies muſt ; 
follow : | So alſo he 16. ro gather ſuch, .Inferences as flow- from a Neceſſary, Connexion with: = 
the- true meaning of any-/place coef a7 & don er only 3 ire 3H: of ft veltlls 
To inftance this in the Argument we inſiſted on, to prove the mean by which Chriſt is received. 
in the Sacrament, us Faith; from rheſe words, Whoſo eats my Fleſh, and drinks my Blood, hath #ternel 


Life. If theſe words have.relation to the Sacrament, which the Romer Church declares is the 
true meaning of them; there cannor be a clearer Demonſtrationin the World.And.indeed they 
are neceſlirated to ſtand to that Expoſition ; for if they will have che words, Tos is my Body, to 


be underſtood. lizerally, much more muſt they aſſert the Phraſes of eating bis Flih, and drinking 


' bis Blood, muſt be liceral : for if we can drive them toallow a figurative; and ſpiritual meaning of 


theſe words, it is a ſhameleſs thing. for' them to deny ſuch a meaning of -the wards, This is my 


Boay.: they then expounding theſe words of St. Fohn of the Sacrament, there cannot be ima+ 
gined a cloſer Contexture than this which follows. The eating Chrilt's Fleſh, and drinking his 
Blood, is the receiving him in the Sacrament ; therefore every one thar receives him in the 


Sacrament, muſt have.ceernal Life. Now all that is done in the Sacrament, is either the excer-_ 


nal receiving the Elements, Symbols, or, as they phraſe ir, the Accidents of Breadand Wine, 
and under rheſe che Body of Chriſt 3. or the internal and fpiritual communicating by Faith. If 


then Chriſt received inthe Sacrament, gives eternal Life, it muſt be in one of cheſe ways; either - 


as he is received externally, or as he is received internally, or both 3 for there:is nora fourth : 


Therefore if ir be not the one at all, ir muſt be the other only. Now if is undeniable, that ir is + 


not the external cating thar gives erernal Life. For Sc.Paul tells us, of ſome that eat-and drink un= 
worthily,that are guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord,and eat and drink, Fudgment againſt themſeives, 
Therefore it is only the incernal receiving. of Chriſt by Faith, .that gives crernal Life 3 from 
which another neceflary Inference direfs ys alſo = conclude, that ſince all thax car his Fleſh, 
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If then we can certainly knowthe- trac meuning.of peed win Ws, rk 


The PORIGEES no more doubt the" Truth'of the 
Gomſequencc, -than whit traprong</For if 'F fee the 'Air full of +. 
clear Day-light, "eats the acts riſte'; and-Fhaverhe "ſame ahurance a- 
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being Urry rg . 
When our Savioue was tO prove Jenin the Sadducees the Treth of GhoRefirreAion from: 

the Scriprures, he cites our 6f the Law, that God was the God of Abraham, Haac, and Jacob ;' 
face then God 'is not tht God uf bt Diad, tit of the Living < Therefore Abraham, Vanc and Jacob iid: 
{/t-unts God. © Frem which he proved the 'Souk having a Being diftin& from: rhe Body, and! 
Iwing -aſter ies Separation from the” Body, which was the- principal Poim'"in- Controverſy, 
Now if theſe new ep oe of any force, ſo char ave muſt only fubmit to me expreſs? 
wk of uae Hugh wichont proving any thing by Conſequence ; rhen _ 'our Saviour 
performed nothing 10 that Argument : For the Sadducees might have told him; they appeated: 
to the expreſs words of Scriprure. But alas! they underſtood not theſe -new-found Arts, bur 
ſubmicrivg'to the evident force of that Gonſequanets were put to ſilence, and the Maltitudes 

ere aftonifhed at-bis- Doftrive, - 

\Now iis ugreaſonable to imagine that "ohio great Anthoriry of our Suviots; and his' many 
Niracles made them ſiteer's for: they- coming to ary him, and ro-take advantage: from every' 

thing he ſaid, ix were poſſible £0 leflen his Eftcera and Auchority, would never Have #cqui - 

eſted in ary Argument becauſe he uſedirif ic had nor Strength 1n ie feTf 5- for an jill Argument 
isanilf A Juſe t-whoſo will, For inftance 3 If I'ſee- a Man prevending-cherhe fn5 in an; 
wer” ir, and proving what he dchevers by-the moſt irppertinent Allegations of Scrip- 
ible 3 as if he attetpy ts provethe Pope muſt be the Head'cf- all Powers Criband 
| Spenatom the firſt words'of Grnefes- where be being'-faid;' I4- the Bigit4ing, and-riot inthe 


Beginnings, 


a Conſequence 


Fn Comm So , A H&-prt 6 kW 0 the Powe of 9;Y 


rs MP anAlll Arc © 


prmone, when irs Faltacy is ſp apparent, wſt needs' 


Con fimithat uſes it. © 


' Having fbunout-Saviour's wa cod che of aging 
ben 


cafion ro argue. upon, were, Teſus Chriſt being tht true 


Meſſiah; and! thr ſreedomof the Gentiles from any Obliga- fore 


tion to the obſervance the Moſaical Law. Now ler'vs 
mr bottyrheſe, - 


Refirre@ior front theſe words of D1bit, Thor wilt not 
texvt my Soul in Hell; nor ſuffer thine Holy One to ſt Cor- 
ruption;” Now he fhews that thefe words cout nor. 
be meant of pres eo tchepalenr |; 
Reſitrreftion © rift, "ff here were” not 
em oremnec the J 
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&3: therefore beinj #Prc fer, he ſpake of the 


-and' ions, ler'every one, judg. 
rift, rhete was eirher fuffici 
pion Pe RE thent were very muc 
rtatteby a Conſe- 
hoes we rmuft acknpwle 
| whereof this was the * 
eadd ro this all the 
ro e this 
ue lh olds "wrt cha 


which was proved oſby chm. "Ihe Fe obvious, ve chooſe only ro rate his, al! 
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' The ET aniderſs rink Mm ther elind ik he Obligation of rhe. Moſtichal Law, The 
yy oy by rhe Inſpirarton'of the Holy Ghoſt male a format Decifion' inthis marter : yer there 
poſit itionmade ro'rhar,..St. Pu! fers' himſelf ro ops it ar full tengrh it! his Epi- . 


es to She Galatians, "where, befides other” Arguments, heb 
ſtents one was, that #brahap was juſtified by "M9 before et py 
5g OE words, Abraham bet "ok Got, 2nd it was toaited' to bim for Ri 


nſequenre, h "thars Abraham, 


4 52k 'anid- hr the Law $7 Fiofes,chat Keinh. bit 
on. 


rhe Projfife of ttone -effeR ; rherefore we miyfit 


'weltas he was. Anorher place he cires; is, The Ffh ſhall Hot by Fa 


was not of Faith; from, which the Conchufion' 
-/ che Law. He raft be very blind that ſees 
iſtic of St; Pants; all which Rad beer uct 

d forics Preterfion, and they-hiight"ar one 


x;'.20 tyo from rhe.QId Te- 


btw rs which he 

Tai rm a 

Deſt fo' aleve WY 
cars after; could hr 2 ores ir,o 


be juſtified by Faith without the Law, as 
aith,and He ſubſumes, the Dat 
feflows : Therefore the Juft lives fiot 


| d Slitceflic on of many Conſequences itt x tha 
"ith ee if cs Sok thod had a 


have overthrown: all that he had ai 


Th 
Pr Men had not then atrived at'fach Devices & mult ar ofce overrura aft the Sehfe and Ki 
fondf Mankind. © We hope what we premifec will be remembred, toſhew char the Apoftits 
being infallibly direaed'by rhe Holy Gheft, wit nor at alf prove, thar tho this way of arguin 
might haye paſſed with chem, yer ic muſt nor be allowed us: For their being infattibly 


rected, proves their Argutthents and way of proceeding was rational and convincing, otherwiſe 
F 2 


they 


Ek EO) 


they had not pitched on-ie.- And che Perſons 'to whom: chaſe Arguments were, offered, notac» 
quicſcing in Purdy, ck Reaſonings muſt have been good, otherwiſe they had exy 

1; Having chercjare, enigond cher back oupFerjour and is Apailicy dbd. prove. by Canlaquenr 
 ccs drawn from Sc greateft and. moſt imporrant Arxicles f Faith ;- we.judg that - 
.we may with very grearaſſurance follow their Example. Bur rhis-whole matter will receive 
a-further Confirmation; If we-find it. was the-Merhod of the. Church of God in all Ages ta 
.found her Deciſions of..the moſt important Controverſies on-Conſequences from Scriptures. 
There were -very few Hereticks. that had+.Face.and Brow-enough to ſet. up againſt. expreſs 


Words, of Scripture z  fonfuch as. did. ſo, rezeRed-theſe Bopks'that were ſo direQly oppoſite 
rather Errors 5. as Oe anichrer Ted: the Goſpel of, St, Matthew... --- .. on 
” +a if HEM ewes (cuher a rr prague condemning ei ey the 
athers writing againſt chem, we ſhall always find them proceeding upon Deductions and Con- 
ſequences. fram. Scripture,. as a fufficient Ground to go. upon. © Let che Epiſtle both of the 
Counctl of. Atioch ta. Samoſatenus, and Denis of Alexangria's Letter to. him, .be confidered ; 
and it ſhall be found how they drew their Definitions our of DeduQians from Scripture. So alſo 
| Alexander, Parriarch of Alexandria, in his Epiſtle, in which he.condenaned Arrius,proceeds upon 
DeduRions from Scriprure 3 and when the Council of..Nice'came to judg of the whole matter, 
_ Iftwe give Credit to:Gelaſos, chey:canvailed many. places of Scriprure,that they might come tg 
 @decifion ;.and thar whole Diſpure, as he repreſents it;was allabour Inferences and DeduRions 
from ca FRE Ir is true, F. Maimbourg in his Romantick Hiſtory of Arrianiſm ( Hift:deL.Arrian. 
L.1. Jwould perſwade us,that in that Council the Ortbodox,gnd chiefly the great Sawits of the Council, 
wert-for adbering eloſely to what they had received byTraditlon,without attempting to-giut new Expoſitions 
of Scripture,to interpret it any other way than as they bad learned from theſe, Fathers, that bad been taught 
them by the Apoſtles: But the Atrians, pbo could not find among theſt that which they intended to efta- 
- BNiſp, maint awed oz the contrary, that we muſt not confene our ſelves to that which bath, been beld by Au- 
tiquity, ſince none conld be ſure: about that... Therefore they thought that one muſt ſearch the Truth 
& the Deoftrine only. in the - Scriptures, which they could turn to. their own. meaning by their falſe 
Subtiltjes:. And to. make this formal Account paſs cafily wich. his Reader, he vouches on the 
Margin, Sozgn. cap-.16. When I firſt read this, it amazed me to find a thing of fo great Con- 
:quence. not fo much as obſerved. by the Writers of Controverſies ; bur rurning to Soxomen, 
'Lfqund in him theſe, words, ſpeaking of the Diſpute about Anivs his Opinians, The Diſputa- 
- Fion being, as #5 uſual,. carried out into different Enquaries ; ſome were of Opinion that nothing ſhould be 
iandvated beyond the "Faith that was originally delivered ; and theſe were chiefly thoſtg whom the Sim- 
Fhicity of. their Manners bad-brought to Divine Faith without nice.Cuntofity. , Others did firongly, or- 
earneſtly contend tbat 5t was not fit to follow tht ancienter Opiiiozs,. without a ftrift. trial of them, 
Now. in theſe words we find not a word either of. Orthodox or 47ian ;. ſo of which'ſide cither 
- ane or other were,,we are left to conjefture. Thar Jeſuit has been ſufficiently: expoſed by 
the Writers of. the'Port-Royal, for his foul dealing 6n other occaGans; and we ſhall have 
graat.cauſe to miſtruſt him in all his. Accounts, if. 1t. be found that he was quite miſtaken in 
| ap ;and thar he Farey which he calls the 0rthodox were really ſome holy, good-Men.; bur 
Tuupke,ignbranr,and cafily abuſed : Andrhar the other Party which he calls the 4Arrian, was the 
@:hodez, and more judicious, who readily foreſecing the - Inconvenience which the Simplicity 
of. others. would have involved them in,.did vehemently oppoſe it. and preſſed the Teſti-- 
monies of. the. Fathers might nor be blindly followed. . 
For proof of this, we need bur conſider that they anathematized theſe, who. ſay. that tbe 
$03 mas the Work of the Fatber, as Athanaſius (De Decret; Synod. Nicen, )-eeIls us, which werethe 
very words of Denis of 4lexangdria,. of whom the &rians (Athan. Epiſt. de ſententia Dion, Alex.) 
Toaſted much, and cired theſe words.from him ; and both Athanaſius (De. Synod. Arim.) and H-- 
liny,( Hil. lib. de Synod. Yacknowledg that thoſe Biſhops that condemned Samoſatenus, did alfo 
sRxeArhe Conſubſtancial, and St, Baſ! (Epift..gi.,) ſays, Denis ſomerimes denied, ſomerimes ac- 
SQHmazy the Copſubſtanrial. Yer I ſhall nor be (p.caſy as. Petavizz and others of the 
Roman Quych ace. jo. this. matter, wha acknowledg that. moſt of. the. Fathers before the 
-y | STEP Es "CouncY 
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* Councit of Nice ſaid many things thar-did toc agree wich the Rule of che Orthodox Faith ;- 
bur am fully perſwaded, that before thar Council, che Church did believe chat the Son was 
truly God, .and of che. ſame. Divine Subſtance, with, the Father : Yer. on; the other hand ic 
cannot be denied, bur there are many Expreſſions, io their Wrirings which-they had nor ſo well 
conſidered ; and rhence is is uhar Sr. Bp! CENiÞ. 14.) obſerves how Denis in his oppoſition ro- 
Sabellins had gone too far on.the other Therefore there was a neceflity ro make ſuch 
a-Symbol as might cut off all equivocal and ambiguous Forms of Speech. $o' we have very. 
good reaſon to conclude it was the Arian-Party, that ſtudied-under the pretence of nor inno-- 


vating,.r0- many. of. the holy, . but ſimpler Biſhops, to be againitany. new- Words or. 
$ymbols, that > CN undiſcovered, - wag TE | - 

. Upon what Grounds the Council af, Nice made their Decree and Symbol, we have no cer- 
tain account; ſince their AQs are loſt. the beſt ConjeRure we can make, is from St. Athz- 


nafius, who, as he was a great Aﬀertor of the Faich inchar Council, ſo alſo he gives us a large 
_accoune of irs Creed, in a particular Treatiſe (Lb, de Decret. Concil. Nicer.) in which he juſti- 
fies their Symbol argrear lengrh our of the Scriptures, and tells us very formally they uſed the 
word Conſubſtantial, that che Wickednefs and Craft of the Arrians might ,be diſcovered, and 
roves by. many Conſequences from Scripture, that the words were well choſen ; and ſers up- 
bis reſt on his Arguments from the Scriptures, tho all his Proofs-are but Conſequences drawn 
out 'of them. . It ts irugs when he has done chat, he alſo adds, that che Fathers at;Nice did nor: 
begin the uſe of theſe words, bur had them from thoſe rhat went before.chem.; and cires ſome. 
Paflages from Theagnifiics, Denis of ' Alexandria, Denis of Rome, and. Origen, But no body can 
imagin this was a full Proof of che Tradition of the Faith. .Theſe were bur a few later Writers, 
nor could he have ſubmitted the Deciſion of the whole Controverſy to two of theſe, Denis of 
Alexandria and Origen, (for the other rwo, their Works are loſt) in whoſe Wriringschere were: 
divers Paſſages that favoured the Arrians, and in which they. boaſted much, Therefore 4thans- 
fs only cites theſe to ſhew the Words of theſe Symbols were narfirſt cojned-by the 
( il of Nice. . Bur neither in, that Treariſe, nor in any other of his Works, do I ever. find. 
-  thateither the Council of Nice,.or he, who was the great ion for their. Faith, did ſtady. 
to. prove the Conſubſtantiality ro have been the conſtant Tradition of the Church : Bur.in all: 
his Treariſes he at full length proves.ir from Scripture. So from che Definition af rhe Council of. 
Nice, and Athanafyss his Writings, it appenns the Church of that Age Ogg thax Conſequences. 
clearly proved:from Scripture werea ſufficient Ground to huild an Article of Fauh an. _ - 
With this Ldefire it be alſocanfidered, that the next great Cantroverſy,that was carried on. 
chiefly by S. Cyril againſt the Neſtorians,was likewiſe all managed. by Conſequences from Sgrip-- 
ture, as will appear to any that reads S. Cyri/'s Writings, inſerted in the AFts.of the Council of. 
Epbeſus,chiefly his Treatiſe to the Queens and when. he brought Teſtimonics fromghe Fathers. 
againſt Neftorizes, which were read in the Council, ( A#.Conc. Eph.Artion 1.) they are all taken. 
our of Fathers that. lived after the Coancitof Nice, excepr only S. Cyprian, and Peterof Alexan-- 
 dria. If then we may colleR from S. Cyril's Writings. the Senſe of that. Council, as we did fron. 
S. Athanafius that of the Council of Nice; we muſt concludethar their Decrees were founded. 
on Conſequences drawn from Scripture 3 nor were they {o ſolicirous to prove a continued Suc-- | 
- cefſion of the Tradition. Inlike, manner, when the Council of Chalc:don condemned Eutyches, 
Pope Leo's Epiſe to Flauian was read, and all aflented to ir.; So that kg waned] matter, his Epi-- 
file became the Decree of rhe Council, and that whole Epiſtle from beginning to end, 15 one. 
entire Seriss of Conſequences proved from Sctipture and Reaſon : ( AfZ.Cone.Chalced. Adtion 1.), 
_ -- And to the end: of that Epiſtle are added jn rhe As of that Council, Teſtimonies from the Fa- 
. thers, that had lived-after the days ofthe Council of Nice. Theodoret (Theod. in Dial,) and,Ge-- 
laſs alſo (Gelaſ. de Diab. naturis.) who wrote: againſt rhe Eutychians, do through their whole. 
Writings purſue ther with Conſequences.drawn from Scripture and Reaſon, and in the end ſer. 
down Teſtimonies from Fathers : 'And to. inſtance only one more, when S.Auftin wroce inſt. 
the -Pelagians, how many Conſequences. he draws_from.Scripture, cyery eden, 
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lwitieciablendde Ads feted; ch&rall theſe Firhers orb gy: ane from Phaces'of 
| $criprntey the} never arempt to/prove*thur thoſt Set ty <xpounded is ther 
Scaſe-they Her! ates 3h bY" the Chun of Father whe hath before then 3 dave: 
gue fronvUlieScn@ which rhey prove! they' eypitt £6 be! iinderfiood Ih." Tag tor fey alf thine 
Cor Det mona Nos | wot A #ll bod oth len, 
__ CO NETOS Sore, whit G6? Ohuſohd x5 
clear, were of faffioiene fat nd Forceroendafl Controverſies, Am thus tr 


pear has it is urreaſbnable; and corttrary rothe” CO borlt/6f the' ancertr Conte 5 
Fathers, -foreje&Broofs drawnfrom Places of Ser —_ though eprx.otmran noritls = 
Words that which is inrended ro he proved'by 

Bue all the Anfiver they canoffer ro this, is, Thar hoſe Barker mf ConneiſsKad another 
authority to draw Conſequences frorit Sctipruye; beranſe the emracrdinery Preſehce of "God 
way amiotipthem, and/beeaufe of rhe” hop Hndp the Firſt they builjed' their Pectees on; | 
rhe cant prerendto; who donor {0 mnctt as fay we ate ſoinmictintely direfted, or rhar 
we” found our Faitfrupon-the fuccefiive: Tradition of rhe ſeveral Apes ofthe Church, - 

Fo'this anſwer ; Firſt; Tris viſible, chat if cherebe any ft i in-this, it will conclude 
. 46 well againſt our ufing exp Words of Scriprure, frnce the expreſs Words are capable 
of nat Word: of Seri re iris plain, ee als > ho kris pe ys 
formal Words Series} Forth Arguirs $ ir by, do invalidate che myſt-ex- 

PIRIE wellas Dedu&ions. 2 
be further conſidered; that before the Councils had made their Decrees,when Heres 
oahed, rhe Antdory's wrote againft ther, confuring them by Ar ner made np of 

= 3 ſothar before rhe Church had'decreed, rhey t Tok 
te Heoeffeg & by ſuch Conſequences. Nor didrhefe Fathers place, of 
Argaments on Tradition, as will appear to' wr Py readsbnr-what Sr. ©yri/'s Sil Painth 
ooh before the Conncit of Epheſus 3 and Pop Eco againft Entyches, before the Councili of 
Ebalcedon; where all-rheir Reaſc are founded on-Scrrprune. - Iris rue; they #dd'forne Te- 

ſtimories of Putheryts prove rhe d not innovate any thing im rhe Dofrite of: the Church : 
Bur it WRues, 2 theſe the tort bes, only as a Confirmation of their Arguments, and nor as. the 
chief for as they do not drive up the Tradirion ro the Apoftles Days, 
ſerringonly rd dare Teſtimonies; ; fo they make no [nferencesfrom them, but barely 
ſer them dowtr. © By which ir is evident, alt rhe uſe they made of thefe, was only to ſhew thar 
the Faith of the Age thar preceded them,was conform: ©o rhe roofs they brought from'Srip- 
rare3 bur did torar all found the ſtrength of rhieir Arguments from $criprure, upon che ſenſe 
of the Farhers'char wenr before them. And if rhe Councit of Xir had paſſed rhe Decree of 
aiding the Conſubſtancials ro rhe Creed, upon evidence brought from Tradition chiefly, cart 
ir be imagitied thar Sc, Arhatefins, who kner welton what grounds rhey went, having born fo' 
greata thare in cheir Confulacions and Debares, when he in a format Treatiſe juftiftes that Ad- 
ditioh; ſhond'dravv his chief Arguments from Scriprore and Narural Reafon ; - and that ,only 
rowards the end, he ſhould rel! us of four \wricers, Fro whom he brings Paſſages ro provet this 

wes no new or > unheard-of thing, 

Inche end;* when the Council trad paſſed their Decree, itb&'the method of rheir difpure al- 
cer ? Eet any read Athanaſius, Hilary, or St. Auftin writing the Arrians : T comume' 
ſti co ply chem with Arguments made up of Conſequences fforn Scripture; and chief - 
Argument was dearly a” Cotſcquence from Sctipmure; Thar fince Chrrft was,by the Coon 
of the arrians; traly God, Then he muſt ke of the ſame Subſtance, otherwite there maſt be 
rirore Subſtmces, and fo-more Gods, which was againft Scriprure. Now, if this be not a Cort-! 
ſequence from! Scriprure, fer age fe Body jadp, tex was on this they. chieffy inffted, and waved: 
. rhe Anthority ofthe Councit of which they memion very ſcktom, or-when they'do ſpeak 

of it,” e ts ro provetkarirs Porrily were according to Scripture. 

'of rhis, ter- us heur what St.” Auſtin ſays (Lid. 3. Cont. Max, 19.) writ a ainft: 
Maximings an Amian Wiedop, proving the EY & the Son : This js that oy 


which 
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aiiah was fabled by the Catholich Fathers invhe Connil of Nice, mewnftitbe Atriuns; by the 410 
; nnd ph and the Trath of Aatbority, which Weratical bay be ara overthrow, mk the Hlt- 
retital Emperor Condtaweins, . Grcanje of the 1ewneſs.of beards, which wire not- ſo well underſtood, as 
ſhould bave bein: Since the ancient Faith bad brought mhem-forth but many wire abuſed by the Fraud of 
_ «few. | Anda live after he adds, But now nmithtr ſhould T bring the Connil of Nice, nor yet the Goun« 
cil-of Arrimom,tbieby ts prepidg tt this:matter ; neither an I bound by the Antbority of the latter, noryeu 
by the 4atbwity of the former. © Litton 'Cauſt and Reaſon conteſt and ſtrive with the other from the Aatho= + 
ritzes.af the; Striptores, winch are Witneſſes commun-to bothy: and not proper to either of.us. + 
+ If rhis/be nor our Plea, as formally as cav be, levevery Reader judp; from all which we 
cotclude, That our Merhod ofiproving Articles of Faith by Conſequences drawn frem Scrip- 
ture, is.che ſame that che Catholick Church in all che beſt Ages made uſe of: And thereforezr 
* ainreaſomable!todony ivrous, OOO 40-38 Sp = 
+ Butallrhac hah been ſa1dwill appear yer with fuller and more demonſtrative Evidence, if 
we fmad, tharthis very prevence of appealing to formal Wards of Scriptares, was on- ſeveral 
eccafions\txken wp hy divers:Herericks, \bur was-always rejeaed by the Farhersas abſurd- and 
tartafonable.”' Thefirſtcimewe find ris Plea/inatry Bodies Mouth, is upon the Queſtion, 
Wherkerit was lawtal for Chriſtians to port the Theaters, or other publick Spefacles? which - 
. the Eachers ſerrhernſelves mightily agaimld, as that which would corrupt rhe Minds of the Peo- 
ple, mail lead them co heacheniſh Kolutry:” © Bur orhers- that loved thoſe diverting Sights, 
plcaded for them upon this ground, as #twiay-(Lib. de SprG.c. 3.) wells win theſe Words; 
Fbe #alth-of fome being 2idber ſampier or more ſcrupulous, calls for an Authority from Scripture, for the diſe + 
charge. of theſe. Sights 5 and thiy wrame uncertain about it, becauſe ſuch abſtinence is no-where denounced 
tothe. Syrvants:of God, acther by a5/tar Significution, nor by Name 3, as, Thou fhalt not bill, Nor wors 
hip an Hol c Barihe proves ir from the f1ft Veoſe of the Pſzlms ; ſor though that feems to belong to the 
7ews, 'yit { ſays he) thi Scripture vs alwi9h:b0 be avicded brond, where that Diſcipliis 4s tobe gutrded 
according to the fenſe of whatror 3 priſint to ms, - And this agrees with that Maxim he” has dlfe- 
where, (Lib. zdv. Gneſt. o.1.) That the Words of Scripture are to be widerſtood, not only by their 
Sound, txt by thuir Senſe 5 and are not only tg be heard with ou Eattge but with our Mines. | 
Jn the nexc Place, the A#iav; deſigned to ſhroud themes under- general Expreffions z 
and had found Glofſes for all Paſſages cf Scripture. - So that when the Conncil of Nitemade all 
rheſeineffeaual, *by putting rhe Word ConſnbSzntial mo the Creed; then did they in all their 
Conncik, \and'it! all. Difpates, ſetup rhis Plea,” That they would ſubmir: ro every thing rhav was 
inStripture, bur not reany Additiors ro Setiprure. A large account of this we have from 4- - 
thazafins, who” (De Synod, Arim. & Suleuc.) gives us many of their Creeds, - In thar propoſed - 
art Anim. thee Words were added to the Symbo!, For the Word Subſtance, betauſt it was ſidipty 
fet down by the Fathers, and 3s not wndirſtood by tr: Peppte, but breeds Scandal, fance the Seriprures 
hve bt not, thorefore we have thought fit%t be Jeſt out, "and tht thire b# no wore muntion made of Stb- 
ſtance conterning God, fince the Seriptures no-where ſpeak of the $ubſt.znce of the Futber and the Sau,” it 
alforelts us, thac ar Simian they added Words to the ſame prepoſe” to rheir Synial, rejecting 
rhe Words of Sabſtance or Confu'sſtaritial, becauſs vothing i written of them inthe Scriptures, - and 
they tranſcend the: Knowledg and Underſtanding of Men. ET LOWRY” 
- Thus we ſee how exaQly the Plea of the 41ni*15apgrees with what is now oftered to be i npo- 
Bur ler us'nexe ſee whar the Farher fays to this : "He firſt warns ir back on the 4151s, and . 
fhews how far they, were from following that Rule which they-tmpoſed on others. Andaf we 
have not as good: reaſon-to anſwer thoſe fo, who now take up rhe ſame Plea,letevery one jadg., 
Bit chen*the Father anſwers, 21-1945 no-matter though one uſed Forms of Speech. that 'ware not in 
Striptureg if be $24 ftitl a fanud or pions Underſtanding ; 45 00 the romvary 43 heretical Perſon, - though 
be uſes Forts out of Stripture, bt will not b2 the leſs ſuſpeied,” if bis On dorſtanding br corrupred ; aud 
ac full tengch applies char rorhe Queſtion of the Corſubſtancialitey, To rhe ame Purpoſe, 
Sr. Millery (de Synod. adv. Arias.) ſerting down the A of the Ariazs againft the Con- 
fadſtantiahiry; the third Obje&ion1s, That it was added by the Camcnl of Nice, but ought not to " | 
recejvea, 
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rettivid, becauſt it is no-whire written. Bur he anſwers; it was a fapliſh rhing to be ef: aidof x Wark, 
when the thing expreſſed by the Word bas no diffentty.” .- 1 I note 
-- We find likewiſe 1 rhe Conference St. Auftin had with Frximinus the Arrizt Biſhop, {Lib.s; 
cont. Max. Arr, Epiſt.) inthe very beginning the Arian cells him, That be maſt bearken to what he 
brought out of the Sniptures, which were common to them all ; but or Words that were. not-in Sci 
 thiy-wert in no caſe rectivid by them.” And afterwards he ſays, Lib. Fo C. 3.) 'We' recerve with 2 

fall Veneration every thing that us brought-ont of the Haly Scriptures,” for the Scriptures are not in 'ouy, Ds. 
- minion that they may be mended by us, And a litde after adds, Truth i not" gathered out of-Argumeits; 
but is proved by ſure Teſtimmies, therefore he ſeeks a Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoft's bring-God; Bur 
eothar Sr. Auſtin makesanſwer, That from the things that we read, we muſt niderſtand tht things that 
weread ute, CI ST he | | | dre} hp 
And giving an account of another Conference (Epiſt; 52.) he had with Count Paſcentius thax 
was an Arian, he tells, that the Arrian did moſt carneſtly preſs that the Word Conſubſtantial might 
be ſhewed in Soipture, repeating this frequently,and canvaſling about it invidiouſly. To whom - - 
- St. Auſtin anſwers, Nothing could b: more contentious than to ftrive about a Ward, when the Thing was 
certain; and asks him where the Word UVabegotten (which the Arriazs uſed) was in Scripture ? And 
- dince it was no-where in Scripture, he from thence concludes, There might be a very good account 
gives why a Word that was not un Scripturemight be well aſed. * And'by how many Conſequences he 
proves the Conſubſtantiality we cannot number, except that whole Epiſtle were fer down. 
And again, inthat which is called 'an Epiſtle, CEpip. 78.) bur is an account of another Con- 
ference herween thac ſame Perſon and St.Auſtin, the Arran deſired the Conſubſtantiality mighr 
be acturſed,” Brrauſeit was no-where to beſound written in the Scriptures; and adds, That it was a 
grievous trampling on the Authority of the Scripture,to ſet down that which the Seripture bad not ſaid ; for 
fa thing be ſet down without Authority from the Divine Volumes,it is proved to be void; againſt which 
St. Aaftin argues ar grearlengrh, to proye that it neceſſarily folows from other places of Scriptve. 
In the Conference between Photius, Sabellives, Arrius, and Athanaſius, firſt publiſhed by Caſs 
fander, (Oper.Caff.) as a work of Vigilius,bur belieyed ro be the work of Gelaprs an African;where 
-we have a very-full account ofglg Pleas of theſe ſeveral Parties. Arrizs challenges the Council | 
of Nice for having corrupted the th with the Addition of new Words, and complains of the Con- 
ſubſtanrial, and ſays, thi Apoſtles, their Diſciples, and all their Succeſſors downward, that had lived in 
the Confeſſion of Enift to that time, wire ignorant of that Word : And or this he infiſts' with great ve- 
hemency, urging it over and over again, Fr ling Atbazaſſs either to read it properly fet down in 
Scripture, or to ca it out of bis Confeſſion; « get which Arhanafius replies, and ſhews him how 
znany things they-acknowledged againſt the other Herericks, which were nor wricten ; Shew me 
eheſt Things, (ſays he) not from Conjeftures or Probabilities, or things that do neighbour on Reaſon, not 
from-things that provoke us to mderſtand them ſo, nor from the Piety of Faith, perſuadiag ſuch a Proſeſ- 
For; but ſpew it writeen in the pure and naked Property of Words, that the Father is Unbegotten, or Im- 
2 z/ible. And then he tells Arrivs, that when he wenc about to prove this, he ſhould nor ſay, 
#he Riafon of Faithrequired this, Picty teaches it, tbe Conſequence from Scripture forces me to this Profs 
fon, 1 will not allow you, ſays he, *to obtrude thiſe things on-mt ;, becauſe you rejett me when Tring you 
Fucb like tings, for the Profeſſion of the Conſubſt antial.” | OE es 
Inthe end he ſays, Either permit me to prout the Conſubſtantial by Conſtqueuces, or iſyou will not, you 
muſt deny all thoſe things which you your ſelf grant. And after Athanaſius had urged thisfurther, Probus, 
har far Judy in the Debate, ſaid, Neither one nor other could ſhew all dhat they belicutd properly and 
$a in Scxapture + Therefore he deſired they would trifle no longer in ſucha childiſh Conteft, 
bur prove either the one or rhe ocher by « juſt Conſequence from Scripture. | 
Inthe Macedonian Controverſy againſt the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt, we find this: was alſo 
their Plea; a hint of it was already mentioned in the Conference betwixt Maximinus the Arrim 
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Biſhop,and Sr. Auſtin,which we have more fully in St.Greg. Nazi, (Orat. 37.) who proving the 
Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt,meets with that obje&ion of the Macedonians, that it by ev pace of 
Scripturegxo which he anſivers, Some things ſeemed to beſaid in Scripture that truly are not,as when God 
Hs-ſaid to ſleep ; lome things truly are, but are no-where ſaid, as the Fathers being Unbtgotten, which they 

| ; - © them» 


ES 


thertſelves believed, and conchides, that theſe things are deawn' Fom theſe things: out of which 


they are gathered, though they be not: mentioned in Scripture. Therefore he upbraids thoſe for 
erving the letter, and joyning themſelves. to. the wiſdom of the Jews, and that. leaving Things, 
they. followed Syllables :. And ſhews how. valid a good conſequence is ; As if a man, ſays he, 
[þeahs of a living creature that is reaſonable, : but mortal ; I conclude it muſt be a man : Do I far 


that ſeem to_rave ?, not at all; for theſe. words are not more truly his that "ron; than his that. 


did make the ſaying of them neceſſary : So he infers, that he might, without fear, | believe ſuch 
things = he ether found or gathered from the Scriptures, though they either —_ at alt, j- no? 
clearly.in the Scyiptnres, i i oO oe —_ ty , | 

We find alſo, in a Dialogue berween an Orthodox. and a Macedonian, that is in Athanaſius's 
Works, -but.belieyed to be.written by Maximus, after he had proved by. a great many Ar- 
guments that rhe. attribures of the: Divine . Nature, ſuch: as.rhe Omniſcience and Omnipre- 
ſence were aſtribed. to the Holy Ghoſt, . In end the Macedonian flies to this known refuge, 
that it was no-where written, that he was God , and. fo challenges him for ſaying, that which 
was not in Scripture. But the Orthodox anſwers, that in the Scriptures the Drvine Nature was 
aſcribed to the Holy Ghoſt, and fance the Name follows the Nature, he concludes, if the Holy Ghoſt 
did fubſiſt in himſelf, did ſanftifie, and was increated, he muſt be God whether the other would or 
not. , Then he asks, where it was written, That the Son was like the Father in his Eſſence ? 
The Heretick anſwers, That the Fathers had declared the Son Conſubſtantial as to his Eſſence. 
But the Orthodox replies, (which we defire may be well conſidered) Were they moved to that 
from the ſenſe of the Scripture, or was it of their own authority or arrogance, that they ſaid any 
thing that was not written. The other eonfeſſes it was from the ſenſe of the Scriptare; thar 
they were moved to it 3 from this the Orchodox infers, that "wg of the Sgripture teaches 
1d, that an uncreated Spirit that is of; God, and quickens and ſan#ifies, is a Divine Spirit, and 
from thence he concludes, He is God, Thus we ſee clearly, how exa&ly the Macedonians and' 
theſe Gentlemen agree, and what arguments the Fathers furniſh us with againftthem. 

"The Neſtorian Hiſtory followed this tra, and we find: Neſtorizes both in his Letters (AZ. 
Syn. Eph,) to Cyril of Alexandria, to Pope Celeſtin, and in theſe wrixings of his that were 
read in the Council of Epheſis, (Aon 1.) gives that always for his reaſon of denying the 
Blefed Virgin to have been the Mother of God, becauſe the Scriptures did no-where mention it, 
but call Her always the Mother of Chriſt,: and yer that General-Council condemned; him for 
all that ; and his friend Zobn, Patriarch: of Antzech, : earneſtly prefled him by his Letters nor 
to reje& bur ro uſe that word, ſince the (ſenſe of it was good, and it agreed with the Scriptures; and 
it was. generally ufed by many of the Fa and had never been reje&ed by any one. 

This was alſo Ewtyches his laſt refuge, (4.6. Syn. Conſtantin. in Af.2. Chalcedon. ) when he 
was called to appear before the Council at Conſtaztineple, he pretended ſickneſs, and that he 
would never ſtir out of his Monaſtery ; but being often cited, he faid to thoſe that were ſenc 
tohim, In what Scripture were the two- Natures. of Chrift to be found 2 To:which _ ied, 
In what Sgripture was, the Conſubſtantial tobe found: Thus turning his Plea back on himſelf, as 
the Orthodox had done before on the Arrians. Eutyches alfſh when he made his appearance, 
he ended his defence with this, That he had not found that (ro wit, of the two Natures) 
plainly in the Scripture, and that all the Fathers had not ſaid it. Bur for all that, he was con- 
demned by that Council which was afterwards ratified by the Univerſal Council of Chalcedon. 
Yer after his repeated condemnation the Ewtychians laid not down this Plea, but continued 
Nill tg appeal to the expreſs words of Scriprure; which made Theodoret write two Diſcourſes 
to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of that pretence, they: are publiſhed in Athanaſius his Works 
(Tim. 2- of, Athan.) among theſe Sermons againſt.Herericks: Bur moſt of theſe are Theode- 
ret's,,as appears clearly from Phot.” ( Bib, Cod. 46.) his account of Theoderet's Works; the 
very titles of them lead us to gather his opinion of this Plea: The 12th Difcourſe, which by 
Phatius's account;,is the 16th,has this 'ritle, To thoſe that ſay we cught to receive the Expriſſion,and 
nat look to the Things ſignified'!by then, as. nk all men,.The 19th, or according to Photiags, 
the 23d, is, Totheſe whoſay we ought to believe ſamply as they. ſay,and not conſider what is camCenient 
or inconvement. G | if 
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ys whar:is. poflible, conyenient, decenr,ac 
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onable, that would receive the go 5 be Sacred Writings without confiderat 
retion, not minding the pions ſcope for ##hic 

 4o not conſider what they mark 0::t to ws, but ſemply receive their words, then all that the Prophets 
and Apofties have written, willprove of no-uſe to thoſe that hear them, for then'they will bear with 

erftand with their hearts ; nar conſader the conſeque 


- « ryeats are ſer before him, fo hemuſtnac ſnatch words Rrpp'dof their meaning, butmuſt 


< carefully confider what is ſuttablero God, and profitableto us, whats the torce of 'Frach, 
< what agrees with the Law, or anſwers to Nature; he muſt confider the. peruineneſs of 
« Faitch, the firmacfs of Hope, the fincerity of Love, what is liable ro-no Reproach, what is 
<« beyond Envy, and worthy of Favour 3 all which rhings concur in Pious Meditations. .And 
< concludes thiss, The fum of a'l is, he that receives any words, and does nor confider the 
< meaning of-them, how can he underſtand rhofe that ſeem ro conradit others ? where 
< hall he find a fit anſwer ? How ſhall he fatisfic- thoſe. rhat interrogate him, - or defend that 
* which 1s written? on = 3 bn Sar th p i 
CNET En pen ne ery hens, Bo 

ning he ſays, * Thoug vil has inveared many grievous ines, yer he doubrs 
< it any former age brought forth any thing like that hes Franad: Go Sake had 
< cheir-own proper errors 3 | but this that' was now invented renewed all others, and ex- 
< ceededt all others: Which, fays be, receives: finwly whar iis faid, bur does nor enquire 
© whar 15 convenient, or: inconveniend : Bur ſhall I believe withour judgment, and nor en-. 
quit able-to God, anſwerable to Nature, 6 
5 able ro: Truth, ar is a conſequence from the {eope;:ot ſujrable tocrhe myſtery, ori ro piety-; 
© 6r-whet:ourward reward, or inward fraie accompanies itz or muſt I reckon on none of 
+ theſe things. Bur the cauſe.of- all,cur:adverfaries exrors, &, that with their ears they hear 
< worgs, 'bur have no underſtanding of them in their heares 3 for all of them (and namss 
« divers) ſhun 2 trial; thar they be nat. convinced, and/ar- lenprh fhews- whar” abſurdiries 
muſt follow on ſuch {4 merhod. - inftatiting-chaſe\pluces'abuzr which: che Conreft 'was wich. 


- the Artians; ſuch as theſe wordhof Chrift, TheFatber 3s. grouter than Tf. And fhews what 


apparent contradictions gurl gs if weido-noreenfider thetruc ſenſe of places of Scripture 
thaeſeem contradiftory, which. wuſt be roconcited by fiading their xruecmeaning';; and con-; 
cludes, * So we ſhall cither perfwade, ar overcome onradverfary;: ſo-we ſhalt ſhew thar the 
* Holy Scripture ts conſonant tors (elf; fo we thall juftly publiſh che glory'of the Myſtery, 


1 and ſhall weakure up -fucha full aflurance as we ogghr-to-have in our ſouls; we ſha neither 


< believe without the Ward, nar ſpeak-wirhourbanh, © 


' F-Now I challenge every Reader,xoconſider if any ohing can be deviſed, thar more formally, 


ey more nervouſly oxerchrowsall the precences brought for his appeal'to the expreſi words 
S$criprure.. / | {1 V1 1-3-83>T5 Z #7433 1933 . S297 
And: here'1-ſtop; for though T could: carey it further; and ſhew' that" other Hereticks: 
ſame;pretext, yer 6 rink all Impartial Readers will be fa- 
anartificeof the firſt. four prand Herefics, condemned by the 
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firſt fonr General Councils," And from all has beer-id; jt is apparent how. oft rhis ret y 
preerence has been-baffledby Univerſal Conncits and Fathers, YerT cannor leave this with rhe 
Reader, without defiring' him-to rake notice of: afew patticulars rhat deſerye'tobe conſidered. 
-The firſt is; rhat- whiety theſe *Gentletten would'tmpoſe on us has been rhe' plea of rhe 
greateſt Herericks have been-in'the Church. Thoſe therefore who take up theſe weapons 
of Hereticks, which have been fo oft blunted and broken in their hands , by the moſt Unj- 
verfal Councils, andthe moſt Learned Fathersof. the Catholick Church 3; ill at length they 
were laid afideby all men, as unfit for any ſervice, till in this age fome Jeonns took them up 
in defence of! an oftefy baffled Cauſe, dovery- unreaſonably prerend:to rhe Spirit or Pofrine 
of RY fince-rhey rreadapath ſooft bearen by all Heretricks, and abhorred by all the 
Ort N, is | : | 
Secondly, -We find the Fathers always begin their anſwering this pretence of Herericks; 
by ſhewing them how many things they themſelves believed, thar were no-where written' in 
Scripture. And this I believe was all the groand f. W. had for telting us in our Conference 
that St Auſtin bade the Heretich read what be ſaid, 
- + amconfident' that Gentleman is a mani of Candour and Honour, and ſo am affured he 
would.not have been guilty of fuch a fallacy, as to have cired this: for ſuch a purpoſe, if he 
had nor taker ir-on truſt from ſecond-hands. Bur he who firſt made ufe of ir, if he have no 
other Authority of Sr. Auflia's, which I much doubr, cannor be an-honeft man 3 who, be» 
cauſe St. Auſtin, to ſhew the Arrians how unjuſt ir was to ask words for every thing they be- 
liered, urges them with this, that they-could- not read all that they betieved themſelves, 
would from rhat conclude, St. 4uftin thoughr every Article of Faith: muft be read in ſo man 
words in Scripture. This -is ſuch & piece of Ingenuity as rhe Jeſuits uſed in the Conte 
about Sr. Auſtin's Dotrine, -concerning rhe efficacy of Grace : When they cired as formal 
patages outof St. Auflin, ſome of the Ubje&tions of the Semipelagians, which he ſers down, 
and afterwards anſwers, which they brought without his anſwers, as his words, ro fſhew he 
was of their fide: But to- return co ourPpurpoſe; from this method of the Fathers we are 
taught to turn this appeal 'to expreſs words, back'en thoſe who make uſe of it 
andto ask them where de they read their Purgatory, Sacrifice of the Maſs, Tranfubftanria- 
tion;the Pope's Supremacy, witha great en 2mm things in the expreſs words of Scripture. 
Thirdly, We ſee the peremptory-anſwerthe Fathers agree in, is, that we muſt underſtand 
the Scriptures, and:draw juſt conſequences from rhem, and-nor' ftand on words or \phrafes'4 
but confider things : And from theſe we are furniſhed with an excellent anſwer ro every thing 
of this narure they can bring againſtus. Ir is imrhofe great Saffits, Athanaſius, Hilary, Gregory 
Naziangen, Auftin,and Theodoret, that they will find our anſwer as fully and formally as nced be; 
'and'ro them we refer our ſelves. FAT 4 | 2 2481 
- But, Fourthly, To improve this be the particular occaſion that engaged us to all 
this enquiry, we defire it be conſidered that when ſuch an obje&ion was made, which thoſe 
of the Church of -Rame judge is ſtrong to prove: we muſt rely on ſomewhat elfe than Strip- 
ture, either on the Authority of the Church, or on. the certainty of Tradition. The firſt 
'Councils _ Fathers had = _ @ mgm y . FILE Fc 
All conſidering men, chiefly when they are arguing a nice Point, ſpeak upon 
' theſis or opinicn Sith which they ac prepoſeſed and muff certamly diſcourſe conſequent- 
lyroit. Toinftahcet in this yr ular 3 If an ObjeAion be made againſt the drawing conſe- 
guenees from Scripture, ſince all men may be miſtaken; and therefore they ought not to truſt their 
own reaſoningt, A Papiſt muſt neceſſarily upon his Lypothefes ſay, it is true, any man-may err, 
but the whole Church, either when aſſembled in a Countil with the Holy Ghoſt in the midſt of them, 
or when they convey down fromthe Apoſtles, rhrovgh, age to age, the Tradition of - the Expoſitions of the 
Scriptures cannot err, for God will be with them to the end of the World. = 


+ A Proteftatit nuſt en the-other hand, coraling to his Principles, argue, that ſince man 
endue 
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has a reafonable foul tn tim, he muft be ſuppoſed endued with a faculty of making Inferences-: And 
when: NS is apparent to our anderff, 54. we ought and-mnſt belles it 68 much 
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inſt us;, 


es og 


. : 44 
* 


& we ds that from which the conſequence js drawn. ' Therefore we muſt not only read, but ftudv to 
underſtand the true meaning of Scripture; : And we have [o much the; more reaſon to be efſived 
what appears to.us to bethe true ſenſe of the Scriptures, if we: find the Charch of God in th « 
" times, and the Fathers beheving as we--believe. If. we d hear two perſons that were un- 
known ro us, .argue either of theſe rwo' ways, we muſt conclude, the one is a Papiſt, the 
other a Proteſtant, as to this particular. _. : : 
Now I defire the Reader may compare whar has been cited from the Fathers upon this 
ſubjeR : And ſee if what they write upon it does not exaRtly agree with our hypotheſis and 
principles. Whence we may very juſtly draw another concluſion that will go much further 
than this particular we now examine 3; that in ſeeking outthe deciſion of all Controverſies, 
. the Fathers went by the ſame Rules we go by, to wir, the clear ſenſe of Scriprures, as ir 
muſt appear to every confidering mans underſtanding, backed with the opinion of the Fa- 
thers ; ka went before them. | THT, : £ ; 
And thus far have I followed this Objefion 3 and have, as I hope, to every Reader's ſa- 
tisfatjon made jr our, that there can be nothing more unreaſonable, more contrary to rhe 
Articles and Doftrine of our Church, to the nature of the ſoul of man, to-rhe uſe and end. . 
of words and diſcourſe, .to the praice of. Chriſt and his Apoſiles, to rhe conftant ſenſe of 
the Primicive Church, and that upon fall and often renewed Conteſt with Hereticks upon 
is very head: Then to impoſe on us an Obligation to read all the Articles of our Church 
in the expreſs words of Scripture: | 
So that I am confident this will appear to every conſidering perſon, the moſt trifling and 
pitiful Obje&ion that can be offered by men of. commonſenſe and reaſon. And therefore ir 
15 hoped, that all perſons who take any care of their ſouls, will examine things more nar- 
rowly than to ſuffer ſuch tricks to paſs upon them, or to be ſhaken by ſuch Obje&ions. - And 
if all rhe. ſcruple theſe Gentlemen haye, ,why they do nor Joyn .1n. Communion with the 
Church of England, lies in this; we expe chey ſhah find jr {o entirely; ſatisfied, and ire= 
moved out of the way, that they ſhall. think of recurning back :#that Church where they 
had their Baptiſm and Chriſtian Education, and which 3s fiill izeady. ro receive them with 
opcn arms, and to reſtore ſuch as have been over-reached into Error and Herefie, with the 
ſpirit of meckneſs. To which I pray God of his great mercy diſpoſe both them and all 
others, who upon theſe. or ſuch like ſcruples have deſerted the pureſt Church:upon Earth 
and have turned over to a moſt impure and corrupt Society. And let all men fay, Amen... + 
| tre G2 XY a b5 Ss 4 —— = 


A Diſcourſe to ſhew that it was not only poſſible to change the Belief of 
the Church concerning the Manner of Chriſt's Preſence in the Sa- 
 erament ; but that it is very reaſonable to conclude, both that it might 
be done, 'and that it was #ruly-changed; CO TR THY | 


Here is only one' Particufar of any importance, thar. was mentioned'in the. Confe- 

rence, to which we forgot ro makeany Anſwer ar all, which was ſpoken by N.N. 

; ro this purpoſe 3 How was it poſſible, or to be imagined that the Church of God could 
ever have received ſuch a Dorine as the belief of Tranſubſtantiation, if every age had not received 

#," and been inſtruZed in it by their Fathers, and the age that went beforeit?  . _ jp 

This by a' pure forgerfulneſs was nor anſivered'; and one of theſe Gentlemen roak notice_ 
of ir to-me, meering with me fince that rite, and defired.me roconfider what a friend of 
N. N. has lately printed on this SabjeR, in a Lerter concerning Tranſabſtantiation, DireFed to a 
Perſon of. Honowr + In which; a great many pretended Impoflibilities of any ſuck Innovation 
of the Doctrine are reckoned up; to ſhew ir a thing both inconceivable and unpracticable,, 
wieeethe Faith of the Church hanged in a thing of this nature,. - | "3%." _ 


a 


© "OOF" 


- \ This fare Pled has-beer maniiged with all the advantages-poſble, both of Wit, Elo- 


quence, and Learning, by Mr. Arnaud of the Sorbon 3 buthad been ſo expoſed and baffled | 


by Mr. Cland, who, as he equals che other in Learning, Elc ence, and Wir, ſo having much 
rhe better of him in rhe Cauſe and Truth he vindicates, ſo foiled the -other 1n this 
Plea, - that he: ſeeing no other way to preſerve that' high reputation which his other Wri- 
rings, and the whole courſe of his Life had ſo juſtly acquired him. ; has gone off from the 
main Argument on which they begun,” and betaken himſelf ro a long and unproficable En- 
quiry into the belief of the Greek Church,  fince her ſchiſmfrom rhe Larine Church. 
' - The Conteſt has been oft renewed, and all the ingenious and learned perſons of both ſides, 
have looked'on with great expeations. | is 0042 0707 | 
. Every one muſt confeſs, Mr. Arnaud has ſaid all can be faid in ſuch a Cauſe ; yet ir ſeems 
he finds himſelf often pinched, by the bitter (I had almoſt ſaid fcurrilous) reproaches he 
caſts'on Mr. Clawd, which is very unbecoming the Education and other Noble Qualities of 
that great man, whom for his Book of Frequent Communion, I ſhall ever honour. And it is 
a thing much to be lamented, that he was taken off from-theſe more uſeful Labours, where- 
in he was engaged ſo much to rhe bertering this Age, both in diſcovering the horrid cor- 
ruprion of -rhe-Jeſuits' and orher Caſuiſts, not only 1n"their Specularions'abour Caſuiſtical 
Divinity, but in-their hearing Confeſſions, and” giving-eafie Abſolucions, upon trifting Pe- 
ances, and grariring abſolucions before the Penance was perfermed, and in repreſenting 
ro us the true Spirit of Holineſs and Devorion was inthe Primitive Church. | 
- -Buron the other hand, as Mr. Claud leavesnothing unſaid in a method fully -anſwerable 
xo the excellence of *thar truth he defends; ſo he anſwerstheſe reproaches in a way worthy 
of himſelf, or rather of Chrift and the Goſpel. 'If thoſe excellent Writings were in Eng- 
fiſh, Tſhould need ro ſay nothing ro a poine'thar has-been fo canvaſſed; but till ſome .oblige 
this Nartien by trariſlating chem, 'I'fhall fay ſomuch on this Head, as I hope ſhall be ſufficienr 
PONY body'of the emptineſs, weakneſand-folly of 'this Plea. © 3G 957 
And firſt of all, Tna matter of fat concerning a change made the Belief of rhe Church, 

the only certain method of enquiry, is, to conſider the DoQrine of the Church in former 
Ages ; and ro compare that with what is now received ; atid if weſee a difference between: 
theſe, we are ſure there has been a change; thoagh we are nor able to ſhew by what fteps 
it was made; nay, though we could not fo much-as' maket-3t appear probable that ſuch a 
change could be 'made. - 7 T0040 1 7 | | 

To' inſtance this'ijn a plain caſe,' of the change of the Engh/h Language ſmce the days of 
Willam the Conqueror ; *thar there” has no ſach ſwarm of Foreigners'broke in upon-this- 
Iſland, as mighr change our Language : One may then argue thus ; Every one ſpeaks the- 
Language he heard his Parents, his Nurſes, and others abour him ſpeak,” when he was a+ 
Child ; and this he continues to ſpeak all his life, and his Children ſpeak as they heard him- 
ſpeak : Upon which, a man of wit and phancy might ſay a great many things, to ſhewit im- 
poſkble any fuch change ſhould ever have been made, as that we now Thould Ud ſpeak fo as 
not to underſtand what was faid five or ſix COIN Yeriif-T find Chaucer, of any 
much ancienter Book, ſo written, thatI can hardly make athift to uriderſtand it, from'thence, 
withour any further reaſoning how this could be-brought about, T' naturally muſt conclude- 
our Language is alrered; And if any man ſhould be ſo impertinenr, as to argue; thar could» 
not be; for Children ſpeak as their Nurſes and Parents ranght them, I could-hardly anſiver 
him in patience ; bur muſt tell him it is altered, withour'more ado. - .' The if 

If a Child were amufed with ſuch pretendedImpoſiibilities, I would tell him, that Stran-: 
gers' coniing among; us,\ and” our travelling:to parts /beyohdthe Seas, made us acquainted 


© _ 


with orher' Languages 3 and-Znglifhmen finding 1K other Tongues, fome werds-and 'phraſes;. | 
a 


which they''jui y more proper than any they had;; being alſo fond'of new words, there 
was an nl chant in every Ade; Arne Foe rata Apes, 'is8moredifcertiible.” 


. 


Juſt ſo, if Tfind oft of all the Fathers either delivering their Opinions clearly in this'mar< . 


tcr,' againſt the Dofrinevf rthe:Romne Church, orſeying things witerly: inconſiſtene-wirh itzd 
—_ I. am: 


| T4] 
1am ſyre there. bas-been/a change-made x 5hoag)t T could not ſhow; cicker checwhote progreſs 
of ie, or ſp wach-a5 @ probable jaccount; hew ir /eopld bedone. to ues) on og 

- If men were 23 Machines. or neceſſary Agevts, '« certain. account might he given of all the 
-Events in all Ages; bur there ara ſuch-ſtrange Labyrinchs in theminds of men, that. none 
can trace thetn by any rational eompuration-ef. what 1s likely. - ent tacgy nel nrely 

There 15 alfo tuch a diverfjry berween Men and Men, berween Ages and Ages, that he 
ſhould make very falſe accqunes, that from the tempers and diſpoficions of men-ia this Age, 
ſhould concludewhac. were: poſſible or impoſbble many years ago» OE gurr 

- Thi this Ape, in which, Printing-gires norice of all chivgs. ſo. cably. and. ſpeedily,, and by 
the laying of Stages for the quick and cheap conveying Pacquers,. and the: publiſhing Mercy 
ries, Gazets, and Zonrnats, and the education'of almolt all perfons ro-read and wrice Letters, 

the curioſity by which all peopleare. wherred to enquire into very. zhing;z the ſtate of 
Mankind is quite altered from wherie/was before, when few could read or write, but Clergy» 
men; fo thatthey muſt be the Noraries of allGourrs 3 who continue from that, to be called 
Clerks ro this _ and that ſome Crimes, otherwiſe capital, were not puniſhed with death, 
1t the guilty perion could but read. . ; o ; 

When people were ſ6 ignorant ;of; what was doing about them,, when neither Printing, 
nor Stages: for Pacquets, were 4n-being,: at leaſt in Europe, and when men. were faſt aſleep 
in-their Bufveſs, 'withour amuſing themſelves what was doing about them in the -world;z -it 
is the moſt unjuſt and unreaſonable: thing in. nature, to imagine, that ſach-things as are now 
neXt to impoſlible, were not then noronly poflible, but cafie. So thar all ſuch calculations 
of Impoſſtbilicies from the-ſtare and.remper of this Age, when applicd to the Ages before 
ours, is the moſt fallacious way of reckoning chatcan-be. .- _ | _ 

_ For-inſtance, How: improbable, or nexr to impoſkible, is this following ſary, Thar the 
Jibvgs of che Imperial Ciry of the Roman Empire, who firſt rue worth, ropether with 
e greatneſs of that City, which was'the Head and Metropolis of the Roman Empire, gor 
them much: eſteem and; rredit in-the world, ſhould. from 'fmall and low beginnings, have 
crepr upto ſuch aheight of power, that-rhey were looked on as rhe Head of all Power, borh 
Givy and Spiritual 3. and that as they overthrew: all- orher Ecclefiaſtical Juriſdition, rhe 
Biſhops of See-engrofling it to themſelves: ſo they were-Maſters of almoſt all rhe 
Growns of Europe, and: could change Governments, raiſe up, andafliſt new. prerenders,: call 
up, by the preachings of ſome poor beggarly Friars, vaſt Armies, without pay,, and ſend 
them whicher they pleaſed ; Thar they could draw in all the Treaſure and Riches of Earope 
to themſelves 3 thar they brought Princes 40 lic thus ac-cheir.feer, .to ſuffer all the Clergy, 
who had a greatintereſt-in their Dominians, -by che vaſt endowments of Churches and Ab+ 
beys, befide the power they had in-all Families and Conſciences,. to be the ſworn Subjects of 
= Biſhops, 'and to be exempred from appearing in Secvlar Courts, how criminal ſoever 
T were -: MC . : 
- Thar all rhis: ſhould be thus brought about without the expence. of any vaſt Treaſure, or 
the- prevailing force of a conquering. Army, meerly:by. a few. tricks, that! were artificially 
of the belief of Purgatory, the power of Abſolving, and granring Indulgences, 
and the. opinton/ of their being Sr,” Peter's Succeſlors, and. Chriſt's Viears 'on earth. And 
that allchis while when on theſe falſe colours of Impoſtures in Religion, thoſe. deſigns were 
carried-on, the: Popes were men of the moſt lewd and flagitious lives poffible ; and thoſe 
who ſerved-them in their deſigns, were: become the ſcandal and ſcornof Chriſtendom 5 and 
yer-in all theſe Attemprs, they prevailed for above ſeven or eight A : SS 
Now if any; nian will, go abqut-4o prove this impoſſible, and thax. Princes were always 
xalous of their Authority and their Lives, People always loved. their. Money: and-Quier, 
Biſhops always loved their Juriſdiction, ' and all Men when: they ſee Defigns carried on with 
<olours of Relig! o” men, who 1: the moſt publick and;nororious inftances, ſhew the 
have none at al, do ſulpe&a Cheat, and are not to be wheedled, Thereforcall this 
be- bur 2. Fable and a Fergerys to make the Popes and their. Clergy odious. ' Will nor all 
| men 


[47] 
men laugh arſuch a perſon, that againſt the faith of all Hiſtory, and the authority of all Re- 
des; wil deny'a ener Beg over al! Ewope for many Ages ? ? 

. If then alj this change in a. matrer thar was Temporal, againſt which the Secular Intereſts 
of all men did oppoſethemſelyes, was yer ſucceſsful, and prevailed; how can any man think 
it unreaſonable; thara ſpetularive be wag 7 have been brought inro the Church, byſuch 
arts, and-fo-many degrees, thar the traces of the change ſhouldbe loſt ? 

We find there have been many other changes in Sacred Things, which will ſeem no lefs 
firange and incredible; bur that'we are affured wharfoever really has been, maybe: and if 
things full as undccountable have been breaghr aour, Ir'is abſurd to deny, that other things 

Ir is known, that'all people are more uneafie ro changes in things that are viſible, and 
known to every body; 'thatrin things thar'are ſpeculative, and abſtracted, and known and 
conſidered bur'by # few: they are likewife more unwilling to part with things they arcin 
polſcſfion of, and reckon their Rights, than to ſuffer, new Opinions to be brought jn among 
them 3 and ler their Reſjgion fi bo Sammyare _ For it isundoubted that ir 1s much more: 
cafe ro imagine how a few Optnion thould be jnrrodaced, than how an ancient PraQice and: 
Right ſhould 'be taken away.” If 'then' it be apparenr, "that there have been grear changes 
| made in the moſt viſible and ſenſible parts of Retigious Worſhip, by taking away ſome of 
the moſt ancient Cuſtoms and Righrs of the peoples, over the whole Weſtern Church, then 
Fr cannot be thoughr incredible, thar a new ſpeculative Opinion might have by degrees been 

in. This I ſhall inftance in a few particulars, | 
* The receiving the Chalice in rhe Sacrament, was an ancient conftant cuſtom,. to: which. 
all rhe people Had*been long ufed; and one may very reaſonably on this. Hyatbefs, argue, 
ther could nor'be; for woukl the people, (eſpecially in dark-Ages, have ſuffer 
the Blood of Chrift to be taken' from chem, if rhey had notrknown tharic had been caken. 

Upon whichir'Feafte to conceive how many {peculacive Im ſfities an ingenſous'man 
may deviſe 3 attd 7 we know they were bard & waonrIS by pc ; firft, he Bread was 
given diprin-rhe' Cup, for'an Age or 'two', and then the people judged chiey had both roge- 
ther : 'This ſtep being made, ir was eafie afterwards to give them the Bread undipr, and ſo 
rhe- Chatice- was/ taker away quite” from the 'Laity, without any great oppoſition, excePpr 
what was made in Boherna. EY TTL © oe | 

Next: to'rhis, ler-vs eonfider how tmaturallyall-menare'ape tobe fond tf their Children, 
andinor to ſafer any thing to be denied them, by which, they' conceive. they are'advanta- 

d: Uporr which one may reckon;: once we arc ſure it was cheuniverfall -recaved cuftum, 

many Apes, over the whole Latine Church,'rhar 'all”Children had the - ; 

Eucharift given them gr omer after rhey were 'baprized.” Avud the Au» © Ord, Rom. in- 
brick of the Reman Miſſal ordered, they ſhould nor be ſuffered to ſuck afrer. Paſcha. 
they. were | baprized, before: they Had the! Euchariſt given then; *excepr mn © 

in caſes of neceſfiry. This Order is beljeved tobe a work of the clevench Century 3: {6lare!y 
wasthisthonght neceſſary in the Roman Church: ooo oo DOE 
- AF-men know hew carefitl moſt Parents; even ſach'as have not much Religion therr«- 
felves, are, that nothing'be me, ec we their Chitdrew; and ic was rhoughrt ſimply ne- 
ceſlary to ſalvation; thar-all-perfons had the Euchariſt. How many en di 
may one ijmepine ey gy obſtruſted rhe changing this Cuftom ? One would expe& ro 
hear of Rows: = and ſtirs, andan univerſal canſpiracy of aft men ro ſave _'r Right of cheir 
Children? Yer Huge os Santfo Hiftore tells us, how-tt was Weary out in his rime;. and we 
find not the leaſt oppoſition madero the taking iraways. oo 

A-thirqrhing; ro whighr it is-nor cafte- ro apprehend, how the Vulgar ſhould: have con- 
ſenred; was, rhe: denying: thera 'that righr of Nature and' Nations, tchar;every body ſhould. 
worſhip God in'a-kttowy Tongne. In this! Iſland,” the Saxony lad 'the Liturgy 1m. cheir 
Vulgar Tongue 5: and fo-it was-alfo oyct all the world:' And.from chis might nor +4 
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juſtly reckon. up mapy high improbabilicis,. to. demonſtrare, che, ſexring up rhe. Wor- 


ſhip it "at unknown Tobgut, could, never be brought abqur, .and yer ,we. knovy;ir; wits 
done, . $4 D 5 f of | Bf | net1 ily ez _—_ 7 


way conſiderable 3. and: yer, though: we 
mults 

remet i& 9 
hands. - - bt ts oo ne 2 T6330 au ti; oe « F7y 
* And riow I leave it to, every Reader's Conſrience, if he is nor -perſwaded by all the 


conjegures he can make of Mankind, that it is more hard to conceive, how theſe things, 


that have been pamed, of which che- people had clear palleſſion, were ſiruck our, than thar 
a ſpeculative Opinioh, 'how abſurd ſocyer, was brought in,. eſpecially in ſuch Ages as theſe 
were, inwhich it. was dotie.., ....  .-.. -.- Sik) | ; 
This leads me to rhe next thing, , which is, to make ſome Reflefions on thofe Apes, in 
which this Doarine crept into the Church. As long as the miraculous effuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt continued in the Church, the ſimplicity of thoſe that preached the Goſpel, was no 
ſmall confirmation of that authority thar accompanied them 3 ſo chat ir was more for-rhe 
honour of the Goſpel, that there were no grear.Scholars or Diſputants to promote it: Bug 
when that, ceaſed, it was necelary the Chriſtian Religion ſhould be advanced by fuch ratio- 
hal means 45 are ſuitable co the Soul of man : If it had begun only upon ſuch a founda- 
tion, men would nor have givenir 6 hearing j but rhe Miracles which were at firſt wrought, 
having ſufficienely alarm'd the world,. ſo that by them men were. inclined to hearken tor : 
Then it was to be tried by thoſe Rules of Truth and Goodneſs, which lie engraven on all 


amens Souls. And therefore it was neceflary, thoſe who defended ir, : ſhould borh under- 


Nand'it'well, and likewiſe know all the . ſecrers of Heathenilm, ani of, che Greek Philo- 
_ A knowledge in theſe being thus neceſſary, God raiſed up. among the. Philoſophers divers 
great nn ſuch..as Juſtin, Clement, Origen, and may .ochers, whole minds being cn- 
lightned with che knowledge of. the Goſpel, as well as endued with all other humane Learn- | 
ing, they were t ſupports co the. Chriſtian: Religion. Afrerwards many Herefies being. 
Ce hour xe Myſteries of che Faich, chictly thoſe that relace to the Son of God, an 
His Incarnation, upon which followed long conteſts : for mangging tele, afull underſtand- 
ing of Scripture .was alſo necefiary; and rhat; fer all perſons mightily to-the ſtudy of the 
Bur it is tot to be denied, great corruptions did quickly break-in, when the Perſc- 
cutions were over z ..and the Church abounded in peace and plenty; not bur that the 
..._ _Dodrine was preſerved pure long after that: There were alſo many ſhi- 
Greg. Nazian.” ning Lights , and grear Fathers, in that and in the following ez. yer 
Orat. 1. Apol. from the Fathers of rheſe two ASS, and from the great diſorders were 
0 20. Orat. , in ſome of. their Councils, as in Caſe of | Athanaſius , and the ſecond 
rijeft. 1. 2. Epheſin Council, we may clearly ſee how much they were. degenerating from 
& ſacr, c, 10. the primitive purity. , ,.. he and tare dis MEL Bene: 
Many Conteſts were about rhe precedency of. their. Sees, great Ambi- 
rion and Contention appeared in their Synods, which made. NazMtzen hate and ſhun them, 
expeting no good from them. Theſe and ſuch like anon very heavy. Judgments 
and Plagues on rhe Church, and the whole Roman Empire, in the fifth Century : For vaſt 
ns warms 
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and by a:longiſucceſſionof new Invaders all was facke and ruined. . 


ſwarms of Armies outof Germany'and the Northern Nations brake, in-upon the Weftern Empire, . 
"The Gaths were. followed by. the Vandals, the Alains, the 'Gepides, the Franki, the | 


Sweves, the Hans , and, jnche-Fngb the Lombards., Thoſe Nations were for che greateſt 
part Arrians, bur all were barbarous and rude ; and gheir hatred of the Faith, joyned ro 

ricy of their tempers, ſet. them with a ſtrange fury on deſtroying the moſt Sacred 
things. And-rothat we owe the loſs of moſt of: the Primitive Writings, and of all the Au- 
thenrical Records of the firſt Perſecurions 3, ſcarce any thing remaining, but what Zuſebrss 
had before gathered together out. of a former deftruion was made of Tuch things under 


Diccleſran. ; ; : . « X l 
Emyire _ ſurvive the Weſtern, that fel! before theſe 
on 


"Nor did the Glory of the Eaftern 
Invaders: But in Ewope, by the Impr the Bulgarsz and in Aſia, by the Conqueſts 


made, firſt by the Saracens, then by the Turks, their Greatneſs was ſoon broken z though ir, 


laſted longer under that epprefled condition, than the other had done. 

Thus was both the Greek and the Latin Church brought under ſad oppreflion and much 
miſery. And every body knows, that the natural &fie& that ſtare of life brings over the 
gremest minds, when there is no hope of getting from under it, is to take them off from 

udy and learning; and indeed to ſubdue their Spirits as well as their Bodies, And fo it 
proved, for after that, an ignorance and dulnefs did to that degree overſpread all Erope, char 
It is ſcarce to be expreſſed. I do not deny, but there might be ſome few Inſtances of con- 
fiderable Men, giving an allowance for the time they lived in. ; > 

For the Laity, they were bred up to think of nothing bur to haridle their Arms, very 
few could ſo much as'read; and the Clergy were not much betrer ; read they could, 
bur in many that wasall ; a corrupt Latin they underſtood, which continued to be - the Vul- 
gar Tongue in Taly a great while after: They had heard of Greek and Hebrew, bur under- 

ood themas little as we do the 'Mexican or Perwuian Tongue. | 

They had ſcarce any knowledge of the Greel Fachers 3 afew very ill Tranſlations of ſome 
of them was all they had. + The Latin Fathers were read by ſome of the more learned, bur 
for any diſtin underſtanding_of Scriptures, or the natures of things, God knows they 
had it not. I deſign-a ſhort Diſcourſe, and therefore ſhall nor -p- ro make this our, 
which every body that has but looked a little on the Writings of theſe Ages, knows to 


true. | | 

Another. Effc& of their Ignorance was, that they were eaſily impoſed on by ſuppoſ.- 
ticious Writings, that went under the Names of the Fathers, but were none of theirs. 
Gelaſis threw out a great many that were breaking out in his time ; bur the Trade was 
proſperous, and went on to that height, that it coft rhe Criticks of theſe two laſt Ages 
much pains to diſtinguiſh true from forged, and rhe grown from what was interpolated. 
And indeed the Popes were much beholden 70 © rgery of the Decreral Epiltles, in 
which Work a great many Epiſtles were publtſhed'by Iſidore in the Eighth Century, as the 
Epiſtles of the Popes ef the firſt four Cencuries after Chriſt : By which they were repre- 
ſented as giving orders, and making definitions over the whole Church in a full form, and 
with the ſtile of an abſolute Authority. | 

Theſe were reje&ed by many, bur mightily ſupported by all the Flatrerers of the Court 
of Rome : So that they were A _ after ſome conteſt, generally received, and held 
Preſidents to the ſucceeding Popes, who wrote. very skilfully after that Copy. Many. other 
Forgeries were alſo much cheriſhed, which I ſhall inſtance only in one 'orker particular, 
that relates to what is now in my eye. - - x | 

A Sermon of Arnold. of Bonneval (which is now proved clearly to be his) was publiſhed 
in St. Cyprian's Works as his Sermon of the Supper of our Lord, though this Arno!d lived abeur 
nine hundret years after him. Now. ſuch a Sermon being generally read as St. Cyprian's, no 
wonder it gave that Doarine of Tranſubſtantiation great credit. 
Theſe Wrirings are new diſcovered to be ſuch ——_" char all conſidering Men of their 

| OW 
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Sertnon De Czna Domini, rhiough iris agreed toby 9:2 \Benenſtr, Poſſevin, Bellarihin, Ray- 
nad, and Labbe, to be none of his; and the Publiſhers of the'Office'df the Sietamietr, in 
the Table 3t the end of fr, acktiowiedge it was written 'by Gf "Bonilkoal, a Ic} + 
Sr. Bernasd”s. , After, rheſe, a rities it is indeed ſtrange, that ſuch (ophifficafed "if 
thoatd be over aod over apatn offcted to us. And ft Was no wonder,” ach for effes' were 
generally received, when' thar Chorch gave them ſach Aurhority, as to-rthe*tmany Teffons 
our 'of the moſt ſpurious Legends znd pit HRS BRIE 7 
. Of all theſe. dark Apes, the tenth was certiigly'the myjdoight of the Chureh+ We have 
ſcarce any Writer for that whole Age, ſothatir is penctally called rheTron'Age, an'Age of 
Darkne6 and , Wickednehs 3 and therefore a very 'fir time for Superſtition and Erronr to 
work in. And thence we may well infer,” thar in' Ages thar were 1o exceeding ignorant, 
red and effabliſ ſcarce thought of Religion, ic was to hird thing roger'any Erronr: recei- 
© Burthis is or all, Theſe were alſo Ages of great fioentioufneſs and Wiforder 3' for though 
the barbarous Nations. were afterwards contiverred to tke Orthodox Faith, (though by he 
' way it were eafje to ſhew theſe Conyerſicns had nothing Thke the firſt Converſion of the 
World to Chriſtianity in chem) yer rheir Barbarity remained wich rhem, and the Church- 
men became ſo corra2tand vicious, that they. could not have @ face to- reprove” them for 
thoſe Vices of which chen:ſelves were fcandalouſly guilry. PS 
_-From the Sixch Cenrury downward _ face 'of Men have the Popes been? chiefly in 
the Ninth and TO CHO: And'in ary Religion thar remained in the World had 
i retired into _Cloyfters | | | H 
were Seminaries of ſome Deyorion, while they were poor'atid bufied at 'work, accd:ding 
eo their firſt foundation 3 but when they were well endgwed, and became rich, they grew 
23 ſcandal ro. all Chriſtendom, All the primitive Diſcipline was laid down, Children were 


fat, that cannot be ſo much-as gaioned, nor ſhould 1,-if pur to prove 
than in Barents ; who, for all his defion to 


are ſo openly and mertiey rue, . ; 1 | 
nels and Corruption of rheſe Ages, I prefume to offer ſome things to 


Church, and rhe. belief of every ching eſtabliſhed, was made a very ſubſtantial parr. of - 


Religion, or rather chat alone which might « all other defcas. _ , 
Seeondly, Ignorance eng? inclines people” to Superſtition, to 'be. fon wrought on, 
and -cafily atqufed, ro be. full of fears, eahie to ſubmir to oy Ry ot may any way 
overcome ' theſe fears. A right ſenſe of God and Divine Marrers,” taikes one have fuch a 
"taſte of Religion, thar he is nor ar all ſubje& to this djſtemper; . or rather Monſter, bepotren 
by che unnatural comimixture of ſome Feat of 'God and Love of Sin," borh beiyg difordered 
'by mach jgnoratce ; hence Ow OY he TO Rites of Hearheriin, and all 
people ſo rempered are fir for the ike huntour to' woth upon. . ES 
Thitdly, The Intereſts of Charchmen, led thenr ro tidy the; ſerting this Opi- 


: 


non 
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"awoſtfacrel ſorcof a Creanife; "All the” wonders of the Prophers and Apoſtles were but 
Bene rnb kr i bend Miſes calfivio- | me ed Ca 


Apaſtles raiſing he dead, giving fight to che blind, and feer:ro the lame ? To the annihi- 
lacing ehgre Zane Bread and Wine, and hringeny in theirſtead, nor ſome other com- 
mot mater, buc'theFleſhand Blodd' of the Ever-Bleſſed Jeſus. He who could do this, 
no wonder he were-reverenced, enriched; ſceure from all danger, exempr from all Civil 

 Jariſdi&fon,” and cherifhed' with we pe reſpettand kindneſs. So thar it isno ſtrange 
thing, __ COT were'much inclined to favour an Opinjon, thar favoured their: In:- 
tereſts ſo much, , | 

Fourthly, The Churchmen of rheſe Ages were very likely to be cafily*drawn to anything, 
which might ſo much adyance their deſigns; rhat were grown very high, eſpecially frotn 
the days of Pope Gregory the Great. They were og with the Civil Powers for domt- 
nion, and purſued that for mary years,>and ſpared neicher labour nor the lives of Mento 
artain ir. And te is notto be thought, but Men who did rene throw away many thoy- 
fandsin a quarrel, would wihour very nice difpuring, cheriſh any opinion that might con- 
rribute roward' thar tid. And as this was of . a aſe to them, & hepyiry muchneeded 
both ir, and all fuch like ſhifts; for they had none of thar- ſublime Santiry, nor high 
Learning, or lofty DR which former Churchmen had, and by which rhey had acqui- 
red great efteem in the Work es * | 

Now the Churchmen in theſe days, having a great mind to preferve or rather toencreaſc 
that-eſteem 3 but! wanting thoſe, qualities which on a reafonable account- might have ac- 
quired ir, or preſerved it, muſt needs think of ſomewhar elſe ro do ir by ; and fo found 
our many Arrs for jt, ſach 2s the Belief of Purgatory, the Prieftly Abſolution npon Con- 
feſlion, rogether with the reſerved Caſes, Indulgences, and the Pope's Power of taking 
Souk onr of Purgatory. And if it be nor full as unreaſonable, ro'think the Pope ſhould be 
believed vefted with a r of e_ Sin, and redeeming - from Purgarory, as that 
Tranſfubſtantjation ſhould have been reccived, ler airy Man judge. 

Fifthly, There was ſuch a yaſt number of Agenrs and Emiffaries ſent fron Rome, to all 
the Parts of Exope, to carry on their deſigns, rhar we can hardly think it poffible any 
thing con}d have withſtood them. In ſuch Ages, by giving ſome terrible name ro any thing, 
ir was preſently difgraced with the Vulgar; a clear-inſtance of this was the Fate of rhe 
Mor | þ oorig | | 


' Cler ye ” 1 

Gregory the Seventh, whoas Cardinal Benno (who knew him) repreſents him, was one of 
the worſt Men that ever 'was born, and firſt ſer on foor the Pope's Pretenſtons to the Civil 
Authority, and the Power of depofmg Princes, and putring others in their places. did 

e the Matried Clergy with great vehemency. This he could hor do on any pious 
or chaſte account, being ſo vile a Men as he was : But being reſolved to bring all Princes 
ro defend” 'on him, there was no wayſo like to attain that, as to have all the Clergy abfo- 
lutely-ſubje& ro him : This conldnor be dfor, while they were married, and that rhe 
Princes and ſeveral States of Erope had theh a pawn of their fidelity, as their Wives 
and Children; therefore becaufe the Lg: -of the Clergy were accounted facred, and 


liable ro wo pleihatent, that here might b> nothing ſo-nearly- related to them, whereiti 
give 


punifhed, as their Wives and Children, he drave this furiouſly on 3 and, to 
7e ahem fome ill-favoured' Name, called-them Nicolaitans, which are repreſented 'in che 
Roevelattonſo vile and odions. ' * | OT Eres 

This was the-moſt uruftthingin the World : They might have called them Phariſees or 
Saddneees 'as-well, for all the ancient Wrirers tell'us, thar Nicolas having a beautiful Wife 
was jealous, and the Apoffles cntkngg him of ic, he ſaid , he was fo far from tr, 
that he was-willirig:ro make hercommon, end thence ſome-ſet tp the community of Wives, 
and-werefrom' him calked the Wic#/aitans. A _ 6714 ; Gs 
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. - Bur. becauſe Women arÞ@arriage. were in the caſe, andir; wasa-hateful word, this was 
the Namgby, which, the married Clergy were everywhere made;ſo odious 3 and, though ir 
Wn uch che Intereſt of Princesto; have had the Marriage of the Clergy ro-be-lefr free, yer 

"Xu PAs were. too hard. for, chem in ic. Thus were the Agents: of -Rome-able to; prevail.jn 
every ching they ſer then ſelves to. - So the Oppoſers of this Doarine were: called by the 
hareful names of Stercoranifts and Panites. Ry FÞ bees ; PHE © 

 Sixthly, When ail Religion was placed'in Externals, and ſplendid -Rites and Ceremo- 
nies came to. be generally looked on as the whole butineſs of Religion, peoples minds were 
by thar nuwch diſpoſed to: receive: any thing, that might introduce exrercal pomp and gran- 
deur. into cheir Churches ; being willing ro mare up 18 an outward appearance of 'worſhip- 
ping the Perſcn of Chriſt, whar was wanting in their obedience to his Goſpel. - 

And now I appeal to.any honeft Man,if upon the ſuppoſitions I have laid down,it-be ar all 
an unaccountab'e thing, rhart.a great company of ignorant and debauched Clergymen, ſhould 
fer themſelves .to,cheriſh and advance a belief, which would redeem them from all the In- 
famy their other Vices were ready to bring-upon. them ; and they reſalving'on-1t,. if ic was 
hard for them, eſpecially in a courſe sf tome Apes; to' get an ignorant, credulous, ſuperſti- 
tious, and corrupt multitude, ro receive it without much noife'or ado... - oe - 

/ I believe no man will deny, bur upon theſe ſuppoſitions the thing was very like to ſucceed, 

Now thar all rheſe ſuppoficions are true (to wit) that both Clergy and Laity in thoſe Ages, 
chietly in the Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh Centuries, were. ignorant, and vicjous to the 
height; isa chivg ſo generally known, and ſo univerſally confeſſed by all their own Hiſtorians, 
that I hardly chink any man will have brow enough to deny ir. ' | 

oe there + many other things, which will alſo ſhew how poſſible, nay feaſible; ſuch a 
Cc Ee may - - 77 *e : ” "I 8 * . 

Firſt, This having never been condemned by a formal Deciſion in any-former Age, it 
was more caſie ro get it brought in; for no Council or Facher could condemy or write againſt 
any Errour, but that which was maintained or aberted by ſome man, or company of men, 
in or before their cime, Since then this had not been [Sd in the former Apes, the 
- promorers of it had this advantage, that no former Deciſion had: been made againit them ; 

for none cver,thoughr of condemning any Hereſfie before it had a being, BY 
| y, This Errour did in the outward found agree with-the words of the Inſtiturion, 
and the forms uſed in the former Liturgies, in which the Elements were, ſaid t9 be changed 
into the true and undefiled Body of Chriſt, A Do&rine ther thar ſeemed to eſtabliſh nothing 
contrary to the ancicnt Lirurgies, might eaſily have been received, in an Age, in which the 
outward ſound and appearance was all:they looked to. TR Sha, 

. Thirdly, The*paſlage from che believing any thing in general, with an indiſtin& and con- 
fuſed apprehenſion, to any particular way of explaining it, is not art all hard to be-concei- 
ved, eſpecially in an Age, thar likes every thing che better, che more myſterions ir ſeem. 
In the preceding Agces,.1t was in general received, that Chriſt was in-the, Sacrament, and 
that by . the Conſeeration the Elements were changed into his Body and: Blood, And al- 
though many of the Fathers did very formally explain in what ſenſe Chriſt was preſent, and 
the Elements were changed ; yet there having been no occaſion given to the Church, to 
make any formal deciſion about the manner & it, every one thought he 'was left at liberty 
to explain jt as. he pleaſed. And we may very reaſonably ſuppoſe, thar many did nor ex- 
plain it at all, eſpecially-in theſe Ages, in which there was ſcarce any preaching or inftructing 
- the people By this means the people did believe Chriſt was in the Sacrament, and ghar the 
Elements were changed into his Body and Blood, without troubling themſelves ro eXamine 
how ig was, whether ſpiritually or corporally. © Things being brought to this, in theſe Ages, 
by the catelcſneſs of the- Clergy, the people were by that, ſufficiently diſpoſed to believe 
any particular manner of that preſence, or change, their Paſtors might offer to them. 

Fourthly, There being no viſible change made in any part of rhe Worſhip, when this 
Dodrine was firſt brought in, it was eafie to innovate, in theſe Ages, in which -people looked 
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-only ar-rchings that were viſible and ſenſible : Had they brought inthe Adoration; Proceſfions, 
op ocher-conſequences of this Dodritie along with it, jtwaslike to laye mide more noiſe; 
for people are-apr'to'be ſtartled when they ſee any nor*ble change' in their Worſhip: Bur'chis 
belief was firftinfuſed/in the people, and" Berengarives wit condemned. The Coinctl of Lateran 
had alſo made the Decree about-it; before eycr there 'Were any of rhoſe ſignalZalterarions 


A 14 45. eG | 
- Andafter that was done, then -did Honorizs decree the adoration 3/ (Greg. Decret. hb. 3. 
tit. 42+ caps 16.) - and: Urbar the fourth, upon ſome pretettded Vifions of Eve, - Fultan, and 
Jſabella, did appoint:the Feaſt of the Body of Chriſt, called now generally, The Feaſt of 
God, or Corps Chriſti Feaſt , which: was confirmed 4; e Clement the fiſth, Clib.3.tit:16._) 
ig the Council of: Views and everſirce char time'they Rave been endeavonring by all the 
(devices poſlible,to encreaſe the devotion of the peopleto rhe Hoſt.” ' 08-12 
So that Mr. Arnaud in many places acknowledges rhey are moſt grefs Idolaters if their Do- 

&rine be notrrue 3. which I defire may be well-confidered, fince it is the opinion of one of 
the moſt, conſidering and wiſeſt, and moſt learned perſons of chat Communion, who has his 
-whole life ſer his choughrs chiefly to the c of chis'Sacrament, and knows/as well as 
-any man alive, what 15 the real ſenſe of the Worſhippers in that Church. Un 

* Bur to return to'that-I am-abour, it is very wnreabin 

dark Ages,: did concernthemſelves inthe ſpeculative opinions were among Divines, ſothar 
.the vulgar could nor bufie themſelves about tt, but when this'Opinion was decreed; and ge- 
erally received. and infuſed in the Laity, for almoſt one age togerher, then we need not 
-wohder to ſee notable alterations foilowing upon ir, in their worſhip, without any oppoſi- 
-tion'or conteſt ;' for it was very reaſonable ſuch Conſequences ſhould have followed ſuch a 
"IC pls Io 76517 3031 Vii; VILE: 7 4 $644 S #116, 1 

-.. But-thar before thar time there-was no'adoration of the Elements, is a thing fo clear, that 
it is impuderice to deny-ir; there was no profſtrarion of the' body,” or kneeling ro be made, 
either on Lords days, or all the rime between Faſter and Pentecoff,, by the twentieth Canon 
of the Council of Nice. bes Oe EK | Let. F304 IN 

None of the ancient Liturgies do ſo much as-mention it ; but the contrary is plainly in- 

finuated by S. Cyril of Feruſalem. None of that great number of Writers about Divine Offices, 
-thar lived in ;the ſeventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth Centuries, publiſhed by Hitrorprus, fo 


much as mention it : Though they be-very particifar in giving us an-account of the moſt jn- - 


.confiderable parrs of rhe Divine Offices, and ofall the circumſtances of them. 'Homrizs when 
-he-firſt decreed ir, does nor alledge preſidents for it; but commands the Prieſts t9 re# the 
people to doit whereas, if it had been appoinred' before; he muſt rather have commanded 
the Priefts to have told the people of rhe ſacrilegious contempt of the Body of Chrift, notwith- 
» landing the former Laws and PraFice of the Church : Burt it is apparent his way of enjoyning 
4t, 1s inthe ſtyle of one that commands a new thing, and not thar ſers on the execution'of 
what was formerly uſed : Yet this was more warily appointed by Honrizs,who enjoyned only 
an inclination of the Head to the Sacrament z bur it was ſetup bare-faced by F1s Succeſſor Gregory 
the ninth, . who appointed (as the Hiſtorians tell us, (Naucler. ad an. 1240. Krartz. ſex. lib,8. 
* C4Þ- 10-_) though it be not among his Decrerals) A Bell tobe rung, to give notice at the crnſe- 
cration and elevation, that all who heard it, might kneel, and join their hands in adoring the Hoſt. 
So that any pen of the Fathers that ſpeak of Adoration or Veneration to the Sacrament, 
muſt either be underſtood of the inward Adoration the Communicant offers up to God the 
Father, and his,þlefſed Son, in the commemoration of fo great a myſtery of Love, as ap- 
peared in his death, then repreſented and remembred. Or theſe words are to be raken in 
a large ſenſe, and fo we find, they uſually called rhe Goſpels, their Biſhops, Baptiſm, rhe 
Paſcha, and almoſt all other ſacred things, venerable. _ 

- , - And thus from many particulars it is apparent, that the bringingin the Do&rine of Tran- 
ſubſtanriation is no unaccountable thing. 

; . Bur I ſhall purſue this yer further, for the Reader's full ſatisfaion, and ſhew rhe ſteps 
by which this Dodrine was introduced. we 
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the Church withour paryciparing; {9 Apoſt« Can, and 9 Can, Antioch..): they were 'vorbede- 
' pargted from che'Communion of che Church, as the Authors of -diforderin it... - 24 
- Upon this Subje&t the Farhers employed all rhaxr Eloquence 3. and; no. wonder, if we cot 
ſider, that iz. is ſucha commemoration of the death of Chriſt as does. really communicate two 
the worthy Receiver his-crucified Body, ani his Blood'thar was ſhed,. (Nark, :not his glori- 
Bod Book as ir s now in Regen) which is = Fountain and ag re en A on my =_ 
ngs,. but is only given to ſuch, as: being. Pr ared according, to the Rutes: | 
_ believe al Ge myſteries of Fairhe = live ſuitably ro their Belief, both the 6 2-tep 
_—_ worthy receiving, -ahd the dangerof unworthy receiving being fo: groat, 2t was neceſla- 
for them to'make uſepf all the faculties they had.eivher for;awakeniug reverence aud fear, 


that the contemptible Elements of Bread and Wine, might nor bring a cheapacſs: and. dib- 
eftecm upon theſe holy Myſteries, or for perſwading their Communicamts: ro: all-ſeviousana 
duc preparation, n-ſo great afi occaſion. OFT INES 19 | 
| aoong they lowed, it were no ſtrange thing, though in their Sermons, or ocherde- 

yout Treatiſes, they ſhould ryn out to. Meditations that need to. be .mollified with 'thar-al- 
lowance that muſt be-given to all Panrgyicks or Perfaſves,: where many things are:always 
faid, that if right underſtood, have nothing in.them to ſtartle any body ; bur if everyphraſe 
be examined,Grammatically, there would bemany things found 1n,all fuch Diſcourſes, that 
would look very hideouſly., -Is.it not ordipary in all the Feſtivities of the Church, - a4 3, fu 
flin_ obſerved on this very occafion, to fay, This Sy Guriſ was born, or died, or-roſe 2gain- 
- in? aydyert that muſt not be taken literally. Beſide, when we hear or. read anyexpr 
that ſound high or big, we are tg conſider the. ordinary ftile of him char. uſes theſe cxpreſſt- 
ons; for if upon all other occafions he be apr to riſe high.in his . Figures, we may. the-lefs 
wonder ar foine exceſles of his Stile, If then ſuch-an Oratar as. S. Chryſoftome-wwas, who: ex- 
patiates on all ſubjeds, in all.the delighting varieties of a-fertile Phancy, ſhould on © grear 
a SubjeR, . diſplay all the beauties of. that raviſhing: Arr in which he. was ſo. great.a Maſter, 
what wonder1s it ? Therefore-great allowances muſt.be made inſuch a cafe. 

Further, we muſt alſo conſider the rempers of choſe xo-whom any Diſcourſe is addrefied. 

+ Many ings muſt be ſaid in another manner tos work on Novices, or weak perſons, than were 
+ fit or-necd{ul far men of riperand ſtronger underſiandings. He would take yery iltmeafures, 
that would judge of the future ftace,. by theſe Diſcourſes.in-which the ſenſe of thar-isantuſed. 
in.younger or weaker CAPagiOess therefore _ tn ſome: Carechiſms that were calculared 
for the underſtandings o Childrenand Novices, ſuchasS. CyriP's, wt 1 
ſions uſed, irs noſtrange thing; for naturally all men on ſuchoccaſions, uſe the higheſtand 
bigþeſt words they can invent. | | ive 40 | 
But we ought alſo to conſider, what perſons haye chiefly in: their eye, when they: ſpeak - 
| - : {© 
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___ candid interpret 
- *e we no ay Jets tit That if the Sicramerirthey tid rruly' andrea! 

communicate ON by hey and BILE pie bog which we alſo receive and Les And n 
arany other Treatiſes,- when iey'4 arc 4 older blood, examining things, they uſe ſuch: ex- 
Be and,expoſtyonsef this, as £0 was fivout the belief of Trapfubſtantiacion; of which 
Wwe have givenſome account in afafiner Paper. Bur though thar were.narfoformally done, 
andxheir Writings were full of paſſages that. necded great allowances, it were no more than 
*yhat- the-Fachers chat wrote © app the Arrans, confebs-rhe Farhers before: the Council of 
1 I Afi wr with” 1 much vehemence, did'runto 


| ag againſt Neftarivg, were theught to fa- 
wy Ro ers, writin p againſt the Entychians, did 
Fifth General Ctancil. 


, That the Council of Conſtantinople, in the com> 
Tmages, jr nom there-was no other image of Chtiſt to be received, 'but the 
Blefled acrament 3 'in which, the ſubſtance of Bread and Wine was the Imiageof the Body a and Blood 
ef Cbrift;, -mglking n dferenes berween that which: is Chriſts Body by nature, and the Sacra- 
ments which is his Body by. Ion, 
 omitaewhe ns xa SHETE. may be pretended of the violence A the my 
Ov ing 11'1n rhe mwaxter of condemning Im er' there havin 
been-no Comeſt at ail about the Sacrament, we cannot in ns a6 al they would hive 
brought it into rhe diſpute, if they had not. known theſe two things were the received Do- 
Qrine of the Ghurch + The one, -that in the Sacrament, the ſubſtance of Bread and Wine did 
rerfiain'z rhe other, - that the Sacrament was the Image or Figure of Chriſt; and from thence 
they acknowleilged, all Images were not to be rejected, bur denied any other Images be- 
ſides rhar in the Saerament, 
|Now-rhe! ſecond Council of Nice, being reſolved to quarrel with them as much a5 was poſ- 
Sl, do iot at all condemn chem for rhar which js the chief teſtimony for us'(ro wit) Thar 
the' Sacrament was-ſtill tbe ſubſtance of Bread and Wine 3 and” Damaſcene, che zealous Defen- 
der of Images, clearly: infiquares his believing the ſubſtance of Bread and Wine remained, 
and'did nouriſhour-Boyics. ' Let-it be therefore conſidered, that when that Conncil of Nice 
was in alb rhe bifrernefs. elle ac canvaſſing every word of the. Copncil of Conftantinople, 
they never once blame HON "—_ The ſubſtance of Bread and Wine was inthe Saciament. 
Tr:4$trne,:ithoy conde | Bi rhe Seraenr was che Image of Chriſt, denyin 
' that anyof the Fathers I Et; it ſo; alledging that the 8 mBoles were called-Antirpes- 
the Fathers, enly leforethe tonſecr ation, -and hot. of in Thich they followed Damaſcene, {De 
Fid.erth. lib, q. cap. 14+) wh had fallen in:the fare Errout ag hem, - Bur this 15 ſo 
manifeſt 2 miſtake in-mercer of fa, thacir, pr a.jk 


ratice,” or efirocited Mpudence, 41n0c un ab eenr 7 Fechers ar wertbefore the-Sx- 

13 called the Fagure wnd datityp cls andat thefamerime, that Damiuſeene, 

who-was then looked 10n,a5 the great. es cid, Sypdetir WE calfing the Sacra- 

ment; the Figure S£ Oyift's:Body: -- T, | , {-Bed. in Ri of + Higy thy 

was looked on as the 7 qr. of tbe Wal, d gccordir Sed of thic Primitive 
A rn en *s Body. © 
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£0 15 EXpea yo a bexter, Pen 3_only in this uft 
rake norice, that the Council of Conſtantinople Ul Hot Itinovate ally 
ng iq the Dagrineabour the Sacrament, and did uſe it as at Argumenr'in the other Cors | 
troverlie concerning Images, without Joy defign at all ab6ur rhe Euchariſt.- But onthe 6+ 
ther hand, the ſecond Council of Nice-did innovate and rejeR a form of ſpeech; which had 
been univerſally received in the Church, before their time ; and being engaged: with all pc 
ſible ſpight againſt che Council of Conſtantinople, refolved to contraditt every thing they had 
faid, as much as could be: So that in this we. ought to look on the Council of Conſtantinople, 
as delivering what was truly. the Tradition of the Church, and on the fecond Council of 
Nice,. as corrupting it. 2 209 2 NE LI ads + eigratns . Ba 
About thirty years after that Council, Paſchaſe Radbert Abvor of Ca bie, wrote about the 
Sacrament, and did formally afſert the Corporal Preſence, in the Ninth Century. The 
gremenh Patrons of this Do&trine, ſuch as Bellarmin and Sirmondus, both Jeſuires, confeſs, 
was the firſt thar did fully and to puree explain the veriry of Chriſt's Body and Blood in 
che Euchariſt. And Paſchaſe himſelf, in his Lecter xo his Friend Frudegard, regrates that 
He was ſo flow in believing and afſenting to bis DoFrine; and does alſo acknowledge, -that by his 
Book he had moved many to the underſtanding of that Myſtery; and ir js. 5 pap that Letrer, 
that nor only Frudegara, . but others were ſcandalized at his Book, for he writes, 7 have fo 
ken of theſe things more fully, and more expreſly, betauſe I undeiftand that ſome. challenge me, t 
in the Book I have publiſhed of the Sacraments of Chrift, I have {- rm either more or ſome other 
thing than is conſonant to Truth tothe words of our Lord. © Of all: the Writers of that Age, or 
ire it, only one (and his Name we know not, the Book being anonymous) was of Paf- 
chaſe's opinion. * ©... fc; | 57% THRIA 
Bur —- find all the great men of that Age were of another mind, and did clearly: affert, 
tin the- Sacrament, the Subſtance of Bread and Wine remained, and did nouriſh our Bo- 
ies asother meats .do,. Theſe wete Rabanus Praurus, Archbiſhop of Mentz, Amharine, Arch- 
biſhop of Treves, of as others ſay, Metz, Heribald, Biſhop of -Anxerre, Bertram, 'Fohn' Scot 
Erigena, Walafridus Strabr, Florus and Chriftian Druthmar. And three of theſe ſer themſelves 
on purpoſe to refure Paſchaſe.” The anonymous Wrirer that defends hirhy, ſays, That Raban 
aid diſpute at length againſt him in an Epiſtle to Abbot Egilon, for ſaying it was that Body that was 
born of the Virgin, and was ericified, and raiſed "again, that was daily offered' for the life of the 
World. That 1s alſo condemned by Raban1n his Penirential, cap. 33. who refers his Reader 
to that Epiſtle ro Abbor Egzlon. , And for Bertram, he was commanded: by Charles the Bald, 
then Emperor, . to write upon that matter, which in the beginriing'ef' his Book: he promiſes 
ro do,. not truſting to his ownwit, but following the feps of the Holy Fathers. It is alſo apparent 
by his Book, thar there. were'at that time different Perſwaſions about the Body of Chriſt in 
Sacrament 3 ſme beliering it was there without any Figure; others ſaying, it was there in « 
igure and Myſtery... Upon which he apprehended, there muſt -needs follow a great Schiſm. 
And letany read Paſchaſe's Book, and after rhat Bertram's, and'if he haveeither honeſty, or 
at leaf}, ſhame Ag co him, he muſt ſce jt was in all pores very fame Caontroverſie 
chas mr uoraſed then berweeri them, and is now debated berween rhe Church of Rome 
a s. : oy -S ; at 0 As { 0 , v3 H | SE : 
Now that Raban and Bertram were two of the greateſt and moſt learned men of that Ape, 
earnotbe denied ; Raban paſſes withour conteſt amongſt the firſt men of the Age 3 and for 
Bertram, me need neither cite what Trithemius ſays of him, nor whar the Diſciples of S. Auſtin, 
in the/Port-Royal, haye faid to tnagnific him, when they make vuſe of him-ro eſtabliſh the 
parine of. the efficacy ef Grace. It 15 a ſufficient evidente of the eſteemrhe was in,-thar 
was made Choice of by. The Biſhop of France, to defend the 'Latih Church> againſt the 
Greeks ; and upon:two yery important Controyerfies that were movedih rhar[Age 3 ; the-one 
being-about Predeſtination . and Grace, the other, that which we'have now: before us, He, 
zhougha private Monk, raiſed to no digriity, was commanded by- the Emperor to io of 
1 - KJ os , : h 
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beth theſe; which.no man can imagine had been done, if he had nor beena man muchf 
-*and eſteemed'; and _ in which he writes, is ſolid and worthy of the reputation he ha. 
- quired: He proves both from the words of Inſticution, and from St. Peul,thar the Sacrame 
" 'was ſtill Bread and Wine. . RESO from S. Auſtin, that theſe were Myſteries and Figures 
of Chriſt's Body and Blood, And indeed conſidering that Ape,he was an extraordinary wricer. 
©  Thethird thardid write againſt Paſchaſe, was John Scot, otherwiſe called Erigena, who was 
© tkewiſe commanded to write abour the na; Opn ſame Emperor. He was undoubtedly 
* themoſt learned andingenious man of that Age, as allour Engliſh Hiſtorians cell us, chiefly Wil 
* fiamof Malmsbury : He was in greateſteem bothwith the Emperor, and our great King A/- 
Fred. (Lib.2, de Geft. Reg.) He was accounted a Saint anda Martyr; his my was celebra- 
red by an Anniverſary on the tenth of November. He was alfo very learned in the Greek, and 
other Oriental Tongues, which was a rare Ie Age. This Erigena did formally refute 
* Paſchaſe's Opinion, and afſert ours. Ir is true, his Book is now loſt,being 200 years after burn- 
ed y the C. of Vercel; but though rhe Church of Lyons does treat him very ſeverely in their 
Book againſt him, and faſtens many ſtrange opinions upon him; in which there are good 
grounds to think they did him wrong 3. yet they no where challenge him for what he wrote 
-- about the Sacrament ; which ſhews they did not condemn him for that; og they {j 
of him with great animoſity, becauſe he had written againſt Predeſtinacionand Grace cf 
cious of it fell, which they defended. Ir ſeems moſt probable that ic was from his Writings, 
that the Homily read at Eafter by the Saxons here in England,does fo formally contradi@ the 
Dodrine of Tranſubſtantiation. And now let the Reader judge, if it be nor clear that Paſ- 
chaſe did innovare the the DoArine of the Church in this point, but was vigorouſly oppoſed 
by all the great men of that Age. ; | | ORD: 

For the following Age, all Hiſtorians agree, it wasan Age of moſt prodigious Ignorance and 
* Debauchery, and tharamongſtall ſorts of people, none being more ſignally vicious than the 

Clergy 3 and of- all the Clergy, - none ſo much as the Popes, who were ſuch a ſucceſſion of 
Monſters, that Barons cannot forbear making the ſaddeft exclamations poſſible concerning 
their cruelties,debaucheries, and-other vices: Sorhart, then, if at any rime, we may conclude 
all were aſteep, and no wonderif- the tares Paſchaſe had ſown, did grow up; and yet of the 
very few Writings of the Age thatremain, thefar greater number ſcem to favour the Doarine 
. of Bertram. But'r1ll Berengarie his time,we hear nothing of any conreſt abouc the Eucharift. So 
here were 200 years ſpent in an abſolute ignorance and forgerfulneſs of all divine things. , 

* : About the middle of rhe 11th Cent. Bruno Biſhop of Angrers, and Berengarius, who was born 
in Tours,” bit was Arch-Deacon and Treaſurer of rhe Church of Angiers, did openly teach,thart 
' Chriſt was in the Sacrament otilym a Figure. We hear little more of Bruno; but Berengarius 
1s ſpoken of by many Hiſtorians, (Sigebert,: Platma, Antonin. Sabellicus, Chron. Mont. Caſſin. 
Sigonius, Vignier, Guitmond; and chiefly William of Malmsbury_) as a man ofgreat Learning and 
-Piety, and that when he was cited to the Council at Rome, before Nicolaus the'Secang, . none could 
'neſift hirn; that he had: an excellent faculty*of ſpeaking, and was a'man of great Gravity, that he was 
held a' Saint bymany : He did abound in Charity, Humility, and Good Works, and wi fo chaſte, that 
-herwould-not took dtd beutiful woman." And Hildebert Biſhop of Mans, whom S. Bernard com- 
-mends highly, 'made ſuch an Epitaph on him;' that notwithſtanding all the abaremencs we 
-muft make for Poetry, yet-no man could write ſo of an ordinary perſon. : 

This Berengarins wrote againſt the Corporal Preſence,calling it a ſtupidity of Paſchaſe's and 
-Lanfrank's, "who denied that the ſubſtance of Bread and Wine remained after Conſecration. He lad 
"many-followers, #'S7zebert rells us;(Edit:' Antwerp, 1608.) And William of Malmsbary, and 
"Mitthew'P tis; tell us tits DoQrine had overſpred all France. Jrwere roo long to ſhew with | 
| RAY of Abtiquity thoſe who wrote againſt hjm,did ſtuff up their Books. 

-Divers:Councit were held'againft him,and he through fear, did frequently waver 3 for whem 
iother Argamentsprovedtoo weak to convince him,then the Faggor,which 1s the ſure'and be- 
4oved Argumenr of that' Church, prevailed on his fears; ſo .thar he burnt his own Book, and 
Figned the condemnation of his own Opinion at Rome 3 this he did, as Larfankupbraids him, 
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one Age was 
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_ was certainly poſſible, from whence we conclude with all the juſtice and reaſon inthe world, 

rhat a change was not only p 
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us hora eſe fr Dec: which ſexs he had not thar love of the truth, 
of mind he ought to have had. - Bur it is no prejudice againſt the Dodrine he 
taught, thar he was 4 mar not only ſubjeR to, bur overcgme y ſo greata temptation 3 for 


And thns we ſee, thar iti the grh Century our DoQrine was taught the greateſt vricers 
f y received, and not at all Cn either by Pope 

or Council. Rut ih the 11th Century,upon its being defended,ie was condemned. - Can there 
be therefore pit ing rat neg than that there was a change made, and that what in the 
y 2 great nymber of writers, without any cenſure u upon ifs was in anp= 
.? And what has been dotic, 


Ie, bur was indecd made. And yet the many repeated con- 
his Dorine was roo deeply REI ap ee 6 Age, 


demnations of Berengarias 
is for ro the end of the 11ch Century, the Popes continued to 


to be very eaſily ſup ; 


ne his Opinions, even after his death. 


of rhe 12th Cenmury, Honarins of Autun, who was 4 confiderable man in 
levy der the Doarine of che Sacraments nouriſhing our Bodies, and is ac- 


 thar Age, 
; Thomas Waldenſis,to have been Bere ng car 00h And abou 
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» that Dodrine was cmb reat numbers in the South of 
France, who were from ther ſeveral Teachers called Pernebrs nens, Henrictans, Waldenſes, and 
from the Countrey, where their number were greateſt, Albigenſes ; whoſe Confeſſion, dated 
the year 1120, bears, That the eating of the Sacramental Bread, was the eating of Feſus _ 
in of; Fan Cr being je. a ye do this, do it inremembrance of me. - 

k were needleb to e any long account of theſe people 3 the Writers of thoſe times 
have ſtudied to repreſent adi in as hateful and odious Charadters, as it was poſſible for them 
to deviſe; and \ve have very little remaining that they wrote. Yet as the falſe Witneſſes 
that were ſuborned to lay heavy things to our Bleſſed Saviour's Charge,could not agree among 
themſefves ; fo for all = ſpice with which theſe Writers proſecute thoſe Innocents, 
there are ſuch noble res boon iven, even by rheſe enemies, of rheir piety, the their fimplici 
bv phtneg conligacy virtues 3 I For ler ta iy, dolly 


among them 
| than thoſe virulent Chmales with 


one Corner of — many I rope. ever. 
_ Th that Age Sreven Bi is the _ Tever « iniciedro bed the word. Tran- 
ftan ee expel tory . the FI: Bread and 
Wine is Tranſubſlant ed infa the wel prong inning, 
Tome in the middle of rhar 0 Biſhops nana rh fame 
"Name 5 the one,dnme 1112-1 ewo jt) was,ts-por certain bur 
the Maſter of hs Semcemens wah. not- ſo; Hogks would no denermine, (Libqp4iftert.) 


COM onc Amalric,or rs wy grear efteem i for Learning; addetly Tran” 
tion, ſaying, That the Body ji: Chrift was no hore in che Conſecrated Bread, than in ny 
other 


 $@F 7 
other Bread,or any other thing 3 (Ano 121 $.C.1.) for which he was condemned in the 4ch Coun- 
cil of Lateran,and retard Ges was wr ern raken up and burnt; then was 
it decreed, That the Body and Blood of Chrift were truly contained under the kinds (or Species ) of 
Bread and Wine, the Bread being tranjubſtantiated into the Body, and the Wine into the Blood. 

All the while this Dodtrine was carried on, it was managed with all the ways pofſible, thar ' 
mighr create way wk. ne them who {et it forward ; for beſides many ridiculous 
_ lying wonders, that were forged eo make it more cafily believed by a credul6us and fuperſti- 
rious multicude, rhe Church of Rome did diſcover a cruelry and blood-thirftineſs which no 

Pen is able to ſer'out to the full. de arr eo Tortures, and what Croifſades as againſt 
Infidel and Mabumetans, did-chey ſer on againft thoſe Rr nn whom they 
with an enraged, welviſh and barbarous bloodines fludice ro deftroy? This was clearly. con» 
traryto the Laws of Hun 7, the Rules of the Goſpel; and the Gentleneſs of Chriſt: How 
| companies of Wolves pretend eo be the followers' of the Lamb ? fn the-Pri- 

mitive- Church, the — that had proſecuted the Priſtilſenifis before the Emperor Meximw, 
cheſe thar ſtill pretended to be Chriff's Vicars, ſhew themſelves in Antichrift's Colours, dipr 
in blood. | : | Z 30 
Tf chen any of that Church that liveamong us, plead for pity, and the nor executing the 


Laws, and if they blame the ſeverity of - the Statutes againſt themſelves, ler them do as be- 


may now whine under the pre- 
vs, they r get into power, bur that old Leaven nor 
being yet purged out of their hearts,they would berake themſelves to fire and faggor,as 
the unanſweral of their Church : ſo they are only againſt perſecution, be= 
able ro perſecure 3 but were they: che men that had the power, ir would 
be again a Carholick Doarme and Prattice: But they frankly and candidly condemn 
choſe PraQices and Principles, they will have:ſomewhat to plead, which will in reaſon' pre- * 
vail more than all cheir lirtle Arts.can do to procure them favour. 
© It was this ſame Council of Lateran, that eftabliſhed both Cruelry, Perſecurion and Rebel- 
lion into a Law, appointing, that all Princes ſhould exterminate all Hereticks, (this is the mer- 
cy of thar Church which all may look: for, if ever their power be equal to their malice) and 
<d decree, (Cap. of wry if 4 Temporal Lord, "_ admuonifhed by the Church, did negle# to 
purge his Lands, he d be firſt excommunicated, if he continued a year in his contempt and 
conturnacy, notice was to be given of it tothe Pope, who that time forth declare his Vaſe 
ſals abſolved from the Fidelity they owed him, and expoſe his Lands to be ivaded by Catholicks, who 
might poſſeſs them without any contradiftion, having exterminated the Heretichs ont of them, and fo 
preſerve them in the purity of the Faith. _ This Decree was made on the account of Raimond - . | 
Count of Tholoye, who favoured the Albigenſes , thar were his/Subjefts ; and being a Peer of 
France according to the firſt conſticurion under Hugo Caper King of France, was ſuch a Prince 
in his own Dominions, as the Princes of Germany now are. He was indeed the King of France | 
his Vaſſal ; bur ir is clear from the Hiſtory of that rime, thar che King of France would not. 
interpoſe in that buſinefs. 5 Ce . 
Yer the Popes in this ſame Council of Lateren, did, by the advice of the Council, give to 
Simon Montfort (who was Geng of the Cape thac the Pope ſenc againſt that any 
the Lands that were taken from che Count of Thojoxſe.. So thar there was an Invaſion both _ 
of the Count of Tholouſe, and of the King of France his Rights. Fog if thar Prince had done 
an ingeur, he was only accountable to the King, and the other Peers of France. 
This ee of the Council is publiſhed by Dom. Lxc. Dachery; mr ug and Tom. 1H. 
of, the Council, Print. Anno 1672. Þ. 233+) fo thar it is plain, rhar got here a Coun- 
cil xo fer up Rebellion by-authority, againſt rhe expreſs Rules of the Goſpel. This almoſt 
their whole Church-accounts a General Council, a _ only among us excepred, who know 
1 2 nor 
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nathow io approve themſelves good'Subjedts, 'if they own:thar a : General'Councif, whictr 
does ſo fi ON oNabliſh rrealonable and ſedirious Principles: For1f ir be true,:that a Genes» 
ral Council making a definitien' in'an-Arricle of Faith, 15 to be followed and ſubmicted to by 
all men, the ſame Arguments will prove thar in any-controverted practical opinjon,we onghc 
net to truſt our own Reaſons, 'but ſubmir-rothe Definition of the Church; for1f ittthis Que- 
ſtion a private perſon ſhall reſt on his own underſtanding of- the Scriptures, and reje& this 
Decree, why may he not as well in other things affume the ſame freedom? -It is true, the | 
words of the Decree ſeem @nly to relate to Temporal Lords that were under Soveraign Princes, - 
ſach as the Count of Tholoyſe 3 and therefore Crowned Heads need fear nothing from it : Bur | 
though the Decree zuns chiefly againſt ſuch, yer there are two Clauſes 1n ir thar' go further; 
one 15 iti theſe words, Saving always the Right af the Principal Lord, provided he make no 0b--- | 
ftacleabout it, nor caſt in any impediment. Whence it plainly follows, that if the Soveraign, ſuch; * 
as the King of France, inthe caſe of Thotoxſe, did make any Obftacle,” he forfeiced his: Right. - 
The other clauſe js in thefe words, The ſame Law being nevertheleſs obſerved about thoſe who-have-. 
na principal Lords; - In-whichare clearly included all thoſe Soyeraigns, who depend and hold- 
their Crowns immediately from God, '. 7 22 07 ingeſt ante died 
Now it is apparent, the defign of theſe words ſo couched, was once to bringall Soveraigns 
under that-lath, before they were aware of itz. for-had they named Emperors and. Kings, they 
might reaſonably. have expeRed great oppoſition from theni; bur inſinuating it ſp covertly, : 
| ic would paſs the more eaſily; Yet it is plain, nothingelſe can be meant, or,was incended. 
by ic3 ſo -thar{it 45 clear, thar the 4th Council of Lat*ran, as ir eſtabliſhed Tranſubſtantiation, | 
ſo did-alſo Decree both. Perſecution and Rebellion : Therefore the Reader. may eaſily judge,. 
what account is to bE- made of that Council, -and what ſecurity any Scate can have of thoſe 
who adhere to it. CI 1 RET... <5 16 509 bang 35 gat 
- Our Saviour when he ſtates the oppaſirion hetween:the Ehitaren of - God, and the Children- 
of the Devil, he pk this for-the-CharaRter of the latter, that they did the wor bs of their Fas - 
ther ; and theſe he mentions are Lying- and Murdering : We have ſeerſfiffiagzent evidence of. . 
the murdering Spirit which'acted in. that Church,” when this, Do&rine was ſet up. Bur to 
complear- that black Character, let us look over tothe Council of C:nftance, ' which decreed: 
that bold violarion' of 'the Command of Chriſt, Drink ye all. of it z by raking the Chalice * 
from the Laity:' And there we find Perfidy, which 1s the baſeſt and worſt kind of Lying, . 
alſo'<ſtabliſhed by Law : For jt was Decreed by them, (Sefſ: 19:) Torat all ſafe: Condutts not-, 
withſtanding, or by what-Ronds ſecver any Prince had engaged himfelf, the Council was no way prejus: 
diced, and that the Fudge" competent: tnight enquire into their Errors 3. and. proceed otherwiſe duly: 
againft them, and puniſh them according Fuftice, if they fiubhornly refuſe to retra@ their Errours,. 
although truſling to'their ſafe Condu&, - they had come to the ou of JTudgmer.t, and had not come. 
without it 3 and Declare, That whoever had promiſed any ſuch thing to them, having done what in. 
tim lay, was under no further Obligation- Upon: which, Sigiſmund-broke his Faich to John Hus- 
and. Ferome of Prague, and theywere burnt. '- . - © 1 tr: 3-0: s; I-15 30:02) 
So that their Church, having tn-General Councils Decreed bath Perfidy and Cruelry, it is. 
ealie to infer; by: whar Spirit they areaGted, and. whoſe Works they did. If-then they did: 
the Works of che Nevil, who was-a Liarand Murderer from the begirtiing, they cannor be' 
looked on as the Children of God, bur as the Children of the Devil. -. Er 4; 
If this ſeem too ſevere, -it is nothing bur wharthe force of - Truth draws from me, being 
the furtheſt in the world from-rhat uncharicable temper of aggravating things beyong whar 1s. 
jaſtz but the Truch muſt be heard, and-theLamb of- God, could call the Scribes and Phari-- 
ſees, a Generation of Vipety and Children of the-Deuil. - Therefore if a Church de fo nororiouſly 
guilty of the moſt Infamous Violationof all the Laws of Humanity,' and:the ſecurity ;which 2. 
publick faich muſt needs give, none is to be blamdd for laying operand expoſing ſuch a So- 
cietyto the. juſt cenſure of all in.partial perſons, thar ſo, every one may ſee what a hazard his: 
Soul runs by engaging in the Communion of a Church that is fo foully guilry:for theſe were nor- 
perſonal failings, bur were the Decreesofan authority which muſt be acknowledged by them 
Infal- 
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Infallible, if they be true to their own” principles. ' So that if rhey receive theſe & General 
Councils, I know nor how they can clear all thar Communion from being mayolved in the guilt 
of whar they Decreed.  _ NET: | NEL 
© Thus far we hope it hath been made evident enough, that there are no impoſſibiliries in 
ſuch a change of the Dodrine of the Churchabour this Sacrament, as rhey imagine. Andrthat - 
all theſe are bur the effects of witand fancy, and vaniſh into nothing when cloſely canvaſſed. 
t have not dwelc ſo long on every ſtep of the Hiſtory I have vouched, as was neceflary, de- 
ſigning to be as fhort as was poſlible, and becauſe theſe things have been ar full lengrh ſer 
down by others, and parricularly in that great and learned work of Albertin a French Miniſter - 
concerming this Sacrament z In which the Dottrines of the-Primirive Church, and the ſteps of 
the change that was made, are fo laid open, thatno man has yer ſomuch as arcempredche an- 
ſwering him : and thoſe martersof fa&are fo unconreſtedly'rrue; rhat there can be little de- | 
bare about them, but what may be very foon cleared, and I amready ro makeall good to a 
tictle when any ſhall put me to it, . pals Fo 
It being apparent then, that rhe Chnrch of Rome has uſurped an undue and un juſt authority 

over the other States and Nations of Chriſtendom, and has made uſe of - this Dorninion to in-- 
rroduce many. great corruptions both'in che Faith, the Worſhip,- and Government of the 
Church; norfringteinizins but ro'fay a lirtle-ro juſtify this Churches'Reformingrheſeabuſes. 

' And, Fiflt;. I fuppoſe-ir wilt be granted?that National Church may judge a Dodrine to / 
be Heretical, when irs oppoſition tb the Scripture, Reafon, and chePtiminive Dodrine is ap»- 
parent: for inthat caſe the Bifhops and Paſtors being to feed and inſtru rhe Church, they ' 
muſtdo it according ro their Conſciences, orherwiſe how can they diſchar ethe Truſt, God* 
and the Church commit to their charge ? And thus al{the ancient Her , ſuch as Samo- 
ſatenus, Arrius, Pelagius,and a great maty[more were firſtcondemnedin Provincial Councils. ' 

Secondly; if ſuch Herefſes beſpread in-places round-atiour, the Biſhops of every Church 
ought to do what they cari.to get orhers\concurwith them in-the eondenthing chem 3 bur if 
rhiey carinor prevail,” they-ougt nevertheleſs to/putgerhemſelves-andrheir own Church, for. 
rone'cafibe bonnd tobe damned for company, ' The Paſtors of every-Church owe a Charity 
rd theirneighbour Churches, but a Debt ro their own, which the Stubborneſs of orkers cannor 
excuſethem from. And ſo thoſe Biſhops in the Primirjue Church, rhat were 1vironed with |. 
Arrians, djd reform their own Churches. when they were placed in any Sees rhat had been 
corrupted by Arrianiſm. en ONS! #4. eg £5. +. 9 F2Y. 4 

"Thirdly, Norime can aire ISL whey wen truth, - and'therefore hed any erroyr been” 
_ ever ſoantiently received in-any Church, yer the Paſtors of tha&Chureh'finding ic contrary to © 
rrurh ought ro refermir:- the more antient orinvererate any errour is, it feeds the-more to 
be looked to. Sothoſe Nations thar were Tong bred up in Ajrianifm, had good reafon rore- 
form from that erronr. So' rhe Church of Rome will*acknowledge that-the Greek Church, or © 
our Church ought to forfake their preſent DbRtines, though rhey have been long received. 

Fourthly, No-later Definitions of Councils or Fathers ought to derogate from the axcienter” 
Decrees of Councils, or opinions of the 6 pe 3 orherwiſe'the A#!amrhad-reafon toFhare ju- ! 
ſtificd their fabmitriug ro the Councils 6f Smmium, Arimini; and-Millan; and rejeting thar of 
Nice : therefore we ought in chefir{tplace to conſider the Decrecs and Opinions of the moſt” 
Primitive Antiquity. - | hc ea ae ae Leh + lov 

Fifthly, No ſucceſſion of Biſhops how clear fo-ver in irs deſcent from the Apoftles, can 
ſecure a Church from errour. Which the Churctiof Rome muſt acknowledpe, ſince they cau ' 
neither deny the ſucceſſan EE Ka 34 nor of the Church of Ezg/and. © wet 

Sixrhly, If any Church concimil > Kikdped m their errours that they break Communion. 


with'atother Churchfor reforming; theguilr of this breach 'muſt lie ar heir door who are” 
borh inthe Errour, and-firft reje&, the=orhiet, 'and refaſe*to- reforny or communicate with! 
other Churches., 7 | 21.907 S - * 71.15 £461? on! UL SL US 4 Bot 
Upon every one of theſe particulars (and they allſer rogerher, compleat the Plea for the 
Qburch of Englend) I am willing to-joyn Iſſue, and ſhew they are nor only arue 1n themſelves 
DN | bar < 
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but muſt be alſo acknowledged by ples of the Churchof Rane: Sothar if the 
- bf Controverſie, on which ah Fo drome were good and Juſifble, itis moſ 
unreaſonable to ſay our Church had not good right and authority to make ic. 

Itcanbe made appear that for above rwo years. before the Apo there were 
general complaints ama all orrs of perſons, boththe ſubtle School-men, and devour Con- 
remplatives, -borh-Ecclefiaſticks and Laicks did complain of the corruptions of the Church, 
and called aloud for a Reformation both of Faith and Manners: even the Council of Piſa a lit. 
ja pe wir yrpt days, i There fhould be a R both of Faith and Nene, | 


opiois. From ſodeep in ; ay Ln my be retreating, 
mugen {p, tharnockingovld be done'bur whar had a, mind to; FEE] 


the Legazes hadpropoſed ir, And when any goed.morions were made by the niſhops of 

Ha or Germany hho ſomany poor Italian Bilhops ke here ca the Pope's charges;tha 

COEIIn_—_ Fohavas fer beſyre they; a wou Nouks Selig bes thing, 
capvafled ic in cgations, that .norhing was ſo. much as put to 

A ITInS SN dee ther Conc 


ſiruR ochers m rin wi ni to pirac Qurch waiting for what iflue God in in 
SI dyes chemies, who 


reformed RT —_ — r= with the corruptions of the Re Chork and hows chr 
* orders from chem. : Meletime, and Felix, were EE nt 
room of Saftathiac, p60 mamaag ana in, jm wang the mach; and Fee waa Mar 


SS ara yo Oy rar; oder; eat and mani- 
bu pt _— andir mnt rs — TS that the Church of Pe fALvr grexe andmani 
reform, and having the Authority of King 
ogy ir Conſciences an wad wry, 7 1mm 
orga day, if they-had longer, 
of the inclinations of ce Civil Towers 

or 
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on: (0 a work. And ibs ea abs whey 
X anion gle ma tlio they proceeded nor / 
ro extream courſes againſt her; for whar a few: on by che ambition of the Duke ob- 
Northumberland were got to do, was neither the deed che Nation, nor of the Church, ſince 
che Repreſentatives of neither concurred in ir. Bur:the Nation did receive the righteous 
' Heir: andchen was our Churchcrowned wich the higheſt glory ir could have defired; many 
of qr _ Aer moſt RT Crete =P _ their — 
indeath giy evident proofs and-Chriſtian st y ma y 
marched withthe noſt-Glorions 86 $ of the Primiove | Then did borh 
 Chuxc pan ge Kome' welring in the Blood af the Saines and 
149.8 mgy it up: and our Church bearing the Crods of:Chraſt'and following his ex- 

angle, ut when we were for ſome years rhus tried in the fire, chen did God again bleſs us 

the proteQion of the rightful and lawful Magiſtrate. Then did our Church dos the Pri- 

mitive Church hed dotie undes Theodaſcus,when ſhe out frama long. Nene nar gr 
of the Arrians under thofe enraged Emperours 2s and -eey at the 
Church from the Arrian Dodrine, but would not imitate hag ſpirir. 
And when others had roo-deep reſenrmencs of rhe ill ufage they had merwich mo ey 
rian Tyranny, 'Nazianzen and the other holy Biſhops of thartime did mirigace their Anumoti- 
ma th op hecCtonrbes were onlytaken from the Arrians, but no ſtorms were raiſed a- 
gainſt them. 

So in the beginning of Queen Elizabtth's $ Reign, ir cannot be. denied thar thoſe of that 
Church were long ſuffered to live ar. 4 among us with lirtle or no diſturbance, fave char 
the Churches were takenout of: their : Nor were even rhoſe who had: bached them- 


ſelves in ſomuch blood made-examples, did:theyrexin che meekneſs and leniry of 
che Chriſtian ſpirit. And. iſ after jer; thoſe of tharReligion whea hey merwith 
n0 trouble from.the governmen enterineo-ſo many plots. wage v9 1 
cies againſithe Queen's: Ed heched pen mone _ any W 


Laws were: made againſt chem, and thoſe Emifſarics who-under .of | (. 0ag- in a 
miſſion; were ſenr-2s ſpies and agents among- usro fill all wich bloa d and: confuſion 2 Whom 
pioheyideme for ath ae chonihes ? or was thisany = be pager y Hoc 

certainly. done inthe gentleſt and mitdeſt governmenrupon ? c ;pre- 
ſervation. is engravenion all: mens natures, andſq:no-.mwonder i Sraxe-and' Government 
ſees to ics own ſecuriry againſt thoſe who ſeek. its.raineo.and: ©: aridiv had been no 
wonder if upon ſuch provocarions there had bech ſome ſeverities uſed which 1 in. chemlelves 
were unjuftifiable : for few'rakereparation in an exec 
have received.. Bur firice rhat nmeithey have had: 


rreazment; <adifeliortatpe nos chey- may: uk the officious'4 
ment of :ſamevfiheirawnChureh,!' rharhobe giremjuſt cauſe of jextonſicamcd ſer. (19% LO 
Fug thai purſiie this diſconrfe nofunrhers; | 


? faid wn 
AS eaten —_— 


£2gaged. me: ro/I7;itomake w git manmaar chiavir. | 
changed in rhis:maner;. irwas traly'changed;! 
allowed to ume, thatonr:Chucchdifcovering that this change ate it had: 
_ and SIRE roceefernneocompigaaghaaiauerde Pole Borne 
bot 4 6 Ii" 6.04 w 
Andn 120 leave Reader, Ifhalt:onl defier him-coconmdera Jurtef dw grea 
; Andocheing to II des nocreaton look forendiefs 


if he does nor ſerve God in a way ſuitable to his will. - For whathopes ſoever there. may be 
for one who lives and dics in ſame unknown error, yet there are no-hopes for thoſe thar £i- 
ther 'negle& or deſpiſe the truth, -and- char out of humour or any other carnal account give 
themſelves up'to errours, and willingly embrace-rhem, 

Certainly God ſent nor Comic inthe warNd, nor = hintÞ fo cruel a death, for nothing. 
If he hath revealed his 


els with ſo mu foes his Reſigns © in that muſt be rae 
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